TITLE:  A Day Of Terror

TEXT: Ps. 10:1-12; Is. 59:19; Ps. 20:6-7; Ephe. 6:11-18;

2nd Chr. 7:13-15

INTRODUCTION: Last Tuesday morning,  September 11, will be a day that we won’t soon forget. It will be a day that will be remembered in the annuals of American history for generations to come.  The day that terrorism hit American soil in unprecedented fashion. Even as we speak this morning the death toll continues to rise in two of our largest cities from this horrific act of violence….

 I find, as many of you may find, that I struggle with all this on two levels…

  On one level as one who considers himself to be a patriotic American and on another level as a Christian….

 Well the fact is that you can’t necessarily separate the two in a country such as this…. In fact that is what brought the founders of this great nation to our shores in the first place….

 A Christian people looking for a place where they could worship God freely and also develop a national identity!

 Our national identity, for the most part, has always been closely tied to our identity as a Christian in this country!

   Our coins bear the statement “In God we trust”!

 National identity and religious expression are to be intertwined and interlocked in a nation such as this!

  Patrick Henry: The American patriot that said, Give me liberty or give me death also said:

 “ It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on religion, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ”!

 And throughout our nations history our belief and faith in God and our desire to maintain our God given freedoms as a nation has brought us into times when it necessitated our taking a stand nationally when those God given freedoms were placed in jeopardy or came under attack!

 Sometimes it necessitated our going to war and placing our very lives on the line to protect and maintain those God given freedoms!  The freedom of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness!

   So we shouldn’t consider ourselves to be a Christian and an American patriot but we should rather consider ourselves to be Christian, patriotic Americans!

 And just as our forefathers were willing to put it all on the line to protect and preserve those freedoms, we must have the same fortitude and commitment to see those freedoms, that so many in this nation have given their lives to preserve and protect, preserved and protected!

   I would like to read from the last paragraph of our Declaration of Independence.. 

 We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in general congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name and by the authority of the good people of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare that these United Colonies are, and ought to be, free and independent States; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent States, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliance, establish commerce, and do all other acts and things which independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.”

 Some that signed this Declaration of Independence gave their lives, many ended up giving their fortunes, all maintained a firm reliance in God and all maintained their sacred honor!

   I want to look at a passage of Scripture from the book of Psalms this morning that, I think, sums up how a lot of us may have felt this past week…..

Psal 10:1 (NIV) Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? 

Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 

2 In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, 

who are caught in the schemes he devises. 

3 He boasts of the cravings of his heart; 

he blesses the greedy and reviles the LORD. 

4 In his pride the wicked does not seek him; 

in all his thoughts there is no room for God. 

5 His ways are always prosperous; 

he is haughty and your laws are far from him; 

he sneers at all his enemies. 

6 He says to himself, "Nothing will shake me; 

I'll always be happy and never have trouble." 

7 His mouth is full of curses and lies and threats; 

trouble and evil are under his tongue. 

8 He lies in wait near the villages; 

from ambush he murders the innocent, 

watching in secret for his victims. 

9 He lies in wait like a lion in cover; 

he lies in wait to catch the helpless; 

he catches the helpless and drags them off in his net. 

10 His victims are crushed, they collapse; 

they fall under his strength. 

11 He says to himself, "God has forgotten; 

he covers his face and never sees." 

12 Arise, LORD! Lift up your hand, O God. 

Do not forget the helpless. 

   A question that I am sure many have asked this past week. A question that many of us as Christians may be asking!

 Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? 

Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 

In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, 

who are caught in the schemes he devises
He lies in wait near the villages; 

from ambush he murders the innocent, 

watching in secret for his victims. 

   He lies in wait like a lion in cover; 

he lies in wait to catch the helpless; 

he catches the helpless and drags them off in his net. 

    His victims are crushed, they collapse; 

they fall under his strength. 

Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? 

Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 

  It is interesting to me that many within our nation that have been the strongest voices for removing prayer from our public institutions are now among those who are calling upon our nation to pray!

  And don’t get me wrong, this is a good thing….

 But if indeed is seems to some like God has stood far off it is because that far off is where many in our nation have placed Him…

 God has given us words of both comfort and great promise and great encouragement in times such as these..

