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TITLE: BECOMING WHO YOU ARE!

TEXT: Gal. 4:1-7; Eph. 4:1-3; Phil. 1:27; Mt. 5:38-48;

Phil. 4:4-9; Ps. 16:7-9; 1 Jn. 3:1-3

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about becoming what you are. So what are you this morning that you are to become? 

 Let me move into the context that I want to talk about this morning.  How many here this morning have made the claim of Christ? How many here today call yourself a Christian?

 OK, now say those words: I am a Christian!

 Now if you have come to Christ, seeking His forgiveness for your sins and asked Him to come into your life to be your Savior and have allowed Him to be the Lord of your life then you have just made a profession of your faith based upon reality..
 If you have made Jesus the Lord and Savior of your life then you are a Christian..
 Now then, this is what we are! I am a Christian! So now we need to strive to become what we are!

Pastor John Macarthur once said this:

“The Christian life is simply becoming what Christ has already made you! “

What did he mean? The Christian life is simply becoming what Christ has already made you?

Suppose immediately after you were saved, the Lord stamped your forehead with these words: “Watch me, I’m a Christian.—I am a child of God.” 

How would that affect your life and lifestyle?

How would it affect the way that you live your day to day life if the Lord had those words stamped across your forehead for everyone to see no matter where you were or what you were doing at any given time?

Watch me, I am a Christian! Watch me; I am a child of God!

The first step in becoming what we are is to realize who we are.
We may not have a physical mark like this on our forehead, but as a Christian we do bear the name of Christ in this world.
When we first put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, we become part of His family!


Galatians 4:1 - 7 (NIV) 1What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  2He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  3So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.  4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,  5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls

out, “AbbaFather.”  7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

Did you catch that?

6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”  7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father!

The word Abba is neither Hebrew nor Greek but it is Aramaic. The closest English equivalent would be Daddy or Papa.  It speaks of that close and intimate relationship that can only exist between a child and their Dad!

The first step in our becoming what we are is to realize who we are…
If you have embraced Jesus as your Lord and Savior then you are a Child of God!

We throw that term around so much within the Church today and yet never really realize the impact of what we are saying.
In the culture in which the Bible was written this was intended to be a very powerful statement..
A child of a father had many rights as well as many responsibilities.
 As a child you would have at your disposal everything that your Father had, and you would be an heir of everything that your father owned.
 As a Son or a daughter your father would expect you to act and behave in a way that would not disrespect or bring shame to Him or the family name.
As God’s children, we indeed have many rights, honors and privileges, but He expects us to behave like His children.
Ephesians 4:1 - 3 (NIV) 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.

Just as a child honors his father by obeying him, we honor God by walking worthy of Him…
Our actions must be actions He would approve.
 Our desire must be His desires. Our goals and objectives must be His goals and objectives.
A seminary professor once said that the whole 
Christian life is simply becoming what you are!
Because you are a child of God, you need to act like a child of God! You need to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.

The word we translate worthy here is the Greek:

ax-ee'-oce
Adverb =appropriately:—as becometh, after a godly sort, worthily (-thy).

It comes from the root word

agō (in the sense of  to weigh); of weight, of worth, worthy:—appropriate (1), deserving (4), fitting .

As used in Ephe 4:1 the word worthy speaks of equalization and balance.
In other words there ought to be perfect harmony between who we are and how we live.
We fail in our commitment to Christ when we fail to live as Christ would live. 

Philippians 1:27 (NIV) 27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 
27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Conduct yourselves equal to that of Christ…
Conduct yourselves in balance with Christ…
27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Having a bad day? 27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Have someone mistreat you or treat you unfairly?

27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Your boss gives the credit for something that you did to a co-worker who goes ahead and takes the credit for it?  27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

In other words we need to match our conduct to the Gospel! Match our conduct to the conduct of Jesus!

Jesus talked a lot about conducting ourselves worthy of the gospel.

One such time is in:

Matthew 5:38 - 6:1 (NIV) 38“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’£  39But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor£ and hate your enemy.’  44But I tell you: Love your enemies£ and pray for those who persecute you,  45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?  48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

The word for perfect used here is:
tel'-i-os
complete (in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character,  completeness:—of full age, man, perfect.

It is a word that speaks of completeness of moral character fashioned after God…
Of all the New Testament examples of Christians who had become what they are, there is probably no better illustration then the Apostle Paul.

In telling us about how to live the Christian life Paul has these words to say in:

 Philippians 4:4 - 9 (NIV) 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  5Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
 What the Apostle says here in verse 9 has always struck me as kind of arrogant on Paul’s part.
 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

What did Paul just say?

If you want to know how to be a good Christian then just look at my life and follow my example!

Does this sound a little prideful or even arrogant to anyone else here this morning?

You want to be like Jesus then just watch me!

Paul wasn’t being prideful or even arrogant, he was being honest…
You see Paul had learned who he was and had become who he was…
Paul realized just what his position was as a Child of God and he lived his life striving to become what he was.
Paul realized the benefit and the responsibility of just what being a son of God meant. And his life backed up this claim.
Paul could lay out the challenge: 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.—
He could boldly say that because he had learned how to become what he was!

He became what he was through total and complete surrender of his life to Christ…
Everything that Paul did and everything that he said was first run through the filter of Christ..
He knew he was a child of God Almighty! Adopted into His family through his relationship with Christ.
Paul knew that he was an heir of God, aco-heir with Jesus himself.
And as a son in the royal family he knew that with all of the great privileges came just as great responsibilities.
He was responsible to represent the Fathers business with faithfulness and integrity. Never allowing himself to do anything that would bring shame or disgrace to the family name that he now bore.
Paul lived his life as if the Lord had stamped the words on his forehead, watch me, I am a Christian!

Paul was so focused on who he was that whatever happened in his life, good or bad, he saw it in relation to his relationship with God.
 Whether Paul was being whipped with a cat of nine tails or shipwrecked and treading water in the open sea or sitting chained in the dungeon of a Philippian jail His questions were: What does this mean God and how will  this affect You.
Often when a problem comes into our life we are prone to say: Woe is me! I wonder how this is going to affect me. Will it cause me pain? Will it cost me something? 

Too often we think on just an earthly level…
Paul always thought on a Heavenly level.
 His questions would have been: What is God trying to teach me? How can I glorify God in this?

When we really start to become who we are we will find that we start to see things more and more in the light of Divine perspective..
This God perspective, this level of God consciousness is the only right way for a child of God to live.
Kind David, for the most part, had this perspective.

Psalms 16:7 - 9 (NIV) 7    I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. 8    I have set the LORD always before me.     Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 9 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure,  

I have set the LORD always before me.

This is how we become what we are as a child of God.
I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

 A.W. Tozer once said: To many Christians, Christ is little more than an idea, or at best an ideal--He is not a fact.  Millions of professed believers talk as if He were real and act as if He were not. Our actual position is always to be discovered by the way we act, not by the way we talk. 
We will never become who we are as a Christian by just going to Church or Bible Study, although these things are important and can help in the process!

 We will only become who we are in Christ through total and complete surrender of our life to Christ.
It will require us to see all of life and life’s events through the Divine perspective and then act accordingly.
  Robert J. Morgan possibly has said it best when he said: “God didn't call me to find fulfillment in the quantity of my work for him but in the quality of my walk with him”.

How is the quality of your walk with God this morning?

Are you becoming what you are?


1 John 3:1 - 3 (NIV) 1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.
Is this hope of being like Him, like Jesus, truly being fulfilled in our life this morning?

This morning, are you becoming who you are as a Christian?

Are you living your life as if you had a sign on your forehead that says: Watch me, I am a child of God?

