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TITLE: Freedom

TEXT: Gen. 2:15-17; Ephe. 3:12; 1 Cor. 13:8-12; Gal. 5:1; Heb. 4:15-16; 2 Cor. 3:17; Ro. 8:1-4; Jn. 8:31-32; 1 Pet. 2:16

INTRODUCTION: Last weekend we celebrated our national day of independence so this morning I would like to talk about freedom.

 One thing that is common within the heart of all men is the desire to be free.

 I love the closing scene in the movie Braveheart. Mel Gibson plays the lead role of a Scotsman by the name of William Wallace when Scotland was under the tyranny of English rule. After his wife is killed by an English lord, William Wallace’s passion of life becomes to set himself and his fellow Scotsmen free from English oppression.

 For years Wallace strives to unite his fellow Scotsmen to drive the English out of the land and gain their freedom.

 After many battles against the army of the English king and toward the end of the movie William Wallace is captured and his captors give him a choice…

  Vow allegiance to the King of England and die quickly or not vow allegiance to the king and die a slow and agonizing death by impalement.  Wallace chooses not to pledge allegiance to the king.  And as he is being impaled by the English torturers and is in horrific pain he motions with his eyes that he wants to say something…. The man in charge of the execution thinks he finally wants the mercy of quick death and is now ready to vow allegiance to the king so he quiets the crowd and allows Wallace to speak…

 William Wallace gathers all the strength that remains in his tortured body and cries out will all the strength that he can muster…FREEDOM!

 It is one of the most powerful and moving scenes in a movie that I have ever seen.
A man’s quest for freedom for himself and his country is so great that he chooses death by impalement rather than to renounce his God given right of freedom….

 Do you realize that freedom is a God given right, that we were created to be free? We were actually created in freedom?

Freedom was a first act of God’s creation of man. Freedom is deeply imbedded in our very natures as God created us.
 In Theological language we call it “free moral agency”.

Free moral agency is simply the right or freedom to choose for ourselves.
God created us as free moral agents with the right to choose for ourselves.  Freedom and its desire are deeply imbedded in our very natures.
 Listen to Gods First talk with Adam Immediately after God created him….

Genesis 2:15 - 17 (NIV) 15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;  17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”

16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free!

What was God really saying to man here?

You are free to choose for yourself! Even I will not interfere with the choices that you make.
 If you make the wrong choice there will be consequences to that wrong choice but I give you the freedom to choose for yourself..
The point is freedom is something that was imparted within each of us at creation. We were created to be free and whenever anything tries to separate us from that freedom there is a deep moaning within our soul to not give it up.
 And if we lose our freedom there is something that rises from deep within us that wants it back.
Our quest for freedom is apparent almost from birth.
We can watch and see that our youngest children or grandchildren  have a very strong desire for freedom at times. 

Take any toddler and try to restrain them from doing something that they want to do or from going somewhere that they want to go and see what happens.
 Many times, at the least, they throw a fit.
Why? You are infringing upon their freedom.
They want to be free to do what they want to do or go where they want to go.
Do you want to know why most young men can’t wait to get their drivers licenses? It is all about freedom!

 Once I can drive I can go where I want, when I want without being dependent on someone else to get me there!.. I can be free!

 I didn’t start out with a cool car when I first started driving.

 I inherited a 1962 Chevy 2 station wagon from my parents.

 Let me tell you, even back then a Chevy 2 station wagon was not considered a chick magnet.
 But that didn’t make any difference to me because when I was cruising down the road in my Chevy 2 station wagon with my 4-70 air conditioning roaring in my ears I was as free as the guy driving the brand new Chevy Corvette!

Remember the 4-70 air conditionings we used to have?  Four windows down going 70 mph!

The pilgrims that first came to the shores of this great country came in the quest for freedom.
Specifically in search of the freedom to worship God as they chose to worship Him.
Our founding Fathers set the pillars of American Constitutional government upon the precepts of freedom.
 Our Declaration of Independence is a document of freedom.

