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TITLE: The Republic on which we stand

TEXT: Lev. 25:10; Eccl. 3:1-9; Ps. 127:1

INTRODUCTION: David Barton. President and founder of Wall Builders wrote an 4th of July letter a few years ago that I will be sharing this morning as some of the Sermon text. 

This next Tuesday marks 241 years since our Founding Fathers gave us our National Birth Certificate, the Declaration of Independence. We continue to be the longest on-going Constitutional Republic in the history of the world. Blessings such as these are not by chance or accidental. They are blessings of God. 
 On July 2, 1776, Congress voted to approve a complete separation from Great Britain. Two days afterwards – July 4th – the early draft of the Declaration of Independence was signed, albeit by only two individuals at that time: John Hancock, President of Congress, and Charles Thompson, Secretary of Congress. Four days later, on July 8, members of Congress took that document and read it aloud from the steps of Independence Hall, proclaiming it to the city of Philadelphia, after which the Liberty Bell was rung. The inscription around the top of that bell was part of the verse of

Leviticus 25:10, “Proclaim liberty throughout the land and to all the inhabitants thereof.” 
How appropriate for the occasion of the first public reading of this Declaration of Independence.
The inscription on this bell spoke of the reality of what this nation is really all about. Proclaim liberty throughout the land and to all the inhabitants thereof!
To see the turmoil in other nations, their struggles and multiple revolutions, and yet to see the stability and blessings that we have experienced here in America, we may ask how has this been achieved? 

 What was the basis of American Independence? 

 John Adams said “The general principles on which the Fathers achieved independence were the general principles of Christianity.”

 Perhaps the clearest identification of the spirit of the American Revolution was given by John Adams in a letter to his wife Abigail the day after Congress approved the Declaration. He wrote her two letters on that day; the first was short and concise, jubilant that the Declaration had been approved. 

  The second was much longer and more thoughtful giving serious consideration to what had been done that day. Adams cautiously noted: “This day will be the most memorable epic in the history of America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival.” 
It is amazing that on the very day they approved the Declaration, Adams was already foreseeing that their actions would be celebrated by future generations. Adams contemplated whether it would be proper to hold such celebrations, but then concluded that the day should be commemorated – but in a particular manner and with a specific spirit. As he told Abigail: “It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty.” 

John Adams believed that the Fourth of July should become a religious holiday – a day when we remember God's hand in deliverance and a day of religious activities when we committed ourselves in “solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty.” 

Such was the spirit of the American Revolution as seen through the eyes of those who led it, evidenced even further in the words of John Quincy Adams, one who was deeply involved in the activities of the Revolution. 
In 1837, when he was 69 years old, he delivered a Fourth of July speech at Newburyport, Massachusetts. 

 He began that address with a question: “Why is it, friends and fellow citizens, that you are here assembled? Why is it that entering on the 62nd year of our national existence you have honored [me] with an invitation to address you?” 
The answer was easy: they had asked him to address them because he was old enough to remember what went on; they wanted an eye-witness to tell them of it. He next asked them: “Why is it that, next to the birthday of the Savior of the world, your most joyous and most venerated festival returns on this day [the Fourth of July]?” 
 An interesting question: why is it that in America the Fourth of July and Christmas was our two top holidays? Note his answer: “Is it not that, in the chain of human events, the birthday of the nation is indissolubly linked with the birthday of the Savior? That it forms a leading event in the progress of the Gospel dispensation? Is it not that the Declaration of Independence first organized the social compact on the foundation of the Redeemer's mission upon earth? That it laid the cornerstone of human government upon the first precepts of Christianity?” 
According to John Quincy Adams, Christmas and the Fourth of July were fundamentally connected. On the Fourth of July, the Founders simply took the precepts of Christ which came into the world through His birth (Christmas) and incorporated those principles into civil government. 
Have you ever considered what it meant for those 56 men – a diverse group of ministers, business men, teachers, university professors, sailors, captains, farmers – to sign the Declaration of Independence? 
This was a contract that began with the reasons for the separation from Great Britain and closed in the final paragraph stating “And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 
Dr. Benjamin Rush, the father of American Medicine and a signer of the Declaration of Independence, recorded that day in his diary.  In 1781, he wrote to John Adams “Do you recollect the pensive and awful silence which pervaded the House when we were called up, one after another, to the table of the President of Congress to subscribe to what was believed by many at that time to be our death warrants?                                                                 The silence and gloom of the morning was interrupted, I well recollect, only for a moment by Colonel Harrison of Virginia (a big guy) who said to Mr. Gerry (small in stature) at the table: 'I shall have a great advantage over you, Mr. Gerry, when we are all hung for what we are now doing... From the size and weight of my body I shall die in a few minutes, but from the lightness of your body you will dance in the air an hour or two before you are dead.'                         This speech procured a brief smile, but it was soon succeeded by the solemnity with which the whole business was conducted.” 