Isai 59:19 (NKJV) …When the enemy comes in like a flood, The Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him. 

 Last Tuesday morning at about 7:45 am the enemy came in like a flood against America…..

  He came in as a flood of terrorism against the American people!

 The great promise of Scripture that we have to encourage us today is that:

  The Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against Him!

  What is the standard that the Spirit of the Lord will lift up at this tragic time?

 You and I, His Church!

 That is, you and I as we keep our eyes and hearts focused on our true source of help and strength!
 You and I, as we remain focused and yielded to the Holy Spirit who resides within us!

 What the enemy has meant for destruction God can turn to good!

 What possible good can come from a tragedy such as the one our nation has just experienced?

 The good of a nation that was founded upon godly principle and has started to display an apathy toward God to turn back to God!

 The good of a people being brought to feel a sense of helplessness and venerability and in their helpless and venerable state turn back to the only one who can offer real help! Turn back to the only one that can offer any real sense of security in the violent world in which we live!

 As the leader of the nation of Israel King David understood and knew well where the true source of his nations security only lay in one place….

Psal 20:6 (NIV) Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy heaven 

with the saving power of his right hand. 

7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 

but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 

 I am one who, when something like this happens, my first response is usually, well lets just go and bomb whoever did this off of the face of the planet!

 I mean, we have the strongest military in the world, we are the #1 world superpower! We have the means, the ability to do it!

  Why not just find out where these terrorist are, the countries that are harboring them and wipe them all out!

 Take them off the face of the earth!

 Now maybe God will use us to do just that but that is not the point!

 The point is, where is it that we are placing our trust today!

 Is our trust being placed just in our military might or are we placing our trust, our confidence, first and foremost in the Lord!

 King David lived in a time not all that much different from the time that we live in today. The world of his day could be a very hostile one also. Israel then, as it is now, was surrounded by enemies! Surrounded by people who would have liked nothing better then to see them destroyed.

 Why? First and foremost because of their identification and relationship with God!

   One thing that separated the armies of Israel from the armies of the nations around them was that Israel had no horses or chariots, which were the tanks and military power of that day!

 Why? God had forbid them to have them.

 Why? Because they had something much more powerful for doing battle! They had, at their disposal, the Lord of hosts!

 God wanted Israel to know that when they won a battle, most often against a far more formidable army, that the battle belonged to the Lord!  

 God wanted them to trust and rely upon Him and not upon their own might and strength!

 King David knew where his true source of strength and might was!

Psal 20:6 (NIV) Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy heaven 

with the saving power of his right hand. 

7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 

but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

  God made Israel a mighty military force in the world in which they lived but it was a result, not of their own wisdom, fortitude and ingenuity, but it was result of their trust and reliance and total dependence upon Him!

 David knew well and understood that the battles that he fought were battles that originated, not here on planet earth where they were manifest, but that their origin was in the spiritual realms!  That the battle may manifest itself in the physical but its true origin was spiritual!  That it was a earthly manifestation of a battle that has gone on in the heavenlies ever sense Lucifer rebelled against God!

  The Apostle Paul tells us in 

Ephe 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 What happened in our nation this past week is not something that originated in the heart of man but its true origin and source is the very hand of Satan!

 It is a manifestation of a battle that has raged between Satan and his demonic forces and the forces of God ever sense that first rebellion in Heaven!

 And if the true source of the battle we are fighting is spiritual then the weapons that we need to take up first and foremost to fight with need to be spiritual weapons!

Ephe 6:11(NIV) Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 

15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

 I believe that God has blessed us in America with a military might that is unequaled in the world in which we live! 

 But if it is just our military might that we are placing our trust and confidence today then we are in big trouble!

 Because the real battle we are facing is not of this world!

 It is a spiritual battle and it needs to be fought, first and foremost with spiritual weapons!

 The spiritual weaponry of truth and righteousness, and being ready with the gospel of Jesus Christ!

  The weaponry of a strong faith in the Lord giving Him lordship of our life, making Him the helmet of our salvation!

  Trusting and relying upon the power of the Word of God for our instruction and preparation and inspiration!

 And the weaponry of prayer! Calling upon the Lord of all Lords and the King of all Kings to come and intervene against the wickedness of this world in which we live!

