“DARE TO BE A DANIEL”


HOW TO ENJOY SUCCESS WITHOUT COMPROMISE


DAN. 1:8-21


INT.


The Bible is filled with accounts of many godly men & 


     women who are worthy of emulation


One such person is Daniel, a man who obtained 


     preeminence & power in his lifetime


He started out preeminent among the children of Israel-


     Dan. 1:3-6 says this


He gained preeminence among the wise of men of 


     Babylon-Dan. 1:17-20


He was given power over all Babylon-Dan. 2:48-49; 5:29


He received similar power over the Medo-Persian Kingdom-Dan. 6:1-3, 28


HOW WAS DANIEL ABLE TO REACH THESE 


     POSITIONS OF POWER AND INFLUENCE WITHOUT


     COMPROMISING HIS POSITION AS A GODLY MAN?


1st, DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PURPOSE


 1st, DANIEL PURPOSED TO DO GOD’S WILL-Dan. 1:8


The Bible speaks of two testaments or wills-Heb. 10:9


Daniel lived under the first testament or will


The 2nd testament, the New Testament is the one under which we live-Heb. 9:15,17;10:9-10


2nd, DANIEL WAS A YOUNG BOY IN A STRANGE LAND


     FACED WITH A CHALLENGE TO VIOLATE GOD’S LAW BY


     EATING THE KING’S MEAT-Dan. 1:8


Despite his youth and the obvious pressure to conform, 


     Daniel “purposed in his heart “to uphold the law of God” no


     matter what the cost


What does the Bible teach concerning youth?


Trust God from one’s youth-Psa. 71:5


Remember now thy creator-Eccle. 12:1


“Be thou an example”-I Tim. 4:12


GOD BLESSED DANIEL-DAN. 1:9;6:28


WHAT SHOULD BE OUR PURPOSE?


Jesus makes this clear-Mt. 6:33-The Word “seek” carries


with it a suggestion of diligent search-There is in this 


obligatkion our responsibility to ascertain WHAT OUR DUTY


IS TO GOD


WHAT IS OUR DUTY TO GOD?-Eccle. 12:13-14; I Cor. 15:


58; Jn. 9:4 here the Lord tells us “I MUST”-not I ought-Not


it would be best but “I MUST”


a. Heb. 12:2


No matter how young one may be, it is never to early to seek


     “first the kingdom of God and His righteousness


2ND, DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PRINCIPLE


1ST, HE REFUSED TO COMPROMISE HIS CONVICTIONS


     DAN. 1:8


As a young man, he refused to eat the King’s meat or drink


     his wine-Dan. 1:8


As an old man, h refused the gifts of Belshazzar-Dan. 5:13-17


Under the threat of persecution, he refused to obey the 


     decree of Dan. 6:3-10


     B. LISTEN TO PSA. 15:1-5


 IV. 3RD, DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PURITY


HIS OPPONENTS COULD NOT FIND ANY FAULT


He was faultless when it came to management of his 


     bussiness affairs-Dan. 6:1-4


His PURPOSE WAS TO PLEASE GOD NOT MAN


I Tim. 5:22 Commands; Mt. 5:8;1Jn. 3:3;Tit. 2:11-13


4th, DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PRAYER-DAN. 6:10


HE KNELT IN PRAYER, A DEMONSTRATION OF HUMILITY


    1. He prayed three time a day, a demonstration of his continued 


        dependance upon God


    2. He, gave thanks in the midst of persecution, a demonstration


         of his gratitude


       3.  He was persistent in prayer


LET US LEARN THE LESSON THAT THE FINEST OF GOD’S SERVANTS MUST MAINTAIN REGULAR AND 


     FIXED PRAYER HABITS IN ORDER TO CONTINUE 


     STEADFAST IN DEVOTION TO THE LORD-I Th. 5:17-18;


            Col. 4:7


ARE YOU WILLING TO “DARE TO BE A DANIEL” IN 


     REGARDS TO PRAYER


CONCLUSION:


THERE IS A FALSE CONCEPTION THAT TO “GET AHEAD”


     IN THIS WORLD ONE MUST CONFORM TO THE SINFUL


     PRACTICE OF THE WORLD


BUT WHEN ONE “DARES TO BE A DANIEL” THEY CAN


     SUCCEED IN THE AFFARS OF MEN WITHOUT SELLING


     THEIR SOUL TO THE WORLD


HOW ABOUT YOU? WILL YOU “DARE TO BE A DANIEL”


     BY BECOMING A PERSON OF :


     1. Purpose? Principle? Purity? Prayer?


 





    


