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TITLE: Values Voting  

TEXT: Ps. 127:1; Gen. 1:27-28; Ro. 13:1-5

INTRODUCTION: In a few weeks we will have a national election in our country. This is a mid-term election and not a presidential election but none the less a very important part of our governing process as a nation.
     So this morning I want to talk about Values Voting. Every once in a while we will hear the term Values Voter used in the political arena. Politicians and the news media have often used this term to describe a certain voting block of citizens. Some will use it in a positive light and some in a negative one.

 I conceder myself to be a values voter and I am proud of it. I hope that all of you are values voters as well.

Maybe before you would want to wear this label you would first need to know just what the term means.

  What does it mean to be a values voter?

What is interesting to me is that everyone is really a values voter. We all have a tendency to vote according to what values we hold to.

Now that can be good or bad depending on what your values are. 

 But the term as it is used by Politian’s and the media today speaks to a particular group of people.

 Most often evangelical Christians.

Values voting is looking beyond just social economic policy’s and actually voting according to one’s deep held religious beliefs. Voting according to ones conscience.

 That when you weigh social economic policy against the moral side of the equation and allow the moral equation be the ultimate deciding factor on how you cast your vote.

 I have one verse of Scripture that guides me every time I enter a voting booth.

The Scripture is:

 Psalms 127:1 ( NIV ) 1    Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city    
 the watchmen stand guard in vain.   
   
 Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.
This is true on two levels….

On an individual or personal level and on a national level.

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain is true for us individually within our own households, and unless the LORD builds the house, 

 Its builders labor in vain is equally true for us corporately was a nation.

So just what does this mean?

 Let me explain this way… Say you have two politician’s running for the same office, whether it be city, state or federal.

 Now one man has what sounds like fantastic social economic policy but on the moral issues they are for things that you are strongly opposed to.

 On the other hand, the alternate choice, the other person running for the same position, you may agree with on their stand on the moral issues but you don’t like their social economic policy----Which one will you vote for?

  One says he can save social security and make you financially more well off and the other may actually have economic policy that may raise your taxes.

 But the man with the social economic policy you like advocates abortion on demand and the one whose social economic policy you don’t really like is adamantly opposed to abortion and wants to see it stopped.

 A values voter will first and foremost vote his or her conscience on the morality issues! Vote for the person whose moral values best lines up with your own.

The Scriptural philosophy behind this is:

    Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.

I personally believe that all of the best social economic policy in the world will not benefit us one iota if our moral base is flawed…
We may be addressing some of the moral issues that we face as a nation in the next couple weeks that define values voting but today will be more of setting a base for why value voting is important for us as a Christian and as a nation.

 Most of you know that I love history. I love Old and New Testament history and I love American history.

 And as a student of both I find there are great parallels in both Scriptural and American history.

 If our founders had one basic understanding of Scripture in the founding of our nation it was the verse of Scripture that we have quoted this morning.
    Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.

 I believe in the idea of separation of Church and State as our founders did and was commonly embraced up until 1963.

  Before 1963 whenever the phrase separation of Church and state was used it was taken to mean that the state, the government, had no right to interfere with the Church.

 It was never thought to mean that the Church, individual Christians, should have nothing to do with the government.

This is evident by quotes of the Founders and early courts themselves.

John Adams once said:

 We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.

 The founders believed that the Constitution would work only for people who had internal restraints and internal controls—for people who would use the Word of God as their standard of living.
Actually Benjamin Franklin even quoted Psalms 127:1 in one of his more famous speeches:

 He said: If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probably that an empire can rise without His aid? We have been assured in the sacred writing that, Except the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain that build it.

   Franklin applied this verse of Scripture to the national life!

Thomas Jefferson understood this principle as well.

 Jefferson once said: And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis—a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but by His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: That His justice will not sleep forever.

 Our first president, George Washington said this in His farewell address to the nation:

 Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds…reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle!

 Washington warned that to remove religious principles would be to lose national morality…

  We can see the accuracy of his warning in America today..
 Founder James Madison, the Chief Architect of the Constitution, said this about the Ten Commandments:

 We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it! We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God!

Isn’t it ironic that that which the Chief architect of the Constitution considered to be the most crucial aspect of American constitutional government, to govern ourselves according to the Ten Commandments, the current courts have declared to be unconstitutional..
The vast majority of our founding Fathers were values voters.
They voted their values over their pocketbooks!

 They understood that unless the Lord builds the house they labor in vain that build it.

The reason that value voting is so important to the national life is that God cannot bless wickedness!

 He will not bless wickedness, condoned evil in our personal lives and He will not bless wickedness or condoned evil in the life of a nation..
 Our nation has the most unique form of government in that has ever existed.
 Some will say that we shouldn’t mix our politics with our religion.

 In a nation such as this, this is not only an absurd statement but an impossible one!

 Let me give you a famous quote from an early American Christian evangelists, Charles Finny.

 Finney once said this:

The Church must take right ground in regards to politics..

