Worldwide Broadcasting: At Worldwide Broadcasting, we have the unique opportunity to interview distinguished individuals who have made significant contributions to their respective industries and fields. Joining us today is Brian Davis, who is a Consultant at Geologica Pty Ltd, Perth Western Australia. How are you doing Brian?

Brian Davis: Hi Diana. How are you? 

WB: I’m good, thank you. Why don’t you start by describing your business and your company.
BD: I operate as Geologica Propriety Limited and I’m an independent consultant to the mining industry based in Perth, in Western Australia. Geologica provides a unique, personalized service advising clients on exploration programs, resource definition, feasibility studies and solutions to mining problems.

I am a Principal Director and sole operating consultant. If additional workers are required I will engage contractors or else they are supplied by the client.

My working knowledge covers a wide range of mineral commodities from precious and base metals to rare earths and diamonds. From bulk minerals in open pits such as coal, manganese and iron ore to underground environments with vein minerals such as gold, copper and silver. 

My particular expertise is in reviewing exploration data and identifying potential resource targets, then progressing the programs to resource definition and through to feasibility stage. I work mainly in Australia and Southeast Asia, however I do not restrict myself to this area and I am open to new experiences elsewhere.

WB: Wow that’s very interesting. I see that you’ve been in the industry a while, what would you say has been your greatest professional accomplishment to date?
BD: Yes, I have been in the industry awhile. I like to think that my greatest professional achievement was locating a previously undiscovered nickel-copper deposit in Selebi North in Botswana, Southern Africa occurring between the two existing deposits at Selebi and Phikwe, which are about 30 kilometres apart. This increased the ore available to mining by about 30 times and was a technical success in recognizing that mineralisation occurred in the same stratigraphic layer.

WB: And what about your greatest personal achievement?

BD: Well that’s an interesting one. I have many personal achievements, but my greatest one was surviving the failure of my miner’s lamp, when I was 14 levels underground at the Vatukoula Gold Mine in Fiji. I had no matches or torch, was on my own and surrounded by broken rock on a 45-degree slope in a stope. It’s called a stope where it’s being mined at an angle. There was no light, it was pitch black. At the base of the working area was a big draw point or uncovered shaft which descended about 20 metres below. My task was to navigate down the slope through the broken rock boulders and avoid the shaft. 

One slight problem. The shaft had a path only on one side, the other sides being vertical and 20 metres deep. So I employed the only senses I could, those of touch and hearing to find small rocks to throw ahead of me and listen for the click against rock, or  when near the shaft, the long silence and then a dull thud several seconds later, which meant there was a big hole.
Finally, after what seemed like hours (but in reality only a few minutes) I reached the opposite side of the draw pass and then located the ladder down to the access level. Of course this is still all in the pitch black.
I was still several kilometres from the main shaft at that point and still in complete darkness but the running water at the side of the access level and the push of air on my face told me the direction to walk to safety. It was a welcome sight to see a distant and feint light from one light bulb at the shaft and to know that I had survived.

So that was a real experience. But, I learned later that a Fijian miner (we had a lot of Fijians working underground) had had the same experience, only the search party found him cowering in a corner, white as a sheet and jabbering to himself. He spent the rest of his days in an asylum! So I escaped from that one.
WB: Oh, wow! Well I commend you for that because I don’t think I would be able to handle that. Seems like a scary situation.
BD: It takes strength of mind, which I’m glad to say that I have.
WB: Well that’s great to have; I’m glad. Now, again, since you have been in the industry for awhile what advice do you give others aspiring to work in your field?

BD: Well the advice I give depends on what I get asked. But I would say to most people be prepared to work hard, adapt to harsh environments, be flexible in your lifestyle and never stop learning. Young geologists will often turn down jobs that are not in their state or occur in very remote places where they are away from home for long periods. I remember interviewing some exploration geologists for a junior position based in Perth and flying out to Indonesia. When I mentioned that they would be living in a remote jungle location where there was no cell phone coverage and the local people would make them huts from harvested timber most of them did not want the lack of facilities and turned down a lucrative job. I reflected back to when I was starting out as a young geologist and was given a vehicle, a tent, some air photos and maps, some provisions and strict instructions to drive 250 kilometres out of the outback town I was in and not return until I had finished mapping the claim area – this turned out to be 2 months later. So that was my introduction.
WB: So you have to really be dedicated in order to do this type of work?

BD: Oh yes.
WB: In geology, and being a geologist, what is the most significant issue facing your profession today and how do you handle it?

