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TITLE: Back to the Basics
TEXT: Jn 3:1:16; Mk. 9:43: Mt. 25:41; Lk. 16:19-31; 

Pr. 9:10; Mt. 10:28; Rev. 20:11-15

INTRODUCTION:  It is important for us, from time to time, to go back to the basic fundamental truths of Scripture.. To go back to the first things of our faith..

  Why is it important?  Because there are corrosive elements in our society today that is constantly trying to erode the basic elementary truths of our faith....

  You see, if Satan can destroy or confuse us on the basic truths of the Word of God then he will be able to literally weaken or even destroy the very foundation on which our faith is built.
  In Scripture we find many fundamental truths of our faith.....

  Jesus, coming to earth to offer himself as the atoning sacrifice for our sin is a basic truth of our faith....Jesus, taking our sin upon Himself at Calvary is a basic truth of our faith ...Jesus, rising victorious over death and securing for us the hope of eternal life in Him is a basic truth of our faith ....Jesus, offering us the hope of salvation is a basic truth of our faith..... 

  In Fact, Salvation is an underlying theme in most every other truth on which our faith is built...

  Salvation is about as basic to our faith as you can get.....

 But today it seems we often overlook one of the basic elements of salvation, of being saved....
 And that is just what is it that we are saved from…
  You see, to completely appreciate and comprehend and understand the glory and wonder of the salvation that God has obtained for us in Christ, we need to have an understanding of, and be mindful of, what it is we are being saved from.....
 If asked the question today ….
 You say you are saved, what does that mean to you, what exactly is it that your salvation has secured for you, what is it that you are saved from?

 If you ask the question you will probably get varying responses...
 Well, I'm saved from my sins!
 I saved from a life of sinning!
 I'm saved from the quilt and condemnation of sin!
 I' saved from an eternity of separation from God!
 Now what is interesting to me is that very seldom do you hear anyone come right out and say: I am saved from hell…
 I mean that is a basic elementary truth within our salvation!

 We are saved from hell!

   It is almost like we don't teach on hell anymore because we are afraid someone will think that we are cursing in Church!
 That and it is not a comfortable subject.
 It may not be a comfortable subject but it is a necessary subject if we are going to have the understanding that God has outlined in Scripture for us to have of the salvation that we claim to possess.
  The fact is that if we did a survey out on the street today in any metropolitan area and asked people what they thought about hell you would be amazed at how many people, even many who claim to be Christians, who don't even believe in a literal hell..
  You ask the same people if they believe in a literal heaven and you will get a much higher positive response.
  Now that is hard for me to understand because the same book that speaks of Heaven also speaks of hell.  In fact there are more references in Scripture to hell, a place of eternal torment, than there are to Heaven!
Go back 50-100 years and the percentage of those who thought hell to be a literal place, both inside and outside of the Church would have been much higher.

   I heard about an Indiana cemetery that had a tombstone (more than a hundred years old) which bears the following epitaph: 

 Pause Stranger, when you pass me by, 

 As you are now, so once was I 

 As I am now, so you will be, 

 So prepare for death and follow me. 

   An unknown passerby read those words and underneath scratched this reply: 

 To follow you I'm not content, 

 Until I know which way you went. 

 Over 100 years ago most people believed in both a literal Heaven and a literal hell.
  So why the change today?  

I believe the answer is really quite simple....

 Let me ask a question to those of you say under 50 years old this morning, How many times in your life have you heard the subject of hell taught about with any depth within the Church in your lifetime?

 I may be wrong but it would surprise me if you couldn’t count the number of times on one hand.

 When I asked myself how many times that I have actually preached on the subject in any detail it surprised me to find that it has only been a few times in relation to other scriptural subjects I have preached much on such as grace, love, mercy, sanctification, the atonement, salvation, ect.!

  And to think back to when I have heard a detailed message on the subject of hell I have to go back to when I was a child and heard one by Billy Graham back when his hair was red.. Well I think it was red, all that we had at the time was black & white televisions....

