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TITLE: Getting back on the right road
TEXT: Jere. 2:2,13-19; 2Tim 2:15; Jere. 6:16; Matt 11:28  
INTRODUCTION: Have you ever been lost?

 Have you ever experienced the feeling of being somewhere for the first time and find yourself in a place where you have no idea where you are-- you are totally and completely lost?

  Whenever we travel it seems that the minute we get off the main road we end up in this condition---lost!

 Example: Driving through St Louis we got in the wrong lane and ended up getting off on an exit in East St Louis. This kind of happening doesn't bother Pam--But she is pretty naive... Thinks everyone is nice--- I don't have that perspective---especially when we pull up to a little gas station in a not so nice part of town and they have a Doberman guarding the door. I mean that dog has to be there for a reason. I don't mind admitting that I was a little tense.. (Sense Pam is so optimistic I sent her in for instructions)

  All of us seem to have a tendency to stray off the right road and get lost from time to time.... We end up in a place that may not be to nice and wonder how in the world we ever got there.
  This is unsettling when it happens to us when we are our driving around in our cars but there is something that is far worse.... And that is when this happens in our spiritual life... in our relationship with God.
  When we end up spiritually in a strange place and are left wondering how in the world did I ever get here?

  I mean, where am I and  how did I get here?
  Scripture gives us an example of an entire nation that found itself driving down the road of life and then one day looked up to find themselves lost and about to drive themselves over a cliff to sure and utter destruction---

  The nation is the Kingdom of Judah in the days of the prophet Jeremiah....

  The book starts out with God kind of remembering when...

Jere 2:2 (NIV)

"`I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and followed me through the desert, through a land not sown. 

3 Israel was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of his harvest; all who devoured her were held guilty, 

and disaster overtook them,'" declares the LORD. 

God starts out by reflecting on a past time when the nation of Israel was walking closely with Him but Then by v.13 God has this to say....

Jere 2:13 (NIV) "My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 

14  Is Israel a servant, a slave by birth? Why then has he become plunder? 

15 Lions have roared; they have growled at him. 

They have laid waste his land; his towns are burned and deserted. 

16 Also, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes have shaved the crown of your head.  

17 Have you not brought this on yourselves by forsaking the LORD your God when he led you in the way? 

18 Now why go to Egypt to drink water from the Shihor? And why go to Assyria to drink water from the River? 

19 Your wickedness will punish you; your backsliding will rebuke you. Consider then and realize how evil and bitter it is for you when you forsake the LORD your God and have no awe of me,"  declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty. 

 What happened? How did Judah find herself from being like a bride, one who followed her God and was nurtured and protected by Him, to a place where she is about to be cast out of his presence into sure destruction?

  The answer is a relatively simple one..
  Thy got off the main road and instead of stopping and asking for directions they kept on going, getting more and more lost with every mile they traveled....

  How often do we find ourselves in the same spiritual predicament?
 We get off the main road and just keep on going farther and farther until we come to the place that we may  know that we have lost are way but have no idea of how to find our way back to the main road?

  You see, God has paved a road for us to travel on that starts from the day we accept Jesus as Lord and savior of our life, and it goes all the way, straight through to the gate of the eternal, heavenly city...

  And all that we have to do is just stay on the road that He has laid out before us. 

 But the problem is that along this road there are many, many exits, there are many intersections that cross the highway that God has provided for us to travel on.....

  And often the temptation to get off the highway and take a shortcut overwhelms us, so we turn off and find that the road that we have chosen is a dead end or one that leads us into danger.
  So we may turn around but instead of going back to the road that God has paved for us, we turn off on another unfamiliar road, one that may promise good scenery, a different or alternative view, but we find that it too leads nowhere.
  And after we find ourselves doing this time after time we find ourselves so lost that it seems like it is impossible for us to ever find our way to the place that we initially started out for.
  These exits that we seem to so often take are the exits of sin and compromise in our life...

   Judah went from being fully devoted to God, as a new bride is to her husband, to a place of un-devotion, like that of an adulteress.. 

  The judgment that they found themselves facing wasn't because God had forsaken them, it was because they had forsaken God.
  Judah went from drinking and living off of the living water that flow's forth from God to forsaking Him and drinking from man made, broken down and leaky cisterns...

  You know the problem with a leaky cistern?  It allows contaminants into the water and before you realize what is happening, you can become poisoned by drinking the contaminated water....

