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TITLE: The Oldest Profession
TEXT: Gen. 2:9 & 3:17-23; Mt. 13:3-9; 1 Tim. 6:10; 

James. 1:22-25

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the oldest profession. Do you know what the oldest profession is?

 Some call prostitution the oldest profession but that is not true.
 The oldest profession, the first occupation was tending the Garden of Eden.
 The first occupation was gardening, farming if you will.
 Man’s first job description was agricultural.
Working with and tending the ground.

Sense we live in a farm community, this morning I want to talk about agriculture and the word of God. As you read through Scripture it is really pretty amazing how much is written about agriculture.
  In fact, where is it that Biblical history starts? 

.
 Genesis 2:9 (NIV) 9And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

 After God had created Adam and Eve He placed them in the Garden of Eden to tend its fruit and live there. After man disobeys God and falls into sin God places a judgment upon man….

Genesis 3:17 - 23 (NIV) 17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it  all the days of your life. 1
8    It will produce thorns and thistles for you,     and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19    By the sweat of your brow  you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken;  for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 20Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 21The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.  22And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”  23So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 

 And so the industry of agriculture, as we know it today, begins…..
23So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 

 Early man almost exclusively made his living from agriculture or from agriculture related industry.
 Even those that may have raised cattle or goats or sheep were dependent upon agriculture….they would need to grow crops to feed their livestock.
 And it is because of this that there are so many analogies used in scripture about agriculture or agriculture related topics.
 Analogies made about the ground, the soil, the garden, crops, fruit, harvest, famine and the list could go on and on.
 Many of the parables that Jesus used in Scripture were agriculturally based analogies. Either about growing things or raising livestock that needed the things that were grown to survive.
 The barren fig tree, The good shepherd, The workers in the vineyard, The tares and the wheat,  the wise servant, the sower…..as well as many other of Christ parables  where all rooted and based in agriculture.
 I want to talk about one of these parables this morning … The parable of the sower or the parable of the farmer….

  Matthew 13:3 - 9 (NIV) 3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed.  4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  9He who has ears, let him hear.”

 The importance of this parable and it’s all inclusiveness is summed up in verse 9…..9He who has ears, let him hear.”

 So if you have ears this morning then God is speaking to you.
 Have you ever wondered why some people seem to fall away from the faith and others seem to flourish in the faith and continue on to the end?

I believe that a person’s “spiritual staying power” will depend upon his or her inclination toward the Word of God….

 Jesus parable here centers on soil, particularity the condition of soil.

 In His parable Jesus uses the analogy of four different types or conditions of soil …
 Soil along the path or trampled soil--- rocky soil---thorny soil and good soil.

 Three soil types are bad or non-productive to the seed that is sown and one soil type is good to receive the seed and will ultimately bear fruit.
 Each type of soil represents a way that people will hear the word of God….

 Let’s take a look at the types of soil Jesus mentions….

First: soil along the path or trampled soil….

 In Palestine, small farms were divided by paths that were trampled very hard by much traffic, both human and animal traffic. As the farmers sowed his seed, some of it would fall on the wayside or on this hard packed dirt. Because the seed was vulnerable on the path, it had no way of submerging or penetrating the soil, it would just lay on the top and the birds would swoop down and eat it up. This hard packed soil represents the hearts of wayside hearers of God’s Word or those whose hearts have become so hard that Gods word simply cannot penetrate their lives.

 This represents the heart that has been trampled hard by the hoofs of Satan and his herd of lies, lusts, and vanities. God’s Word has no place to sink in and take root so that it can grow.

 This kind of person, I believe, is rare but they do exist.

 Someone, who like Pharaoh, in the time of Moses had hardened his heart so much against God that he crossed that proverbial point of no return…. 

 After the first 5 plagues were performed before Pharaoh Scripture says that Pharaoh hardened his heart and would not let the people go…. From the sixth plague on it says that God hardened Pharaohs heart and he refused to let the people go….

 What had happened between the 5th and the six plagues?

 What had happened to pharaoh was that he crossed the point of no return and God saw that Pharaoh would never repent of his sin and turn to God so from that point on God used Pharaoh as an instrument of destruction sense Pharaoh had already sealed his own fate by his rejection of God.
 He had allowed his heart to become so hard, so trampled down and compacted by the things of this world that the soil of his heart had become as hard as concrete with no chance of ever receiving the seed.
 Folks, there is a danger in the continual rejection of Christ and Gods Word.  God will always receive the repentant sinner, but the problem is, through constant and continual rejection of God, we can come to a place where we will never repent.
 It is not a matter of Gods willingness to forgive, for He is always willing to forgive…It is a matter of our feeling the need and desire to seek that forgiveness whereby God can forgive us.
  Next, some of the seed fell upon rocky soil. This kind of soil was actually rocks protruding from the hills or mountains with only an inch or two of soil on top.

 This soil was easily warmed by the sun, encouraging the seed to sprout quickly… But when the sun rose high, it scorched the seed.  Having no root or shallow roots, the tender plant died.

 In this same way, rocky soil hearers of God Word feel enthusiastic about God’s word in the beginning, when they first hear it, but while their hearts seem tender to the Word on the outside, inwardly they have no intentions of allowing the Word to change their hearts and lives.  The instant that tribulation comes because of God’s Word, these people stumble spiritually, not being able to withstand the heat… They end up withering up and dying spiritually….

 These are people who seem willing to follow Christ as long as the voyage is smooth, as long as everything is going well in their life, but at the first sign of trial or tribulation they lose faith and jump ship.
 They have shallow roots of faith and at the first sign of heat, what root there is, dries up and dies leaving the plant to wither and die as well.

The third type of soil that Jesus talks about is thorny soil..

 Although, the soil is good and richly nourishes the seed, and the seed sprouts and starts to grow, but then the weeds come and choke the life out of the plant and eventually talk over the soil.

 This is where many, many people have found themselves to be spiritually….

 The thorny soil hearer of the Word of God can hear and adsorb God’s Word, but the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke them, preventing them from ever bearing any spiritual fruit.

 I have seen a lot of people over the years who have seemed to fall into this category.
  People who say or think: Oh, I don’t have time for spiritual things. I don’t have time to pray or to set aside a daily time just for God.
 I have to work and make a living and there is so much other stuff that needs to be done.  I just don’t have time for God right now.
 Thorny soil hearers of God’s Word pay too much attention to the cares of this world, forgetting that they will one day die and have to face God and give an account for even every careless word that they have spoken. 

 They don’t realize that all the stuff that seems so important to them now that keeps them so occupied and so busy will one day disintegrate when they stand in God’s presence.
 Many of them have become deceived by riches.

 I have known people who have prospered, been so blessed by God that they no longer concern themselves with the cares of this world, yet have let riches deceive them.

 Even though everything has seemed to come their way they want more and more. Instead of God’s goodness leading them to satisfaction and to trust Him more, their wealth seems to bring forth more thorns in their lives.

 They buy every sort of new gadget and toy and invest in every new luxury to make life more exciting, yet they have no time for God, no time for Church, no time for fellowship with other believers.

 Instead they say, I must look after my money, my portfolio.

 What we see about the thorny soil hearer of God’s Word is that, although the soil richly nourished the seed, the thorns of materialism choke the plant so that it can’t bring forth fruit to maturity.

 Money in and of itself is not bad. In fact we can do some very good and even godly things with it!

 This morning we will be taking up a missions offering.

 An offering that’s purpose is to enable someone to preach the Gospel of Christ  in a place and to a people that we can’t go to personally.
 Its sole intent is to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God.
 Scripture never says that Money is bad or evil.  It says that the love of money, the coveting of money is what is bad or evil.
1 Timothy 6:10 (NIV) 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
  Many people mistakenly think they can find contentment in the things of the world. 

 A wealthy employer once overheard one of his workers exclaim, "Oh if I only had a hundred dollars, I would be perfectly content." Knowing that his own money had not given him real inner peace, he told her, "Since I would like to see someone who is perfectly contented, I'm going to grant your desire." He gave her the hundred dollars and left, but before he was out of earshot, he heard her remark, almost bitterly, "Why on earth didn't I say 200?" The boss smiled, for he had made his point that money doesn't make a person "perfectly contented."

A beggar asked a millionaire   "How many more dollars would it take to make you truly happy?"   The millionaire,   reaching his gnarled hands Into the beggar's cup, replied, “Only one more!"

 Money isn’t any more evil than in other inanimate object.
 It is in the loving or coveting of money that we find the potential for evil.
 And for a Christian it will choke out the grace of God from one’s life quicker than anything else.
 Scripture says: Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

 Just take a moment to reflect on some of the once prominent Televangelists like James and Tammy Fay Baker or Jimmy Swaggert…..
 Ministries that once did much good in advancing the Gospel of Christ though the money that they were able to raise was pierced with grief when money started to become the end of the means instead of a means to get to an end.
 The last soil that Jesus talks about is the good soil.
The good soil Christian is the one who hears the Word of God, understands what it is saying, heeds its commands and admonitions, applies them to their lives and goes on to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God.
 These are people who have allowed the Holy Spirit of God to till the soil of their heart so that it is soft and mallow for the seed, people who not just hear the Word but after hearing it bring their lives into submission and subjection to it.
James 1:22 - 25 (NIV) 22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror  24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 
 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.

22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror  24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 

 To hear God’s word but not do what it says is like a man who has spaghetti sauce all over his face who goes and looks into a mirror and sees his messy condition but the instant he looks away from the mirror he forgets that he has spaghetti sauce all over his face so he does nothing about it, he doesn’t bother to clean it off and ends up walking around in that condition. One who has allowed themselves to become deceived into thinking that they are clean when they obviously are not.
25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.

 This speaks of looking into the mirror of God’s Word, seeing what junk it reveals in our life, then responding to the reflection that we see by taking the necessary action to clean up our life.
 When we do this we show that the soil of our life is good to receive the seed and produce a harvest.
 What is the condition of the soil of your heart before God this morning?

Which type of soil does God have to sow seed within your life?

 Have you allowed the soil of your heart to become so hard and trampled that the seed of God’s word just lies on the surface waiting to be snatched away by the enemy?

Or is the soil of your heart like rocky soil---there is not enough depth in your relationship with God so what is planted and received soon dries up and dies out?

 Or is the soil of your heart like thorny soil… Have you allowed the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches to crowd out your personal time with God so that the seed planted within you finds no nourishment to grow and bear fruit?

 Or is the soil of your heart good soil? Soil that you have allowed the Lord to till and make fertile by your obedience to the word so that the seed that God plants within you will grow and bring forth a harvest? 

 Producing a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

 Each of us will find that the soil of our hearts will fall into one of these four categories….

 The good news is that, regardless of the condition of the soil of our heart today, God is the master farmer and knows how to prepare every kind of soil so it can be receptive to His seed and produce a harvest.
 Are you allowing God to bring in the heavy machinery of His Holy Spirit into the field of your life to prepare and make good the soil of your heart today?