Politics are part of religion in such a country as this, and Christians must do their duty to country as part of their duty to God… God will bless or curse this nation, according to the course Christians take in politics. (repeat)

 It is not only an exercise of our civic duty to take an active part in our political process in this nation but it is a part of our religious duty, our duty to God as well.

We see this from the earliest commands of Scripture.

 Genesis 1:27-28 ( NIV ) 27    So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

  Gods first command to man is to fill the earth and subdue it and to rule over it.

 Two words I want to look at here. Subdue and rule.

Subdue…

kaw-bash'
A primitive root; to tread down; hence to conquer, subjugate,  bring into subjection.
Rule

raw-daw'
A primitive root; to tread down, that is, subjugate; specifically have dominion, prevail against, reign over.
 Isn’t this the role of government? To subjugate, have dominion and rule over..
  God was telling Adam and Eve to govern Eden.

Scripture has an interesting parallel statement in Romans 13. Keep in mind that Paul is speaking specifically to us the Church.

  Romans 13:1-5 ( NIV ) 1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 
  2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.  4For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.

 There is much that we can glean from this Scripture but I just want to focus on the primary premise here.

1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.  
 OK, If God has established authorities, governments then we have to see our government as being established by God.

Just reflect upon our form of government for a moment. It is totally unique from any other form of government that has ever existed.

 God has ordained for us a government that is of the people, by the people and for the people!

What does that mean? We are truly a self-governing nation!

We choose and elect our own leaders to represent us in the affairs of governing.

How many of you have ever complained about our government in some way? We all have!

But what we often fail to realize is that when we do we are actually complaining about ourselves!

If we have a problem with government in our nation then the problem is with ourselves!

We are a government of the people, by the people and for the people!

If we have people in government that are doing things that we don’t approve of then the fault is our own!

Collectively we put them in that place and collectively we keep them in that place.

And if they are to ever be removed from that place then it is we the people that will have to collectively do it.

 It is a tremendous blessing in being an American and being able to actually choose our own leadership. Choose our own governing body!

   But with tremendous blessing always comes awesome responsibility….
 There is another parallel that I see in our form of government in Scripture…
  We, for the most part have a two party political system. We actually have more but when you come right down to it there are really only two major parties.

 The other parties that exist are usually made up of people who have come to feel disenfranchised with the two major parties and have left them.

 In the Jewish nation in the time of Jesus there were two major political parties. In Judaism of the day religion and politics were inseparable. 
   So the two groups represented differing religious and political views. The two parties, if you will, were the Pharisees and the Sadducees. The Sanhedrin, the ruling council much like our congress was made up of men from one of these two parties. They were either Pharisees or Sadducees.

 They were all Jews, they all loved God, they all loved their country but they had different ideas about government and its role in the lives of the people.

 But they were for the most part a self-governing people but not nearly to the degree that we are in the United States of America today.

 But like us they each had very different platforms on which their parties stood upon.

 In our system of government each party has what is called a party platform.

  A platform that consists of planks.

Think of a deck being the platform and the floorboards on the deck structure as the planks.

The platform holds the planks that you stand upon.

 Each of our political parties has a platform with planks on which the party stands upon.

As Christians, if we align ourselves with a political party I believe it is our God given duty to know the platform on which we are standing upon.

  What are the core beliefs of the party we identify with?

Do they stand for the same ideology; politically and, more importantly, morally that we do personally.

If we are first and foremost a values voter does the party we support stand for the values that we hold?

Even more importantly, when we go into the voting both as a values voter will we vote our values and choose men and women to represent us in the affairs of government that most closely reflect the moral values that we hold.

 I encourage all of you to get hold of the party platforms of each political party and see how they line up with your core beliefs.

 Know how the candidate for any office stands on the values issues that are important to you as a Christian.

And above all exercise your responsibility of citizenship and vote your conscience in the upcoming elections.
Choose the men and women to represent you in the affairs of government that you feel will best help put our nation back on a path toward God.

 Every once in a while I will hear someone say that they feel like if they voted it would just be for the lesser of two evils.

  My thought is the lesser evil, while may not be ideal is still the lesser of two evils.
This morning’s message is just kind of a springboard for the next couple weeks when we will deal with the primary values issues of this election from biblical perspective… 

 I would like to close with what I feel is a very insightful quote of Charles Finney. 
The Church must take right ground in regards to politics.. Politics are part of religion in such a country as this, and Christians must do their duty to country as part of their duty to God… God will bless or curse this nation, according to the course Christians take in politics.

The best course that we can take in this or any election is to be a values voter and strive to best reflect the will of God in the choice of our leaders.

Understanding that there are no perfect people who run for elected office but who will best represent Godly leadership for our nation?

  Who will best represent us in the moral issues that set the base, the standard, the fundation on which all other things are to be built?

Who is it that God will more likely be able to bless because of what the candidate stands for?

  Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.

 Will we help insure in the choice of our leaders that our house, our nation, will be built upon the foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ?