BD: I think one of the most significant things affecting the profession today is unemployment. It is common obviously to many professions. There are many mines closing, cutting staff or reviewing their business models due to the commodity price changes and other economic issues. This has happened in different boom and bust cycles for the last 100 years in mining and is common to the industry. Therefore any geologist should expect to become unemployed several times in his career. Thus it is prudent to have some experience at different sectors of the industry, take on jobs that are sometimes not ideal and have a strong work ethic to get through the tough times.  

WB: So, geologists should take your advice because if there are not a lot of jobs out there, they should really take anything they can get. 

BD: Absolutely! This is one of the problems, many people don’t want to do that. 

WB: Now, if you had the chance to start your career over again, what would you do differently?

BD: Absolutely nothing. I am happy with where I am, what I did and where I went. I’ve enjoyed everything I’ve done. 
WB: Well that is an accomplishment within itself because a lot of people would probably want to do something differently. But, being that you don’t, it’s a testament to your career. 
WB: What is the biggest misconception that people have about being a geologist or being involved in geology?

BD: Well, I think many people don’t really understand that the occupation of geologist covers many diverse roles and can be specialized or general. Geologists can be found in many different workplaces for example on oil rigs, in the desert, in the jungle, on survey ships, in a GIS office, in a database room, in a laboratory, on a mine site, on a construction site, in a quarry, around a port and stockpiles, and so on, even at a University and in classrooms. A geologist is really like saying a worker. It can be as broad as you’d like or as specialized as you’d like.
WB: I had no idea that there were so many options for geologists. That’s great.

BD: That’s what makes the whole thing interesting I think.
WB: You are obviously highly accomplished, but do you have any goals for the future? Where do you see yourself or your company in the coming years?

BD: Well, when I first started out as a consultant in 1998 I was unsure where it would lead and whether I would be successful. However I am still operating today and I intend to continue operating for many years to come. Although the work varies and so on, I still think that I can find enough to keep me busy.  
WB: Good, I’m glad to hear it. We’ve been talking and it seems like geology is a very broad subject...I guess it encompasses so much. So, are there certain topics that you consider yourself to be an expert within the field?
BD: Well, I do not really consider myself an expert in any topic because I have never stopped learning and I am not afraid to ask advice from others that have relevant experience if I don’t have experience on that topic. One of my fundamental precepts is that I will operate within my capabilities and experience and will refer the work to others if it falls outside my range of capabilities.

Having said that - I am a well-trained and well-disposed independent expert and I do reports for the ASX (Australian Securities Exchange) as a recognized “Competent Person” for the purposes of reporting exploration and mining details on behalf of companies. So I am well versed in the English language, as it were.
WB: You just said that you are not afraid to ask advice of other people. What is the greatest advice that you’ve been given or the most important lesson that you’ve learned throughout your career?

BD: As far as my profession goes I think be polite; it always pays to be polite to people. Be honest, don’t try and do things in an underhanded way, and work hard. So if you adhere to those concepts, I think you’ll get on well.
WB: That’s great advice. So, what factors have made you a success in your field?

BD: I’ve been very fortunate. Geologica has the following maxim: Quality Service for Quality Results. This has been one of the key ingredients in my success. I always strive to achieve the best quality of service (eg efficient communication, meeting deadlines, keeping within budget and so on) and I always try to give a professional result (eg quality reports, work to mining industry and keeping to standards internationally)

I also treat all my clients in an honest, friendly and confidential manner so that they can be assured that the work is performed to their requirements. Over 80% of my work is repeated from a small client base or from word of mouth referrals. I have a few clients that have been with me since I first started 16 years ago.

WB: And Brian, what sets you apart from all the others in your field?

BD: I think what sets me apart is that I am a truly independent consultant and hold no mining company shares or directorships. Therefore I can always give an honest and unbiased opinion and serve the client confidentially.

WB: And Brian if our listeners wanted to learn more about you or your services is there a certain way they can contact you?

BD: Probably the easiest way is by contacting my website at www.geologicaconsulting.com. The site details some of my services and has photos of some of the projects that I’ve been involved with. I am also available on email and it’s geologica@upnaway.com.

WB: Well great! I hope our listeners will check out your website. Brian, thank you so much for sharing your experiences with us. You are truly an inspiration to your field and we appreciate you for taking the time to speak to our listeners. I want to thank everyone for tuning into the Worldwide Broadcasting station on Live365. We look forward to providing you with additional engaging interviews with professionals around the country and abroad. 

