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TITLE: A Right View of Sin, Self and God 

TEXT: Ps. 51; Hab. 1:13; Gen. 3:11-13; Is. 43:25;

1 Pet. 1:15-16, 2:9; 2 Sam. 12:13-14, 10-12.

INTRODUCTION: Last week we talked about the plague of sin and how it has infected all of the human race. And how that Jesus is the only antidote to this plague.

This morning I want to expand more upon just how we can deal with this plague of sin.

King David was a man after Gods own heart. However, he was far from perfect! He was not an effective father---he made a lot of parental mistakes with his children. Nor did he always wholeheartedly trust God as when he numbered the fighting men of Israel against the Lords command.

 But by far David’s greatest failing came with his adulterous affair with Bathsheba and the subsequent murder of her husband Uriah.

 After Nathan, the prophet of God, confronted David about his sin David repented and poured out his heart in confession to God. 

 That confession of David is recorded for us in Psalms 51. 


Psalms 51:1 - 17 (NIV) 1    Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion  blot out my transgressions. 2   Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3    For I know my transgressions,  and my sin is always before me. 4    Against you, you only, have I sinned  and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 5  Surely I was sinful at birth,  sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 6  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;  you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

8    Let me hear joy and gladness;  let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

9    Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 10  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11    Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12   Restore to me the joy of your salvation  and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13    Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  and sinners will turn back to you. 14    Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me,  and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15    O Lord, open my lips,  and my mouth will declare your praise. 16  You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;  you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart,  O God, you will not despise. 
This is the best example in Scripture of true confession of sin! In it we will see three elements.

  True confession involves a right view of sin, a right view of God and a right view of self.

In Psalms 51 David summarizes the biblical view of sin.

  Confession, first of all involves a right view of sin.

 First, David acknowledges that sin deserves judgment.

V.1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion  blot out my transgressions.

First, True confession must  begin with an admission of guilt.
Second, Sin demands cleansing…
In verse 2 David asks God to cleanse him from his sin…

2    Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.
David understood an all-important truth here.
 A truth found in:

Habakkuk 1:13 (NIV) 13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.      

Since God’s eyes are too pure to look on evil and He cannot tolerate wrong, only those cleansed from their sins can ever enter His presence.
So true confession must acknowledge the defilement that sin causes and plead with God for His cleansing.

Then we must come to the admission that sin is our responsibility.
David accepted full responsibility for His sins. In verses 1 and 3 David referred to his sins as “my transgressions”.

1    Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions
 3    For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 

True confession does not blame others for their sin.
There is a great difference between how David responded to personal sin when confronted by it and how Adam and Eve responded when they were confronted by their sin…


Genesis 3:11 - 13 (NIV) 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
 Doesn’t this often seem to be our first response when confronted with personal sin?

Well if she wouldn’t have done this or he wouldn’t have done that then all this never would have happened!

 How tempting it is to blame someone else for our own failings and shortcomings and sins!

 We can never truly confess sin until we first take full responsibility for it!

What made David’s confession possible and what made it real was that he took full responsibility for his own actions.
   For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. ---   Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion  blot out my transgressions
Next important truth is that all sin is against God.
True confession recognizes God as the supreme lawgiver and moral authority….

David said:
4    Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak  and justified when you judge.

  Against you, you only, have I sinned!
David wronged Bathsheba when he sent for her to come to his bedroom. David certainly wronged her husband Uriah by having an affair with his wife and then having him killed…..But his sin was not against either Bathsheba or Uriah! His sin was against God and God alone!

 God is the one who laid down the law thou shall not commit adultery and the one who said thou shall not murder!

  Sin is never lateral-- but sin is always vertical!

 In other words, we sin not against our fellow men but we sin against God and God alone.

This is important for us to understand because if our confession of sin is to be true confession we must first have a right view of sin.
Then we must come to a right view of God.
The second element of true confession that we see in David’s prayer in Ps 51 is that he had a right view of God.
David here gives us an understanding of four elementary truths about God.

First God is holy! Affirming Gods Omniscience, David declared in verse 6.

6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;     you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

David knew that because God is holy He is never satisfied with mere external behavior but His desire is for His truth to radiate from the inside of His children, from within our hearts..

Second, God is powerful!  David prayed: 

7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;     wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness;

Unlike some who may feel like their sinful habits and lifestyles are too strong for God to overcome, David believed that God had the power to actually change him. 

Even though the words hadn’t yet been written in Scripture yet David believed that he could in fact do all things through the God who strengthened him and that Greater is He who is in us then he who is in the world…
Third, David knew that God would chastise believers for their un-repented sins…

8  ----let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

David was a shepherd and he was here alluding to the way a shepherd would sometimes deal with a wayward sheep that kept running off from the flock.
  A shepherd would take a troublesome sheep that kept wondering away and separating itself from the flock and intentionally break one of its legs. They would then set the leg and carry the sheep until its leg healed. Afterwards that sheep would always remain close to the shepherd who had cared for it!

 Through this picturesque metaphor, David described God’s chastisement of him for his sin. let the bones you have crushed rejoice
The forth thing that David reveals about God here is that God is a forgiving God!