Our constitution is a document of freedom.
Our Bill of Rights is a document of freedom.
The right of the people to choose for themselves. 
 Even with all of our flaws as a nation today we are still basically a nation of free men.
  We even have the freedom to complain about our government  and don’t have to fear imprisonment or death for doing so..(but maybe an IRS audit if you are a conservative Christian who may speak out)
 Not all people of this world can make that boast. Many would, many have and many are dying right now to try to attain the degree of freedom that we so often take for granted within our nation today.
Do you realize that Christianity is all about freedom?
The cross of Christ is, in fact, a symbol of freedom?
There are two aspects of this freedom that we have been given as a Christian that I want to talk about this morning.

First- the freedom to approach God. 

And not just approach Him but the freedom to actually fellowship with Him.
 In speaking about coming to a saving faith in Christ Jesus Scripture tells us this in:

Ephesians 3:12 (NIV) 12In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence!

 This is the freedom that man was created with when he was first placed in the Garden of Eden. He was free to approach God with confidence.
 In those early days in the Garden Scripture says that God came down and walked with man and talked with man in the Garden in the cool of the day. In other words, God came and hung out with Adam & Eve. Picture them all sitting around the patio table sipping iced tea together as God is telling Adam and Eve about all the wonders of creation. Picture Adam, so comfortable with God that he says God, have you heard the joke about the giraffe and the Hippopotamus? 

 And then man did something very stupid… He exercised his freedom, his free will, to disobey God and fell into sin. And when he did he lost the ability, the freedom to fellowship with God in this personal way .
 After man uses his freedom to embrace sin in Genesis chapter 3 we have no other account in the entirety of Scripture where man is allowed to come into the literal presence of God again.
 Man’s sinfulness had driven a wedge between himself and his creator that man had no hope of ever restoring.
 Through Christ Jesus God has once again opened up that possibility of our having the freedom of personal fellowship with Himself.
Ephesians 3:12 (NIV) 12In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence!

Through a saving relationship with Jesus Christ we can walk with God and talk with God spiritually right now and we have the promise, that when this life is over, that we will literally enter His very presence once again.
 We will once again be able to literally hang out with God.
 Sit with Him around heavens patio table and listen as He tells us all the mysteries of the universe and creation.
 It is what the Apostle Paul was talking about in 1st Cor. 13 When he said:

1 Corinthians 13:8 - 12 (NIV) 8---But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  9For we know in part and we prophesy in part,  10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. ------  12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

Paul is talking about the time when all the faithful will once again enjoy the perfect freedom that we were created in.
 The freedom to come with confidence into the very presence of our God.
 He says: 12Now (in this life) we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then (when we enter eternity) we shall see face to face.

Mirrors back then were mostly made of polished metal such as brass or copper and even though they gave a reflection it was a relatively poor reflection.
 The one looking into that mirror would not be able to see all the details of their face but would only see a vague image of what they looked like.
 Paul says that even for the Christian this is how we see and understand God while we are in this world. As if we were looking upon a piece of polished brass.
But, once we leave this world and enter our promise of heaven he says we will see face to face.
We will be able to look upon the literal face of God and he will be able to literally look upon us.
 We will once again have the freedom of standing in the literal presence of our creator and commune with Him.
I love the next verse….

Paul says:

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

Wow! Do you know what that means? 

Now, in this life, our knowledge is, at best, limited.
There are things that we can simply just not understand or comprehend.  Why a friend or loved one who loved Christ died at such an early age.  Why God allowed a great tragedy to come. Why men and women have to die in war even when they are on the side of right.
Then, when we enter eternity, we will know fully even as we are fully known.
We will see and understand things just as God sees and understands things.
I have heard people say, I have even said it myself, man when I get to Heaven do I have some questions for God…
When we get to Heaved we won’t need to ask any questions because we will know fully even as we are fully known.
Our knowledge and understanding will be set free when we get that new resurrected body and questions won’t be necessary for we will have literally put on the mind of Christ.
What a wonderful freedom that awaits us as a child of God who has had their life washed by the blood of the Lamb.
That is the freedom that awaits us as a Christian when we leave this world and enter into our inheritance but I also want to talk about a freedom that we can experience in its fullness right here and now.
 And that is freedom from the cruelest taskmaster this world has ever known---Freedom from the bondage and oppression of sin.
Galatians 5:1 (NIV) 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

 Savor these words for a moment in your mind this morning…

1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.