 And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 
These men took this pledge seriously. Robert Morris of Pennsylvania is an example of the highest level of integrity. He was chosen as the financier of the American Revolution. What an honor, except that there was no bank willing to give any loans to help fund the revolution. It was three years and the Battle of Saratoga before America got any kind of funding at all. After winning that battle, foreign nations like France, Holland, and others decided maybe we weren't such a bad risk and began loaning us money. So where did we get money for the first three years of the revolution? Congress, at that time, could not have obtained a loan of one thousand dollars, yet Robert Morris affected loans upon his own credit, of tens of thousands. In 1781, George Washington conceived the attack against Cornwallis, at Yorktown. 

He asked Judge Peters of Pennsylvania, “What can you do for me?” “With money, everything, without it, nothing,” he replied, at the same time turning with an anxious look toward Mr. Morris. 

“Let me know the sum you desire,” said Mr. Morris; and before noon Washington's plan and estimates were complete. Robert Morris promised him the amount, and he raised it upon his own responsibility.

It has been justly remarked, that: “If it were not demonstrable by official records, posterity would hardly be made to believe that the campaign of 1781, which resulted in the capture of Cornwallis, and virtually closed the Revolutionary War, was sustained wholly on the credit of an individual merchant.” America couldn't repay him because there was no money and yet Robert Morris never complained because he had given his word. (we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.”)
You see the same thing in the life of John Hart. He was a strong Christian gentleman and Speaker of the House of Representatives in New Jersey. He promised to help provide them with guidance and leadership. There were three things that were important in his life; his Savior, his family and his farm. Because of his signature on the Declaration, the British were seeking him (and the rest of the signers) to execute them as traitors. John Hart fled his home after which his farm was ravaged, his timber destroyed, his cattle and stock butchered for the use of the British army. He did not dare to remain two nights in the same location. After Washington's success at the battle of Trenton, he finally returned home to find that his wife had died and his children scattered.
 He lost almost everything that was important to him but kept his word. (we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.”)
John Hancock, a very wealthy individual lived in a mansion reflecting his great wealth – one of the largest in the Province of Massachusetts. 

During the time the American army besieged Boston to rid it of the British, the American officers proposed the entire destruction of the city. “By the execution of such a plan, the whole fortune of Mr. Hancock would have been sacrificed. Yet he readily agreed to the measure, declaring his willingness to surrender his all, whenever the liberties of his country should require it.” A man of his word, he demonstrated his integrity. (we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.”)
Of those 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence, 9 died of wounds or hardships during the war. 5 were captured and imprisoned, and in each case subjected to torture. Several lost wives and children or entire families. One lost all 13 of his children. Two men’s wives were ravaged by the British. 12 signers had their homes completely destroyed.  17 lost everything that they owned. All were the victims of manhunts and had to leave their homes behind.

 Many of the signers of our Declaration of Independence ended up sacrificing their fortunes and some even their lives but none sacrificed their sacred honor! All remained men of extreme integrity!

There were 16 Congressional proclamations for national prayer and fasting throughout the Revolution-- this is not unusual considering the prominent role that many ministers played in the Revolution. 
One such example is John Peter Muhlenburg. In a sermon delivered to his Virginia congregation on January 21, 1776, he preached verse by verse from Ecclesiastes 3 – 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 9 (NIV) 1    There is a time for everything,     and a season for every activity under heaven: 2    a time to be born and a time to die,     a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3    a time to kill and a time to heal,     a time to tear down and a time to build, 4    a time to weep and a time to laugh,     a time to mourn and a time to dance, 5    a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,     a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 6    a time to search and a time to give up,     a time to keep and a time to throw away, 7    a time to tear and a time to mend,     a time to be silent and a time to speak…

These passages speak of a season and a time for every purpose under heaven.
Arriving at verse 8, which declares
There is a time to love and a time to hate,     a time for war and a time for peace.. 

Muhlenburg noted that this surely was not the time of peace; this was the time of war. 

Concluding with a prayer, and while standing in full view of the congregation, he removed his clerical robes to reveal that beneath them he was wearing the uniform of an officer in the Continental army! He marched to the back of the church; ordered the drum to beat for recruits and over three hundred men joined him, becoming the Eighth Virginia Brigade. 

John Peter Muhlenburg finished the Revolution as a Major-General, having been at Valley Forge and having participated in the battles of Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, Stonypoint, and Yorktown. 
Another minister-leader in the Revolution was the Reverend James Caldwell. His actions during one battle inspired a painting showing him standing with a stack of hymn books in his arms while engaged in the midst of a fierce battle against the British outside a battered Presbyterian church. During the battle, the Americans had developed a serious problem: they had run out of wadding for their guns, which was just as serious as having no ammunition. (Explain)