 Call on Him to give us wisdom and strength for the battle that we have been called to fight!

  I was shocked and horrified and extremely angered by the terrorism of this past week that perpetrated our nation but I was not all that surprised that by it!

 I think that we need to see it as a wake up call! Not just for us as a nation but as a wake up call for the Church within America!

  We can not survive as a nation on past experience and past relationship with God! 

 Our survival and security as a nation will depend on our present experience and relationship with God!

 Our forefathers, our founders had a strong reliance upon God for the protection and fortitude of our nation!

 They trusted and relied upon Him through many perilous times in our nations past…

  The American Revolution was like David going up against Goliath and we came through the victor’s because of our national reliance upon God!

  We have been used as a force to secure and maintain freedom in many parts of our world, have fought two world wars and came through victorious largely because of what we stood for as a nation, One Nation Under God!

 Not sense Pearl Harbor have we seen such aggression and carnage on American soil and my question today is are we still a nation who has placed our trust and confidence, not upon our own ability to protect and defend ourselves, but is our trust and confidence still being placed in God to protect and defend and deliver us?

  Are we still the nation that is one nation under God that has always prevailed in times such as these?

 I believe that God has this admonition for us within America today, especially His Church within America…

2Chr 7:13 (NIV) "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 

14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 

   What happened in our nation this past week will most likely happen again in some form!

 This is the world in which we live and it reflects the battle that is going on in the heavenly realms between the forces of evil and the forces of God! It is a reflection of the war that is raging in the heavenlies over the souls of men!

 Church, We have been called to fight in that battle!

 As the Church of Jesus Christ within America we have been called to undergird our nation! First and foremost to undergird it with prayer! But also to undergird it with truth and righteousness! To undergird it with the Gospel of peace, the gospel of Christ!

 Gods call to His people!

14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 

 We need the Lord’s eyes to be open and His ears attentive to our prayers now possibly more then any other time in our nations history….

 How can we insure that in fact happens?

 The responsibility lies at the door of the Church!

if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

 The call for national restoration and preservation has always fallen upon Gods people and how they respond or fail to respond to this call of God!

 The question that I ask this morning is…How will we respond to this call of God upon each of our lives today?

Will we humble ourselves and pray and seek His face and turn from our wicked ways, 

If we do, we will see the realization of Gods promise of protection and provision and restoration within America… …then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

  The First step in our national security is our eternal security!

 First…

 Have we come to Jesus for the forgiveness of our sin?

 Have we made Jesus the Lord of our life?

 This pass Tuesday many found out just how uncertain life can be and how fragile life is….

  Everyone who boarded those planes that morning probably had no idea that there life would end that day….All the thousands that went to work that morning at the world trade center and at the pentagon probably had no conscious thought that they wouldn’t be coming home that night!

 Many may have already made the decision to accept Christ Jesus as the Lord and savior of their life and have now entered eternity with Him!  The sad fact is, Many others most probably had not made that decision and now find themselves in a place where they can do nothing about it!

 Folks, life is this fragile! None of us have the certainty of tomorrow!

 And if we don’t have the certainty of tomorrow then it seems only prudent that we take care of life most important decision today!

  The decision about Jesus! Will we come to Him for the forgiveness of our sin and allow Him to become the Lord of our life and embrace the promise of Heaven or will we not?

  And what we need to understand is that there is no neutrality when it comes to Christ!  For to not accept Him as our Lord and Savior  is to reject Him as our Lord and Savior!

   Last Tuesday, in an instant, thousands of American’s eternal fate was sealed! Sealed to either eternal life in Christ or sealed to eternal death apart from Christ!

  What decision have you made about Jesus in your life this morning? Have you made Him your Lord and savior and secured your place in eternity with Him or have you not?

 If you have, praise God! Now do what you have been called and commissioned by God to do! Be His light in the darkness of the world in which you live and allow Him to use you to draw others unto Himself!

 If you have not made Christ your Lord and savior then I would simply plead with you to do so today because you may not have that opportunity to do so tomorrow!

 Life is that fragile, that uncertain!    

 Do you have the certainty of Jesus in your life this morning?