9    Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity
14    Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

David obviously believed that God would forgive him his sins, as grievous as they were, or he never would have asked Him for forgiveness..
 In Isa 43:25 God Himself affirms that He is a forgiving God…
Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 25    “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.

Do you notice something very neat in this verse of Scripture?

 God says He is willing to blot out our transgressions for His own sake!

How is God’s forgiveness of our sin for His own sake?

Because God created us for fellowship and relationship with Himself! And it is only through His forgiveness that any of us would be able to have that fellowship and relationship that God so earnestly desires to have with us. This speaks of God’s great and wonderful love for us.
So true confession must reflect a right view of God.
And finally true confession involves a proper understanding of oneself!

Ps. 51:6    Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;     you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

The supreme goal of many within our self-absorbed culture is a healthy “self-esteem”.

 Even many Christians have jumped on the self-esteem bandwagon, misconstruing Jesus command to love your enemies as yourself, as a mandate for self-love. Just go to any major bookstore and see how many books there are that deal with building self-esteem…

 But the Bible nowhere commands us to pursue self-esteem! Instead, it commands us to be holy!


1 Peter 1:15 - 16 (NIV) 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
In Psalms 51 David gives three reasons why holiness is imperative in the life of every believer…

 First, because of unbelievers.

David knew that he could be a witness for God only if his life was holy.

 In Pslams 51:13 David noted that it was only after God forgave him that he could teach transgressors His ways…

Ps. 51:12    Restore to me the joy of your salvation     and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13    Then I will teach transgressors your ways,     and sinners will turn back to you.

Peter goes on to say much the same thing in:

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Nothing shuts our mouth for the Lord so much as guilt over un-confessed and un-repented of sin…
Sin in our life as a believer will have a major effect on our witness of the Lord to others.
The second reason why holiness is imperative in the life of every believer is because of God. 

In Ps 51:14 David acknowledges that only when his life was pure could he really praise God!

14    Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

Then in the next two verses, Ps. 51:16-17, David attested that God desires holiness of life, not conformity to external ritual, in His children.

16    You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17    The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart,  O God, you will not despise. 
When as believers we lead holy lives, God is pleased; when we sin as a Christian, God is dishonored.

After Nathan confronted David and David repented, acknowledged that his sin was against the Lord, Nathan told David in:


2 Samuel 12:13 - 14 (NIV) 13Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.  14But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.”

 Sin in the life of a believer gives ammunition for the enemies of the Lord to show contempt for God!

When we call ourselves a Christian and go out and do un-Christ like things our actions can reflect upon the one whose name we bear!

(They are a Christian and look what they do)

By our actions we bring reproach and shame to the name of Christ!

The third reason why holiness is imperative in the life of every believer is because of other Christians.

Our sin as a believer always effects, either directly or indirectly, other Christians. 

As King, David’s sin affected both his family and the entire nation of Israel!


2 Samuel 12:10 - 12 (NIV) 10Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 11“This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.  12You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’”

Even though David was forgiven by God his sin affected his family in a great way…The son born to David through his adulterous affair with Bathsheba died. David had a son that raped a half-sister then the girl’s full brother kills the half-brother that did it and then he went into exile for many years. He, Absalom, returns to Jerusalem and tried to take the kingdom away from his father David. He drives David and his army out of Jerusalem and as a public act of disgrace toward his father sleeps with his father’s wives that are left behind, and then when David’s commander retakes the city David’s son Absalom is killed by the commander of David’s army…  The sword never departed from the house of David!

The nation of Israel was subjected to all of this upheaval and disgrace as well!

So David concluded his prayer of confession in Psalms 51 by praying for the nation!


Psalms 51:18 - 19 (NIV) 18    In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
 David in this psalm gives us the full picture of true confession and repentance of sin that is acceptable in Gods sight.
 Our confession must reflect a right view of Sin, a right view of God and a right view of self!

 Then and only then will our confession be real and then and only then can forgiveness be given.
This morning do you have a right view of Sin, of self and of God?

That our sin is just that---our sin!

That our sin is against God and God alone!

That our sin affects not only us but it affects our family, the rest of the body of Christ and the lost that we have been called to reach! 
 And most importantly our sin separates us from God!

And it is only as we confess it and forsake it that we can be forgiven of it and enter the relationship that God longs to have with us and we can become the effective witness for Jesus Christ to our world!

Have you put your sin in its proper place this morning?

 Through true repentance and confession have you laid it all at the foot of the cross of Christ…

Is there nothing standing in the way of your witness of Christ? No un-confessed and un-repented sin that keeps you silent?

It is only as we experience the grace of God’s forgiveness through our genuine confession and repentance that we will ever effectively proclaim the message of Him who gave His all for us to those around us that so desperately need to hear about Him! 

 This morning do you have a right view of Sin, of self and of God? 

 If you do then great! 

  Now get about the Fathers business of telling others of God’s great forgiveness and how Jesus came to set them free from the bondage of their sins, save them from the horror of Hell, and how they can be given a new life in Jesus..

