“People coming together to be The Church,
not just attend one.”
Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.
69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org

Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 10, 2020

Service of the Word
Weekly Resource for Prayer and Devotions at Home

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.
MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.
VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.
NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn
more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a
break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either
stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.

FROM THE ELCA WORSHIP BLOG:
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for
worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of
God and hold each other in prayer.
DEVOTIONAL MUSIC LINKS:
For your individual or group devotion, you may choose to listen to the following choral
recordings made available through Augsburg Fortress, “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”; “Come, My
Way, My Truth, My Life”; “Love Is Come Again.”
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Sunday, May 10, 2020
INTRODUCTION
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to
share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to
proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to
the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

(Water may be poured into a bowl as you give thanks.)
P

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling for life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you
led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as
daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace and love.

C

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

During the gathering hymn, as a reminder of the gift of baptism, you may use the water to mark
yourself or your family members with the sign of the cross.
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Stand
ENTRANCE HYMN

ELW #389

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

GREETING
P
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C
Amen.
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Sit
A

A reading from Acts.

FIRST READING
Acts 7:55-60
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could
be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his
preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.
55

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
A
C

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
1

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
2
Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
3
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
5
Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
15
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16
Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”
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A

A reading from 1 Peter.

SECOND READING
1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience
through Jesus Christ.
2

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in
him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”
8
and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
10
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.
A
C

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P
C

The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL
John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON
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Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW #816

Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
Still worshiping from our homes, but with our hearts bonded into one, let us pray for all
who are in need.
A brief silence.
A

C
A

C
A

C

Build us up, mothering God, that like living stones we embody the strength that only you
can give. Nurse all the baptized with the milk of your word. As you provided the early
church with the apostle Matthias, fill now the churches’ needs for leaders to serve your
holy people. O God, incline your ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.
Form us to be humble participants in your complex creation. We praise your power in
evolving a magnificent earth, from flowering trees to tropical rainstorms, from black
holes to beloved pets. Lead us to respect your wondrous earth with both all that creates
and all that destroys. O God, incline your ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.
Assist the leaders of nations to find and follow your ways of justice. Guide their way
through the challenges of pandemic and poverty. Protect governors and legislators from
sickness and burn-out. Despite our own considerable needs, keep us mindful of the needs
of others, especially refugees and prisoners. O God, incline your ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.
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A

C

Accompany those who are sick, sorrowful, or confused. Comfort them in suffering, ease
their distress, and carry their burdens. We beg you to protect us from the coronavirus, and
we pray for those we name in our hearts before you. O God, incline your ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.

A

Sustain those who mother infants and children. Uphold the parents and grandparents who
now must school their children. Provide enough food and resources for families. Grant
safe pregnancy and delivery to expectant parents, and minister to those who endure
infertility and miscarriage. Bless the countless relatives, medical workers, and hospice
volunteers who give to others mothering care. Embrace all for whom today’s cultural
celebration of mothers is difficult. O God, incline your ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.

A

Always, loving God, we are bold to add our own petitions: (pause). O God, incline your
ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.

C
A

C
P
C

We remember before you for all who have died in the faith, those like Stephen martyred
for the faith, those struck down by the coronavirus, and those whom we name now in our
hearts (especially). At the end, bring us all to you, who are our way, our truth, and our
life. O God, incline your ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Sit
OFFERING
SECOND SUNDAY: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
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Stand
OFFERING HYMN

ELW #186

Create in Me a Clean Heart

OFFERING PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
P
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,
C
We give you thanks and praise.
P

C
P

C
P

C

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,
We give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For
your Word of life, O God,
We give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.)
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.)
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
C
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come,
your kingdom come,
thy will be done,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
Give us today our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses,
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who
as we forgive those who sin
trespass against us;
against us.
and lead us not into temptation,
Save us from the time of trial
but deliver us from evil.
and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
For the kingdom, the power, and
power, and the glory,
the glory are yours,
forever and ever. Amen.
now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
P
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

ELW #367
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Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
**********

SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Carol Knoch
Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn
Vice-President: Suzanne Langston
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas
Treasurer: Kristin Lucas
Parish Secretary: Lizabeth Taylor
Secretary: Amy Otterbein
Council Members: Diane Draper, Norma Ludlow, Chris McNamara, Brad Otterbein,
Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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