el-yoo-ther-ee'-ah
freedom (legitimate -- chiefly moral—liberty.
It comes from the root:

el-yoo'-ther-os
unrestrained (to go at pleasure), that is, (as a citizen) not a slave (whether freeborn or manumitted), or (generally) exempt (from obligation or liability):—free (man, woman), at liberty.
Jesus is talking about a freedom that transcends human understanding.  A freedom whereby the slave and the free man can enjoy it to the same degree.
Jesus is talking about freedom from our bondage to sin.
When we place ourselves in Christ, when we come to Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins and allow Him to come into our heart and become the Lord and Savior of our life, we are set free from the bondage and oppression that our sin has caused.
We are set free from every past sin through being totally and completely forgiven by God.
Scripture assures us that when we come to Christ that our sins are as far removed from us as east is from west!

 That our sins have all been buried in the depths of the deepest sea! That God remembers them no more!

You see, God has an ability that you and I don’t have..

 God has the ability, not just to forgive our sin but He has the ability to literally forget our sin. 

Often we come before God and try to dig up some sin of our past that has already been forgiven by God, but we just can’t seem to let it go, so every once in a while we bring it back up before Him….. God forgive this sin.
God’s response: What sin are you talking about? I don’t know of that sin.  If it was there it is there no longer so why keep bringing it up?

It has been as far removed from you as east is from west!

It has been buried in the deepest part of the sea! I simply do not remember it!

When we understand this one fact about God then it will open up a whole new dimension of understanding of Scripture to us.
12In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  

Hebrews 4:15 - 16 (NKJV) 15For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  16Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

 How many of you have found the freedom to come boldly and with confidence before the throne of grace, the throne of God?

Example:  The picture I get in my mind of this is when JFK was president of the United States. 

 A picture that was widely publicized was one of President Kennedy in the oval office in a meeting and in burst little John Jr. who goes right up to the president and starts talking to him.
Because of the relationship that he had with his father he could boldly and with confidence approach him without fear of rejection.
We may say: But this was the president of the United States of America.
Yes, but to John Jr. it was his daddy!

We may say: But God is the God of all creation! The Lord of all Lords and the King of all Kings! 
 Yes, but He is also our heavenly Father who loves it whenever we come to spend time with Him.
This is the freedom of the cross of Christ once we embrace it for our own life. To be able to boldly and with confidence come before the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help us in times of need.

This is the freedom that forgiveness from past sin can and should bring us.
But this freedom that is found in Christ doesn’t stop there..
The freedom of Christ is not just to forgives us from past sin but deliver us from future sinning..
The freedom that we find in Christ also enables us to go and to sin no more.
 In Christ, we actually have the freedom to not sin!

 Outside of Christ, when Christ is absent from our life we really have no choice but to sin at times.
 So we shouldn’t be too hard on people who don’t know Christ when they sin---they have no other choice in a sense.
 They are just doing what their nature is telling them to do.
2 Corinthians 3:17 (NIV) 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

Once we come to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ Scripture tells us that His very Spirit comes to indwell our hearts. The Holy Spirit of Christ takes up residence in our lives.
And for what purpose?

To give us the ability to live in true freedom, especially the freedom over our sinful nature and help us to not sin..
It is what the Apostle Paul is telling us in:

 Romans 8:1 - 4 (NIV) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man,  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

Did you catch that?
The righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

This means that through Christ and His indwelling presence in our lives we actually have the ability to not sin.
 And folks that is freedom in the highest degree!

 Having the freedom to live a life that is pleasing to God.
 Having the freedom to be able to come to Him boldly and with confidence in our times of need knowing that He is there to receive us because there is nothing that separates us from Him any longer.
This morning are you living your life as a free man or a free woman?

We can live in the freest country on the face of the earth, and we do, but that is not what makes us truly free.
John 8:31 - 32 (NIV) 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 14:6 (NIV) 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Jesus said it was only the truth that would set us free and then He identifies Himself as that truth..
This morning, have you embraced that truth, the truth of Jesus Christ? Have you asked Him to come in and become the Lord and Savior of your life? And are you living in the freedom that He has provided? The freedom that was secured for you and me on Calvary’s cross?

1 Peter 2:16 (NIV) 16Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 


