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TITLE: BEING FULLY PERSUADED

TEXT: Gen. 15:6; Ro. 4:18-25; Mal. 3:6-12; Lev. 27:30;

Mk. 12:41; Mt. 23:23

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk about being fully persuaded. In the context of God have you been fully persuaded this morning? I mean, are you fully convinced that what God has promised, He is not just able to perform, but what He has promised He will perform, He must perform?

  And why is it important that we become fully persuaded as far as God is concerned?

Genesis 15:6 (NIV) 6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Abram believed God and that belief was credited to him as righteousness!

 The Hebrew word used for believe here is:

aw-man'
A primitive root; properly to build up or support; to foster as a parent or nurse; figuratively to render (or be) firm or faithful, to trust or believe, to be permanent; morally to be true or certain; to go to the right hand:—hence assurance, believe faithful (of long continuance, steadfast, sure, surely, trust, verified).

Aw-man’ is the root of the word we use to end a prayer ---amen! 

In short, it means to be fully persuaded! It means to be convinced! 

Romans 4:18 - 25 (NIV) 18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
  19Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead.  

20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,  21being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.  22This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”  23The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone,  24but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  25He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
Abram believed God! He was fully persuaded that God would be faithful to His promises and it was that belief, his being fully persuaded that was credited to him as righteousness by God!

Abram believed God even though what God had promised made absolutely no sense by the standards of the world in which he lived!

 God promised Abram a child but the problem was Abram was 100 years old! Well past the child producing years even back then! Sarah, his wife was in her 90’s and had been barren all of her life! Scripture says that her womb was dead! She couldn’t have children!

Yet God promised that Abram would have a child by his wife Sarah!

And Abram believed God! Abram believed! What from the vantage point of his world was impossible, Abram simply believed because God said it! And his unwavering belief, believing even when the world he lived in and all prevailing logic said it was impossible and that belief was accredited to Him by God as righteousness!

And Scripture goes on to tell us here that:

23The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone,  24but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 

Are you fully persuaded, fully convinced that God will do all that He has promised to do? That what God has promised He is able to perform?

If you want a sure fire way to test the strength of your faith and belief in God, test whether you have been fully persuaded about Him or not, then try stretching your wings in the area of stewardship! 

There is a story of a businessman who had accepted Christ and who really started out well in his walk of faith.

 He strived to live his life as a Christian businessman by words that John Wesley had once spoken; Make all you can, save all you can and give all that you can.

 This man started out pretty well! He tithed regularly and gave frequently and God blessed his as he did so.

But as this man became more and more prosperous, he found tithing to be more and more difficult. One day he came to Peter Marshall, the famous Senate Chaplain of decades ago, and said: “Dr. Marshal, I have a problem. I’ve tithed now for some time. It wasn’t too bad when I made $20,000 a year. I could afford to give the $2,000 to the Lord. But, you see, doctor, I now make $500,000 a year, and there’s no way I can afford to give away $50,000.”

 Dr. Marshall said: Yes, sir, I see that you do have a problem. I think that we ought to pray about it. 

Dear Lord, this good man has a problem, and I pray that you will help him Lord. Reduce his salary back to the place where he can afford to tithe.

This man started out being fully persuaded that God would be faithful to His promises and it gave him mastery over even his money but somehow he fell back to a place where he found that his money started to once again have mastery over him!

What had happened? Somewhere along the way he ceased to be fully persuaded about the promises of God!

 Somewhere along the way his faith started to waver and he stopped believing God!

How many of you here this morning trust God?

How many of you completely trust in God this morning?

How many have been fully persuaded of His faithfulness and know that He is trustworthy?

How many have come to truly believe in Him? 

How many have come to trust Him with your life?

How many have come to trust him with the very salvation of your souls?

How many have come to trust him with your spiritual and physical health?

And how many have come to trust Him with your prosperity and wealth?

Let me challenge us all with this thought this morning….

We can say that we trust God, that we have been fully persuaded in His promises --that what He says He will do….

We can testify that we have come to trust Him with our life, trust Him with our spiritual and physical health, even trust Him with the very salvation of our soul…..

 But if we fail to trust Him in the area of stewardship, trust Him will our wealth, with our finances, with our money, then we don’t really trust Him at all!

Trust, faith and faithfulness is kind of like being pregnant…You either are or you are not! 

 You can’t be kind of pregnant! You either are pregnant or you are not pregnant!

Being fully persuaded about God works the same way! We can’t be “kind of” fully persuaded! We either are fully persuaded or we are something less then fully persuaded!

The area of the tithe is an excellent test of whether we have really been fully persuaded about God or not!

Malachi 3:6 - 12 (NIV) 6“I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 

This is an important truth that is stated here!

God says: “I the LORD do not change.

Fact: God is immutable! God doesn’t change!

God  is always the same! 

Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

This speaks of the immutability of God! God is always the same! His truth is always the same! God doesn’t change His mind! He doesn’t have to because He is always right! He is always righteous! Everything that God says or does is right! It is true!

So God starts out this conversation with His people with that fact!

6“I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 

 7Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 8“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ “In tithes and offerings.  9You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  

10Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  11I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty.  12“Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.

 God plainly attributes the withholding of the tithe as robbing Him!

Think about this for a moment?

How many of us would ever think of stealing from God?

 Of knowingly and wantonly taking from God something that belongs to Him without His permission to do so?

How many of us would knowingly do that?

Let me tell you, from the human perspective being robbed invokes some very strange and very strong feelings!