 Reverend Caldwell recognized the perfect solution; he ran inside the church and returned with a stack of Watts Hymnals – one of the strongest doctrinal hymnals of the Christian faith (Isaac Watts authored “O God Our Help In Ages Past,” “Joy to the World,” “Jesus Shall Reign,” and several other classic hymns). Distributing the Watts Hymnals among the soldiers served two purposes: first, its pages would provide the needed wadding; second, the use of the hymnal carried a symbolic message. Reverend Caldwell took that hymn book – the source of great doctrine and spiritual truth – raised it up in the air and shouted to the Americans, “Give 'em Watts, boys!” 
The spiritual emphasis manifested so often by the Americans during the Revolution caused one Crown-appointed British governor to write to Great Britain complaining that: “If you ask an American who is his master, he'll tell you he has none. And he has no governor but Jesus Christ.” 
Letters like this, and sermons like those preached by the Reverend Peter Powers titled “Jesus Christ the King,” gave rise to a sentiment that has been described as a motto of the American Revolution.  Most Americans are unaware that the Revolution might have had mottoes, but many wars do (e.g., in the Texas' war for independence, it was “Remember the Alamo”; in the Union side in the Civil War, it was “In God We Trust”; in World War I, it was “Remember the Lusitania”; in World War II, it was “Remember Pearl Harbor”; etc.). A motto of the American Revolution directed against the tyrant King George III and the theologically discredited doctrine of the Divine Right of Kings (which asserted that when the king spoke, it was the voice of God speaking directly to the people) was simple and direct:

The motto was: “No King but King Jesus!” Another motto (first suggested by Benjamin Franklin and often repeated during the Revolution) was similar in tone: “Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God.” 
Preserving American liberty depends first upon our understanding the foundations on which this great country was built and then preserving the principles on which it was founded. 

Our nation was not built upon the foundation of mere religion but it was built upon the foundation of Jesus Christ!

Patrick Henry, the American patriot who is most remembered for his statement “give me liberty or give me death”. Also once said this:

 “It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great country was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; Not on religion, but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ!”

The greatest American responsible for the form this new republic would take was without doubt our first president, George Washington.

In Washington’s farewell address to the nation at the end of his presidency he said this:

“Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds…reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”

Washington warned that to remove religious principles would be to loose national morality!

 Notice the accuracy of his warning by what we see in America today!

 In this same farewell address Washington goes on to say this: “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars!”

Washington believed that if an individual attempted to separate religion and morality from politics, he could not be called an American patriot!

James Madison, the chief Architect of our Constitution, once said this:

 “We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not on the power of government, far from it. We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God!”

Isn’t it ironic that that which the “Chief Architect of the Constitution considered to be the most crucial aspect of American Constitutional Government, that each and all of us govern ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God!”  the current court have now declared to be unconstitutional?
Thomas Jefferson had a fear for his country..            He once said: “And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis---a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but by His wrath? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just and that His justice will not sleep forever!

Benjamin Franklin delivered a speech on June 28th of 1787 on the floor of the Constitutional convention.

 Franklin reminded the delegates that we needed God to be our friend and not our enemy; We needed him to be our ally, not our adversary; we needed to make sure that we kept His “concurring aid:, as Franklin called it. Franklin went on to warn:

“If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? We’ve been insured in the sacred writing that, “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it!”

This is the foundation of the republic in which we live…
 But is it the foundation of the republic on which we stand today?

Benjamin Franklin quoted from:
Psalms 127:1 (NIV) 1    Unless the LORD builds the house,     its builders labor in vain.     Unless the LORD watches over the city,     the watchmen stand guard in vain.

The question that I pose in closing this morning is this: Is the Lord still building our house today?

Not just our house in the national context but more importantly our house in the personal context?

Everyone would or should recognize that America is not as great today as it once was.

All too often we blame government for that.

Which is true but not in the context that most of us think.

Government is at fault but what we need to understand is that we, you and I, are the government!

For in our nation we have a government that is of the people, by the people and for the people…
Our form of government is and always will be but a reflection of we the people! ( I will maybe address this more fully in the next week or two)

Our form of government is and always will be but a reflection of we the people…
Jefferson understood this! That is why he said: indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just and His justice will not sleep forever.

Church, Heritage is important! And we have a very Godly national heritage! 

As American Founder and Patriot Patrick Henry said: “It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great country was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; Not on religion, but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ!”

Let's not let the purpose for which we were established as a nation be forgotten. 

Why is it necessary or important to preach a message such as this at Church? Because it has all but been stripped from our schools and places of higher education by secular progressives and in order to preserve the Godly heritage that we have it falls upon you and I, the Church today…
 It is we who God had entrusted with the truth that will set men free, and part of that truth that we have been entrusted with is the truth of our Godly heritage…
God has this to say to His people in:
Duet. 11:8-21 (NIV) 
8 (NIV)  Observe therefore all the commands I am giving you today, so that you may have the strength to go in and take over the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 
9  and so that you may live long in the land that the LORD swore to your forefathers to give to them and their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. 
16  Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. 
17  Then the LORD's anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving you. 
18  Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

19  Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
20  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 
21  so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land that the LORD swore to give your forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth. 
The Founding Fathers of this land have passed us a torch; the torch of a Godly heritage---let's not let it go out. 
 We need to be telling it to our children and our grandchildren and their children after them if we are to ever expect that we retain this blessing of God called America.
Remember what we are truly celebrating this 4th of July and the men and women before us who had pledged their all to give this nation to us.. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.”