  The sad thing is that we need to hear the whole gospel message, and hell, what we are being saved from is just as basic to the gospel of Jesus Christ, as heaven, what we are being saved too!

 Many within the Church today that don't believe in a literal hell believe that way because of the gospel that was prevalent throughout the 60's and 70's. The love gospel. God is a God of love.
 And a God of love would never send anyone to a place like hell.
 Well, there is truth to be found there. God is a God of love, of an infinite love that we can't really even begin to comprehend with these finite minds of ours.
 The Love described to us in:

   John 3:16 ( NIV ) 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 And there is truth to be found in that God would never send anyone to hell!

You see, the first understanding about hell that we need to come to is that God didn't create hell for mankind.
  Hell was created by God long before man was even created...

 Jesus says this in...

Matt 25:41 (NIV) "Then he will say to those on his left, `Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.   

  Hell was created for Satan and the angels that rebelled with him in Heaven.... 

 The fact is God sends no man to hell....hell is a choice that man makes for himself....

The fact is that we can see a tremendous example of God’s love for man in the existence of hell....

 Before I bring you to the truth of that statement we need to see just what Scripture has to say about the place that we are talking about.....

 Jesus has this to say on the subject in:

Mark 9:43 (NIV) If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. 

[44] where  "`their worm does not die, 

 and the fire is not quenched.'} 

49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 

The visual picture that we get of hell here is a place where the fire never goes out.
 And for those who go there their worn does not die and the fire is not quenched... This speaks of a continual being eaten as by worms but never consumed….a continual burning but never being burned up....

 The phrase "being salted with fire" gives the vision of the torment never ending....Just as salt preserves meat so shall the soul be preserved for eternal torment in hell.
Have you ever heard of Centralia, Pennsylvania?

 Ever sense 1962, 56 years now, a coal fire has been burning deep within the earth of Centralia, a small community of 1,200 residents in the heart of Pennsylvania's coal fields. Fifteen different federal, state, and local agencies have spent more than $5 million to extinguish the fire without success. Persons can touch the earth and feel the heat. Deep holes and crevices vent hot, smoky air and noxious gases. One citizen said: "Standing by a hole, you can hear the fires roaring. It's an eerie sound, like the beating of a thousand wings." 

   Government officials have indicated that they are no longer willing to attempt to put out the fire; it is a futile task. As flames continue to burn without restraint, the community has all but been abandoned.

   In Matthew 25:41, the Bible warns us of an even greater fire that burns forever for those who reject Christ -- "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire." 

Jesus tells this story about the torment of hell in...

Luke 16:19-31 ( NIV ) 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 
20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores  21and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 

 23In hell,£ where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  24So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’
25“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’
27“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house,  28for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
29“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’
30“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’
31“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

 Within Jesus testimony about hell in this parable He uses the analogy of two men. 

A rich man and a poor beggar named Lazarus.  

  Both men die and one, Lazarus, goes to Abrahams side (Heaven) and the rich man goes to hell. It says that between them there is a great Chasm that separates the two places that cannot be crossed.

 In his anguish the rich man that went to hell calls out to Abraham…

24So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’
 Jesus Himself describes hell as a place on eternal torment and anguish….

  Again, many people who believe in the passages in the Bible about heaven utterly reject the references to hell. 

 One man who didn’t believe in a literal hell was Robert Ingersoll, a famous lawyer and Agnostic in the latter part of the nineteenth century. He once delivered a blistering lecture on hell. He called hell  "the scarecrow of religion" and told his audience how unscientific it was, and how all intelligent people had decided there was no such place.

  A drunk in the audience came up to him afterward and said, "Bob, I liked your lecture; I liked what you said about hell. But, Bob, I want you to be sure about it, because I'm depending upon you." 

I don’t know about you but I would rather take the word of Jesus Himself as to intellectuals such as Robert Ingersoll when it comes to something as critical as to where I will spend eternity.

As I said a little earlier we can see a tremendous example of God’s love for man in the existence of hell also....

How so?

