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TITLE: What is the evidence?

TEXT: Duet. 19:15; Mt. 18:15-16; Rev. 20:11-13; Gal. 15:16-25; Ro. 7:15-24

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about evidence.. A not too large English word but one that plays a very important part in our society, especially in regards to our laws and our legal system...

  How may of you have ever served on Jury duty? Either a Pettit Jury or a Grand Jury?

  Example: I served on a Federal Grand Jury for 23 months—I listened to a lot evidence..
Webster--Evidence= something that shows or proves, or that gives reason for believing; proof or indication.

 In the case of a trial, evidence is very important...

 By the evidence we will either acquit or convict.
 At least that is supposed to be how it works within our legal system....

  Most all of the institutions within our nation were founded on the principles of Scripture.

  This is especially true of our legal system, the whole structure of our court & jury system was established on the precepts of Scripture.

Deut 19:15 (NIV) One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or offense he may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. 

Matt 18:15 (NIV) "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 

16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that `every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 

  Today, in our court system someone is very seldom convicted on the testimony of just one witness unless there is lot of other collaborating evidence.
  However if there are two or more witnesses to a crime than the one being tried has a lot higher probability of being convicted.....

 Why? One person bearing witness against another may be mistaken or they may just have it out for the other person, and what it would boil down to is one person’s word against another. But if two or more witnesses come forward then the evidence becomes a lot more creditable, a lot weightier...

  I don't know if any of you have ever been put on trial before, I haven't but I can imagine what a horrible feeling it would be to go through one...

 It would be a terrible experience regardless of whether you were innocent or guilty.
 To have to stand there and listen as all the evidence was brought before the judge....Knowing that you would either be convicted or acquitted by the evidence that was being presented.
  Scripture tells us of a time when each of us will stand before a judge.. And not just any judge but the highest of all judges, the judge of the universe.

 We will all one day stand before the highest of all courts! We will all one day stand before God.. 

 Reve 20:11 (NIV) Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 

13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 

14  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
15  If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
 One day, every man, woman and child that has ever lived will stand before the Judgment seat of Christ and we will all be judged according to what we have done in this life....  

 And what I want to talk about this morning is what is the evidence that will be laid out before the judge on that day....

 For it is by the evidence that we will be acquitted and it is by the evidence that we will be condemned....

 Do you realize that every day that we live here on planet Earth that we are storing up the evidence that will either acquit us or convict us on that day?

Gala 5:16 (NIV) So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 Paul is addressing those who profess to be Christians here. Those who have received Christ into their life. Those who have the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives....

 He talks about the struggle that can result once we receive the Holy Spirit into our life....
 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other.
 Here is how it works....

 If we didn't have the Holy Spirit in our life there wouldn't be this conflict in our life between the Spirit and our sin nature, our flesh...

 Our flesh would be un-opposed....(we would be lost and headed for hell--but our sin nature would be unopposed)

Example: Before I came to Christ I was a good sinner. I knew right from wrong but didn't feel condemnation... Once I came to Christ  but still tried to live according to my sinful nature I felt condemnation,. I felt the battle that rages within between the Holy Spirit and my sin nature for control of my life...

 Paul understood this struggle that can rage within us as a Christian very well ..
Roma 7:15 (NIV) I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 

16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 

17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 

18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 

19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 

20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 

21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 

22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 

23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 

24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

 Thanks be to God! Through Christ Jesus my Lord!

 Paul knew the struggle but he also knew the answer!

Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

Thanks be to God! Through Christ Jesus my Lord!

Or through Jesus as my Lord.
Paul’s answer, his solution....
"live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature".

 If we choose to live according to what our sinful nature desires there will be evidences of that decision.....

19 The acts (the evidences) of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality=

 impurity =Moral uncleanness, impure motives

 debauchery=excess, insolence, outrageousness

idolatry =Placing anything above God

 witchcraft= Far-mak-i-ah= use of or administering of drugs, sorcery, (physic network)

 hatred=enmity, bitter feelings

 discord= strife, contention

 jealousy=envious and contentious rivalry

 fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissension's, factions  and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. 

 These are all evidences of ones living, not according to the Holy Spirit in one’s life, but living by our sinful nature..
Paul gives a very stern warning about those who find that these are the evidences that are being manifest in their life!!

I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

  Then Paul goes on to tell us what evidences are to be manifest in the life of a Christian:

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

The fruit, the evidence of the Spirit filled and Spirit led life is:

love= Ag-ah-pay=feast of charity, brotherly love, affection, good will
 joy= khar-ah= gladness, the joy received from you!

 peace=i-ray-nay= rest, quietness, state of national tranquility, exemption from the rage and havoc of war, peace between individuals-living in harmony.

 patience=endurance, longsuffering=hanging in there. 
 kindness=not harsh but meek

 goodness=Moral goodness, integrity

faithfulness,= conviction of the truth, the character of one who can be relied upon

gentleness= uprightness of heart
self-control= master ones desires-physical desires and attitudes of the mind and heart!