    Our world is full of leaky, broken down man made cisterns.....

 Every time we compromise the Word of God, every time when we come to something in Gods Word that may make us feel uncomfortable or bring conviction on our life, when we strive to change the meaning of it to something that is easier for us to live with, we are building our own leaky cistern.
   And another problem with a cistern that leaks, besides becoming contaminated and polluted, is that if it leaks than it will not hold water very long. It will eventually go dry and leave us thirsty.
   God has not just paved a road for us to follow but He has also given us a detailed map tand a GPS to keep us from loosing our way and straying off of the right road..
  The map that He has provided is the Word of God and the GPS is the Holy Spirit.
 And like any map, if it is to be of any use to us, we need to follow it. We need to become familiar with it.
Example: Pam & road maps—Pam doesn't look at the map until we are going by the exit. You need to study the map before you make the trip if you want to make sure that you make all the right turns.
  That is why it is essential for us as Christians to read and study Gods Word. So that we will be able to recognize where the dangerous roads and intersections are before we get to them-- Not after we have made a wrong turn.
 And we need to learn to rely upon our GPS, our internal compass that God has provides us with in the Holy Spirit. Learn to hear that still small voice of the Lord that often tries to warn us of the dangerous roads in life.
 2Tim 2:15 (NKJV) Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

  If you want to stay on the right road, study the map before you take the trip!
   Judah didn't study the map--The result--They got on the wrong road and it brought them face to face with disaster.
   But the love and mercy of God goes beyond definition and human comprehension..
  Even though the people had forsaken God, even though they had taken the wrong turn and found themselves lost and facing disaster, we find God still reaching out to them.....

Jere 6:16 (NIV) This is what the LORD says: 

"Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. 

  When you get off the main road and find yourself lost, one thing that we will find is that it is neither a restful nor is it a peaceful feeling....

 At best we feel stressed and anxious....

  If we have strayed from God and find we have lost our way it is a much, much worse feeling.....

 Yet here God offers us a way to find real rest for a soul that is wearied by losing his way and getting off of the track...

  This is what the LORD says:  "Stand at the crossroads and look;

 As I said a little while ago, there are many crossroads in this life; there are many alternate routes that we can take with our life...

 If we have gotten off on one of those other roads and want to find our way back to the main road, the road that God has provided for us to travel on, God says to stand at the crossroad and look..
  In order to stand you have to stop, to stand is to be still.
 I don't know how many times that I have been lost & just had to pull over to the side of the road and get my bearings, look over the map, find out just exactly where I was and study to see how to get to where it was I wanted to go.
  When we make the wrong turn spiritually we need to do the same thing.
 Just stop and pull over and evaluate the situation.
 God says that once we are standing at the crossroads then to...  Ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, 
  The ancient paths that God is refering to here is the paths that the ancients took, the forefathers of our faith--Abraham, Isaac & Jacob-- The path of faithfulness to God. 

  If you find yourself lost then ask for God to bring you back to that ancient path, that path that is an established, tried and true path...A path that many of the faithful have followed before us and proven its course..

  Ask where the good way is... the way of God ... The way that He has provided for us...

  Ask and then walk in that way!

  You ask & God is faithful, He will show us but we still have to choose to walk in the way and on the path that He provides.....

It is only then that: you will find rest for your souls. 

 You know, when you have been traveling and found yourself lost several times throughout the day, there is no better feeling than after you have gotten back on the right road and have pulled over for the night to just sit back and actually be able to relax, to find rest.
  How much sweeter the rest that God has for the soul that has been wearied by being lost and on the wrong road spiritually then finding his way back to God.
  All of us will come to crossroads in our life, most of us will come to several...Most of us have made some wrong turns in our walk with the Lord that have possibly even made us feel like we were lost.... Maybe that is where you are this morning....

  If that is the case then just know that God has a place of rest for you.....

 On a more contemporary note, Jesus said it this way:

Matt 11:28 (NIV) "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

  There is nothing that you have done that God can't or won't forgive, there is not any "wrong turns" that you have made that God can't take you back and place you on the right road, the road that He has made for you to walk upon--the road that leads straight to the gate of an eternity with Him.
   The question is-- Is that the road that we will choose?

  If you find yourself weary and burdened because you have made a wrong turn and have been traveling on the wrong road, a road that is going no where, than here Jesus say “come” to you this morning...

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