Example: I was robbed at gunpoint when I was in the grocery business. I had a colt diamond back, a 357 magnum revolver placed under my chin and was told that I was about to have my ------   ------ head blown off if I didn’t do what they wanted me to do….

I had some very strong feelings about the person who did this and none of them were nice!  And it wasn’t even my money or property that was being taken!

   After the experience I swore to myself that no one would do that to me again if I had anything to say about it!

  For years I carried a concealed weapon to and from work because of that experience!

   I know that as a Christian we are to turn the other cheek but I was a little more worldly in those days and I knew that if the trigger had been pulled I wouldn’t of had another cheek to turn anyway!

But the point is how violated you feel when you are robbed!  (Ask Perry & Jane).

God associates withholding the tithe from Him as an act of robbery! Withholding the tithe from God is the same as stealing from Him if you are a child of God!

Well, what about if you are not a Christian, are you still expected to tithe? NO! If you are going to hell anyway what difference will it make if you tithe or not?

The tithe, the payment of a tenth part, is a command by God for His people!

It is not a suggestion of God but it is a command of God that requires full obedience on our part if it is our desire to please God in all that we do.

 Some Christians feel that tithing is optional for them as a Christian!

Leviticus 27:30 (NIV) 30“‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 

A tithe of everything ---- belongs to the LORD! It is Holy to the Lord!

Did you realize that God looks upon your tithe as something Holy to Him! 

ko'-desh
From H6942; a sacred place or thing; sanctity:—consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing), holiness. Something set apart unto God

What makes the tithe holy to God isn’t the monetary value of the item but what makes it holy is our willingness to give it!

I once had a person tell me that God doesn’t care what we give to him as long as our heart is in the right place, and then they went on to quote the story of the poor widow who gave only a small amount to the Lord and was commended by the Lord for better giving then the rich who gave a lot more then she did.

 The account he was referring to is found in:

Mark 12:41 - 44 (NIV) 41Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  42But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  

The person I was talking to in essence said: see the widow just put in a small or meager amount and was commended above the rich who put in a much greater amount!

The person missed the point of the story!

The rich had given out of their prosperity and the poor widow gave out of her poverty! The rich gave out of their excess and the poor widow gave out of her substance!

44They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”

 The rich gave their 10 % and that was fine but the widow was commended because she gave, not just 10% but gave 100%!  It says that she gave all that she had to live on!

 The percentage that she gave was much, much greater then what the percentage that the rich gave even though the widow’s monetary amount was much less!

The man was correct in saying that God isn’t interested in the amount that we give but is more interested in the heart of the one giving!

This poor widow proved that her heart was right with God! She proved that she had been fully persuaded in God!

And because she was fully persuaded she gave not just 10% but she gave all that she had to give!

 She had to have been fully persuaded in God! Fully persuaded to know that God had to be true to His promises!

 Fully persuaded that God would open up the flood gates of heaven upon her life and pour out so much blessing that she wouldn’t be able to contain it!

Some will say that the tithe was just for the Old Testament believer and is not applicable to the new testament Church….That Jesus changed all of that kind of stuff when he came on the scene!

Jesus said that He didn’t come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law!

Matthew 23:23 (NIV) 23“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 

The latter that they should have been practicing was the administration of justice and mercy and faithfulness--- 

The former that they shouldn’t neglect was the giving of the tithe!

Here is the truth of the matter….

God and Gods business is not dependant upon whether we tithe or not!

God doesn’t need your or my money to run the universe!

God is the creator of everything that has ever been created!

 God not only owns the cattle on a thousand hills he owns the hills!

God has created all of the silver and all of the Gold and everything thing else of value that exists! If He were ever strapped for cash all that He would have to do is to create some more!

 So what we find is that the giving of the tithe is not for Gods benefit! It is for your benefit and my benefit!

It is a testing ground for our faith! A way for us to test and prove our trust in God!  Test and prove whether we have really been fully persuaded that He is all that He has claimed to be or not! Tithing is a way for God to prove Himself to us that He is and will always be faithful to His promises!

God says:

9You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  

10Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  

11I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty.  12“Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.

The tithe isn’t for Gods benefit it is for your benefit and my benefit! How can our giving to God benefit us?

 It is a way that we can test the faithfulness of our God and see that He is true to His promises!

It is the way that we see the floodgates of Gods blessing opened up upon our lives!

This is a truth of Scripture that I get passionate about because of what its truth has revealed to my life!

EXAMPLE: Our debt…..200.00 short per month when God first convicted me about tithing…

Folks, never limit the floodgates of Gods Blessings to contain just financial gain…

 Gods heavenly store of blessings contain so much, much more! Blessings of far greater value then mere cash or financial gain….

 The blessing of health and family and renewed and restored relationships and adverted disaster that we never knew or will never know because we never had to experience them because God blessed us otherwise!

Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  11I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty.  12“Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.

Is it your desire to be truly blessed by God? To know and experience the depth of relationship that God wants to have with you?

Then allow yourself to become fully persuaded!

Fully persuaded that God will do all that He has promised to do and be all that He has promised to be!

This morning have you come to be fully persuaded about God?

Have you come to trust Him in all of your ways?

Have you come to Trust Him with your life, with the very salvation of your soul, trusting Him with your health, even trusting Him with your wealth?

To truly be fully persuaded about God will require all of the above….. and that is what Gods desire is for us….to be fully persuaded about Him!


