LOCAL CHURCH AUTONOMY

PH. 1:1

I.  INT.

A.  One of the principles of the N.T. that is grossly

Misunderstood is L.C autonomy
B.  By autonomy we mean:

1.  “The condition or quality of being autonomous, indep.

     Self-government; self-determination”

2.  “Self-government with respect to local or internal affairs

3.  “A self-governing state, community or group”-The 
     American Heritage Dictionary

II.  GOD IN HIS INFINITE WISDOM HAS MADE EACH LOCAL 

     CHURCH AUTONMOUS

A.  THIS IS GOD’S PATTERN

1.  Anyone who has read the Bible knows that man is to

     walk by faith-2Cor. 5:7

a.  This faith, by which we are to walk, comes from one and 

Only ONE place-“The hearing of Gods word”-Rm. 10:17

b.  Without this faith, which comes from the Word of God, 

     There is not a man on earth who can please God

2.  Since the Word of God teaches L.C. autonomy we cannot 

     please God, without following his pattern 
B.  GOD’S PATTERN IS FOR EACH LOCAL CHURCH TO DO

ITS OWN WORK

1.  Paul admonished the elders at Ephesus to-Acts 20:28

2.  Peter continues this thought-I Pet. 5:2
3.  These instructions to elders emphasize that each
     local was autonomous

C.  IT IS NOT ALLOWABLE FOR ELDERS TO INVOLVE

     THEMSELVES IN OVERSEEING THE WORK OF OTHER CHURCHES
III.  LOCAL CHURCH AUTONOMY DOES NOT MEAN:

A.  EACH LOCAL CAN MAKE LAW’S FOR ITSELF

1.  We have only one lawgiver-Jas. 4:12-It is not the pope, Joseph

     Smith or the church (I Cor. 9:21)
2.  He is the head of the church-Eph. 1:22, 23

3.  The King of the Kingdom-I Tim. 6:15
B.  A CONGREGTION CAN DECIDE TO MAKE A

     YOUNG, UNMARRIED MAN AN ELDER-TIT. 1:6

1.  One cannot serve as an elder in Name Only-It is a work

C.  A CONGREGATION CAN DECIDE ON WHICH DAY

     TO EAT THE LORD’S SUPPER

1.  The Lord has decided-Acts 20:7

a.  To break read on any other day is to transgress the doctrine

     of Christ- 2 Jn. 9-11

D.  A LOCAL CONGREGATION CAN DECIDE WHAT 

     ELEMENTS TO USE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER

1.  The Lord has decided this-Matt. 26:17, 26-29

E.  A LOCAL CHURCH CAN DECIDE THE KIND OF 

     ACTIVITY IT WILL ENGAGE IN

1.  AGAIN, THE Lord has decided this-Eph. 4:12

F.  A LOCAL CHURCH CAN DECIDE THE METHOD OF

     RAISING MONEY FOR ITS WORK

1.  The Lord has already DECIDED this-I Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 9:6-8

2.  We are warned-I Cor. 4:6
IV.  EACH LOCAL CHURCH DID ITS OWN WORK UNDER THE

     SUPERVISION OF ITS OWN ELDERS

A.  IN EVANGELISM-I TIM. 3:15

1.  The local church sent out preachers-Acts 11:22

2.  The local church supported preachers-Ph. 4:15-18; 1:4-7; 2
     Cor. 11:8,9

3.  The local church has authority for supporting the local 

     preacher-I Cor. 9:11-

4.  How did local churches support preachers?-Ph. 4:15-16;

     2 Cor. 11:8

a.  Sent direct-not through another church or organization

b.  The church at Phillipi did not send to the L.C. in Corinth
     support Paul

B.  IN BENEVOLENCE-I COR. 16:1

1.  Jerusalem-I Cor. 16:3; Rm. 15:25-28

a.  We do not know what brought about this need

b.  Persecution?
2.  Each church raised its own funds-I Cor. 16:1-2

3.  Each local church acted independently-I Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor.
     8:19,23

a.  Selected own messengers

b.  No church sent its money through another church or organ.
c.  Individuals not churches served as messengers
d.  The only time any church contributed, out of its treasury to
     Another church was in “want” and to make it “free from

     need”-2 Cor. 8:14-15, 9:12

C.  IN EDIFICATION

1.  The church is edified by the strengthening, & growth 

     of its members-I Cor. 14:26; Rm. 14:19

a.  The purpose of every Christian-I Th. 5:11; Rm. 15:1-3

2.  Christians must be strengthened in the faith-Eph. 4:14-15;

     Heb. 5:12-14

3.  IN WHAT?--2 Pet. 3:18; Ph. 1:9; 2 Th. 1:3; I Th. 2:12; 3:13,

    Jas. 4:7-10

a.  Much of this growth is attained through individual effort-

     2 Tim. 2:15; 2:1-8; l:13; 6:11-16; 2 Pet. 1:5-8; 5:6-10

b.  Encourage and edify one another-Ph. 2:1-4, 19-21; Heb. 

     10:24-25; I Th. 5:12-14; I Pet. 4:8-10; Jas. 5:19-20; Gal. 6:1-2

V.  HOW MAY THE LOCAL CHURCH EDIFY ITS MEMBERS?

A.  THROUGH WORSHIP-I PET. 2:5

B.  THROUGH FAITHFUL TEACHING-2 TIM. 4:2; TIT. 2:1;1:9
C.  BY PROPER DISCIPLINE-TIT. 3:10; I COR. 5:1-18; 2 TH. 3:6
     RM. 16:17-18

D.  THROUGH PROPER LOVE AND CONSIDERATION OF ITS

     MEMBERS- EPH. 4:28-32; PH. 4:2; 2:3-4

     I COR. 1:10; 12:25; COL. 3:12-15

 VI. CONCLUSION:
