Weekly Devotional 7-25-2011 Opportunities for Christ

As I was preparing to write the devotional last night God took me to the book of Nehemiah chapters 1-3.  Nehemiah is a name synonymous with problems. His life had more difficulties that Murphey of Murphey’s law ever dreamed of.  People ganged up on him, supplies were short, workers grew tired, authorities sat on paperwork, and on top of all of that the enemy was lurking in the background. Most people in Nehemiah’s fix would take an early retirement, no incentives required or quit and not care at all because of the insurmountable challenges.  

Facing and solving problems with challenges is what God calls us to do as His children. It is with great faith we must take on whatever lies in front of us. Just like the ones who have gone before us in Hebrews Chapter 11 the faith chapter that is what we as children of God are called to do also.  When a problem comes the last thing most people think to do is pray we are always thinking of our own ways to try to fix it relying on our own independence and not our interdependence with God.  
Praying is the first thing we are called to do as children of the Gospel.  This is exactly what Nehemiah did first; he prayed!  We all know the story about how his friend came to him and told him the walls of Jerusalem had been broken down.  This made me think of people and how whatever walls they may have up in the outside world, inside those walls are broken for whatever reason no matter what walk of life they come from. Realistically, we are all damaged material and need each other whether or not we confess it or want to acknowledge it or not. That is because of sin! 
Nehemiah 1:5 – 1:11 is a beautifully thought prayer from Nehemiah’s heart for his people, and God’s children. He reminds God they are His children.  In chapter three the Bible list’s in order the names of all those who helped rebuild the wall and their contribution to it.  I like to think of us like this chapter, each of our names listed in the rebuilding of the faith, hope and love that we can share and show others who are hurting.  Our existence has but only one purpose… to serve and glorify God; in serving others we do that.  Take this thought away with you today Philippians 2:6-8, to die to ourselves and to live in “Opportunities for Christ”. Take every opportunity given to you to be a Christ child and share the love and the Gospel of Christ. 