When manifest in our life these become evidences that we are living according to the Spirit.  They are described as fruits..
  Fruit, The produce of a life that is truly yielded and committed to Christ.
Donald Barnhouse says this about the fruit of the Spirit

   Love is the key. Joy is love singing. Peace is love resting. Long-suffering is love enduring. Kindness is love's touch. Goodness is love's character. Faithfulness is love's habit. Gentleness is love's self-forgetfulness. Self-control is love holding the reins. 

 Paul says...

Against such things there is no law. 

 In other words, these things are all of God and they don't fall under the burden of the law! There is no law needed to regulate the fruit of the Spirit because it is all good. It is the perfection of God being made manifest in our life.
 The law was given to let man know that he was a law breaker. For every law given there was a corresponding penalty for breaking that law.
 For those who live according to the Spirit there is no law. Because if we are living according to the Spirit the only thing that our life will produce is the fruit of God..
 Love , joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control!

 These are all attributes of God and they don't need to be regulated by law! They are all the goodness of God!

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 

  Notice what it says here!!

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 

 It doesn't say: those who belong to Christ should crucify their sinful nature, or will crucify their sinful nature...It says that those who belong to Christ HAVE crucified their sinful nature.
 What exactly does it mean to crucify our sinful nature?

4717 stauroo {stow-ro'-o}

1) drive down stakes

3b) metaph. to crucify the flesh, destroy its power utterly--- the nature of the figure implying that the destruction is attended with intense pain)

To crucify is to put to death by driving down with stakes to utterly, completely destroy…
 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified, have driven the stake of the Holy Spirit through the heart of their sin nature to utterly destroy its passions and desires, destroy its power!.
  We crucify the flesh by simply yielding our life, our will to the Holy Spirit that resides within our heart.
25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

  This is what it all boils down to for the Christian to lead a fruitful life.
 Keeping in step with the Spirit!

The word that Paul chooses to use here for “keep in step” is actually a military term....

4748 stoicheo {stoy-kheh'-o}

1) to proceed in a row as the march of a soldier, go in order

Example: Soldiers march---they are all in step, in sink, in perfect unison with each other.
If we are going to bear fruit, bear the evidence of a Spirit filled, Christ-like life, than we need to keep in step, be in sink, in perfect unison with the Holy Spirit.
Not walk two steps ahead of Him or 10 steps behind Him, but walk right beside Him so we can hear Him speak the direction that He wants us to go.
 The Holy Spirit is a perfect gentleman. He doesn't shout (Hey Terry, Get back here! wrong turn buddy!)

 He speaks in a small still voice--As a whispering of the wind.
  And if we are going to hear His voice guiding and directing our life into fruitfulness we will need to be right next to Him, keeping in step with Him.

 Bearing the Fruit of the Holy Spirit is not intended to be an option for us as Christians.
Bearing the fruit of the Holy Spirit is the evidence that we are a Christian!

 Bearing fruit is essential to Christian discipleship. 

Someone once said....

A life well lived is a more effective witness than words well said. 

Example:

      Benjamin Franklin learned that plaster sown in the fields would make things grow. He told his neighbors, but they did not believe him and they argued with him trying to prove that plaster could be of no use at all to grass or grain. 

   After a little while he allowed the matter to drop and said no more about it. But he went into the field early the next spring and sowed some grain. Close by the path, where men would walk, he traced some letters with his finger and put plaster into them and then sowed his seed in the field. 

   After a week or two the seed sprang up. His neighbors, as they passed that way, were very much surprised to see, in brighter green than all the rest of the field, the writing in large letters, "This has been plastered." Benjamin Franklin did not need to argue with his neighbors any more about the benefit of plaster for the fields.
  For as the season went on and the grain grew, these bright green letters just rose up above all the rest until they were a kind of billboard in the field -- "This has been plastered." 

Jesus said:

   "By your fruits shall all men know that you are my disciples." 

 You have friends and loved ones that you want to see come to Christ?

  Bear fruit that they can see. Display the evidence before them of a life that is wholly committed to God.
 They may argue with your words but they will never be able to deny the truth of your life as you show them the evidence by simply living a Christ-like life before them. A life that has been yielded to and is keeping in step with the Holy Spirit of God!

 What is the evidence that our life reveals this morning?

  What is the evidence that others are seeing?

 What is the evidence that you are storing up for the day when you will stand before the judge?

 Have you crucified the sin nature with all of its desires and passions and bad attitudes?

 Are you bearing the fruit of God in your life?

  Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control......

 Is your life a living testimony of the love and power of God to those around you? Do others see the evidence of a sanctified life, a life set apart unto God.
-- Terry Fullam
  The fruit of the Spirit grows only in the garden of obedience. 

 Is the garden of our life a garden of obedience that will produce the fruit of God?

Is the fruit of our lives becoming the evidence that will acquit us and cause the great judge to say to us as we stand before Him on that day! ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! Come and share your master’s happiness!’