Proverbs 9:10 ( NIV ) 10    “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom!

Some people will come to God through Christ without the fear of hell being a motivating factor..

But many, many more of us seem to need that added motivation!

I am not ashamed to say that what drove me to the Lord was a fear of hell and I feel that I was on sound biblical ground for doing so…

Jesus says this in:

Matthew 10:28 ( NIV ) 28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Jonathan Edwards was an early 18th century American preacher and evangelist. His most famous sermon was one called:

“Sinners in the hand of an angry God”

It is said that Edwards didn’t preach this sermon as much as he simply read it in a rather monotone voice only occasionally looking up from his text… In speaking about the Christian doctrine of hell Part of the text of this sermon read….

  “The use of this awful subject may be for awakening unconverted persons to a conviction of their danger. This that you have heard is the case of every one out of Christ. That world of misery, that lake of burning brimstone, is extended abroad under you. There is the dreadful pit of the glowing flames of the wrath of God; there is hell's wide gaping mouth open; and you have nothing to stand upon, nor anything to take hold of, there is nothing between you and hell but the air; it is only the power and mere pleasure of God that holds you up.” 

  When he first preached this sermon it is said that the spirit of God was so strong in the place that men were literally crying out in genuine anguish and hanging on to the pews feeling like they were dangling over the flames of hell with nothing holding them from falling into the flames but the invisible finger tips of God!

 It is also said that when the invitation was given at the end of that service, that it was that fear of hell that drove a multitude to the alter to receive the mercy of God’s salvation…
You see, the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom! The greatest wisdom is seeing our need for Christ.
I believe that possibly the biggest problem that we see in our nation today is a lack of the fear of the Lord..

  Columnist Bob Green of the Chicago Tribune had a theory about what's wrong with the world. He blames it on what he calls the "Death of The Permanent Record." He recalls that grade-school children once lived in fear of having their bad behavior noted on The Permanent Record. Because of this, people learned in their youth to stop before they did something deceitful or unethical. They didn't stop because they were so good but for fear of having their actions written down. 

   Today, according to Bob Green, people have come to the conclusion that there is no such thing as a permanent record. In fact, they believe no one has a right to even keep track. Green says that with today's emphasis on our rights to privacy, if a school child were ever threatened with something going on his permanent record, he would probably file suit under the Freedom of Information Act and gain possession of his files before recess. 
   Behind Green's humor is an excellent point. Where there is no fear of a lasting record, people tend to do what they think they can get away with. The problem for mankind, however, is that a permanent record does exist -- and it is kept by God. 

Revelation 20 tells us about that permanent record that is being kept on every man, woman and child on planet earth..

Revelation 20:11-15 ( NIV ) 11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  15If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Church, there is one who keeps a permanent record of every aspect of our lives!

 And Gods word says that one day that we will all have to stand before Him and give an account for what is written in that record.

  If you noticed in Johns revelation that there will be two sets of books that will be opened on the Day of Judgment.
And books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life.

There are books plural and a book singular that is opened.

I believe that the books in the plural that are opened contain the permanent record of all that we have said and done in this life… 

Scripture tells us that even every careless word that we have ever spoken is recorded in these books.

And all judged by these books will be thrown into the lake of fire!

The book that is in the singular is the lamb’s book of life. I believe that the only thing written in this book is the name of the ones who have accepted Jesus as Lord with the words Paid in full after it!

This is the book of Heaven! 

Our name gets recorded there one way and one way only
Our name is written in the Lamb’s book of life the moment that we embrace Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our life!

All the bad that we have said or done that is recorded in our permanent record in the books “plural” will be expunged once our name is placed in the Lamb’s book of life! 

All those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s book of life will find that the hell that they rejected in life will become a reality for them in death-- but a reality too late to change…

This morning, by what books will you be judged on that day? The books plural or the book singular?

Have you done what is necessary to have your name written in the lamb’s book of life?

  Have you asked Jesus into your heart to become your Lord and Savior….

This is the only way that hell will not one day become a reality for you!


