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TITLE: A Biblical Word-view on Creation

TEXT: Gen. 1:1-2:3; 2nd Chr. 9:20; Gen. 6:3,5-8; Ro. 6:23;

Heb. 9:15; 1st Co. 15:22; Job 38:1-7, 17-35 & 40:3-5; 

Heb.11:1; Proverbs 3:5-6
INTRODUCTION: We live in a world where our culture is constantly changing. The change centers around two prominent worldviews. Each of us will approach life with one or the other or possibly a combination of the two.

 We will either approach life with a secular worldview or a biblical worldview. Just about everything in life will be approached from one of these worldviews.  About ten years ago I preached a series on biblical world view and the importance for the Church to get back to and embrace a biblical world-view. To allow the Bible, Gods Holy Word to be the filter by which we view our world through. I think this message is even more important in the world that we live in today so we are going to do another series on this same subject.

 To start, this morning, I want to talk about coming to a biblical world-view on creation.

 If the Bible is to be the foundation on which we build upon as a Christian then it only makes sense to go to the beginning or the foundation of the Bible. And that is what the book of Genesis really is. It lays the foundation for the rest of Scripture.

 So for those who want to attack Christianity it should come of no surprise that many have tried to attack it at its foundation, The Bible. And those attacks have probably been the most intense against the first book of the Bible, the book of Genesis.

 It is here, in the book of Genesis, particularly in the first chapter of Genesis, that we find the Secular world-view and the biblical world-view come clashing against each other.
 The two world-views clash at the account of Creation.
  So what does the Bible have to say about creation?

 What is the biblical world-view of Creation?

Gene 1:1 (NIV) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 

4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 

5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day. 
And then we have all the days of creation laid out for us right on through the 6th day when man was created..
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

27 So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 

30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day. 

2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 

 This is the biblical account of creation. If we are to develop a biblical world-view then this is where we need to start--In the beginning.
 It is no wonder that the enemy has tried so hard over the years to shake us off this very foundation…

  How has he tried to do that? One way is through Darwinism and the resulting theory of evolution.
 The theory of evolution strikes at the very core, the very foundation of our faith.

 How? Because to get the theory of evolution to make any kind of sense at all it has to be built on theory after theory and in doing so it requires that stone after stone need be removed from the foundation that the Bible has laid out.
  Let me give you some examples…

 The theory of evolution, for the most part, requires that the earth be dated a lot older then the bible says that it is.  Evolution requires for us to adopt the belief that the earth is millions of years old.
 In order to do that man came up with theory’s to substantiate their belief in millions of years.

 Dating methods such as carbon dating that worked off of a theory that would prove that the earth is millions of years old.
 Carbon dating has proven to be unreliable so other theories have been developed that supposedly support the claim of millions of years such as potassium-argon dating and then came Fission track dating.
  So convincing are their arguments that many within the Christian community have conceded to the idea of the earth being millions of years old….

 That is how we can fit in things such as the Dinosaurs….

 Because of the popularity of the theory of evolution some Christian scholars have embraced a belief in a pre-creation by God. 
  Another creation other then what is described in Genesis chapter one… (The gap theory)( A gap of time possibly millions of years between Genesis  chapter 1 verse 1 and verse 2).
 And in so doing they have largely departed from a biblical world-view to try to embrace a secular world-view.

 Let me see if I can explain the fallacy and the danger for the Church to concede to the acceptance of the theory of evolution and that the earth is millions of years old.

 First, what most will say who claim the Bible to be Gods inspired word to man yet embrace the belief that the earth must be millions of years old is that the word day used in Genesis chapter one means something other then an ordinary 24 hour day.
  That when God created the heavens and the earth that days must have been something other then 24 hour periods of time.
 Well two problems we have with this reasoning.

 #1 The Hebrew word for Day is:

03117 yowm {yome}

1) day, time, year

1a) day (as opposed to night)

1b) day (24 hour period)-as defined by evening and morning in Genesis 1

1b2) as a division of time-a working day, a day's journey

The word Yome is used a total of  2274 times in Scripture-- 2208 of those times it is used as a day being a 24-hour period of time.

98% of the time this word is used, it is used to mean a 24 hour period of time.
 Less then 2% of the time the word is used to describe anything other then a 24 hour time period and in those cases it is used as a general reference to time such as:
2Chr 9:20 (NIV) All King Solomon's goblets were gold, and all the household articles in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Nothing was made of silver, because silver was considered of little value in Solomon's day. 
 Here the word day is used as a general reference to time or a period of time--In Solomon’s day.

 Nowhere in the Old Testament is the word Yome translated as an indefinite period of time.
 So why would anyone try to make the word Yome used in Genesis chapter one mean an indefinite period of time?

  Only To try to prove a point that they are trying to make that is outside of the intent Scripture

 To try to make a secular world-view line up with a biblical world-view.
  Some will go to the New Testament and use one isolated passage in an attempt to prove their point…

2Pet 3:8 (NIV) … With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 

 Hebrew and Greek words are always translated according to context.

 That is why the language of Scripture is so precise.
 So what is 2nd Peter 3:8 really telling us?

   In context it is simply saying that God is outside of time.
 God is infinite. God is eternal. If you were infinite, if you were eternal, had always been and will always be, then you would be outside of time also.
 This has absolutely nothing to do with the context of time in Genesis chapter one,
 And God made certain that we not be confused by it!

How?

5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day.  (24 hour period)

8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day. (24 hour period)

13 And there was evening, and there was morning--the third day. (24 hour period)

19 And there was evening, and there was morning--the fourth day. (24 hour period)

23 And there was evening, and there was morning--the fifth day. (24 hour period)

31 And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day. (24 hour period)

So why is all this important?

 Because of the genealogies listed in Scripture.
 You know those things that we usually skip over when reading the Bible. The begets….
 The bible actually gives us an approximate age of planet earth in the genealogies.

 There are 10 Generations from Adam to Noah and those genealogies are listed in Scripture.

 There are ten generations from Noah to Abraham and those genealogies are listed in Scripture.

 There are 10 generations from Abraham to Christ and those genealogies are listed in Scripture.

 Our current calendar year starts with the birth of Christ.So we are 2012 years removed from when Christ came to earth.
 In the First ten Generations of man, man lived a lot longer then we do today. The average life span of man was 840 years in the first 10 generations, or there were approximately 8400 years from Adam to Noah.

   After the flood God reduced the number of mans years to 120.

Gene 6:3 (NIV) Then the LORD said, "My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years." 

Then Verse 5 tells us why God reduced the average life span of man.
Gene 6:5 (NIV) The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 

6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 

7 So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air--for I am grieved that I have made them." 

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

 What God was saying was that 800 plus years was too long for man to live with sin in his nature. So God reduces the number of mans years from an average of 840 years to a maximum of 120.

 So even using this 120 as an average from Noah to Abraham we have another 1200 years.

 Using this number as an average between Abraham and Christ, (which would be high), we have another 1200 years or so.

  Then adding the 2012 years from Christ until now guess what we come up with?  

 This is still an approximate number but probably on the high side we have a 12,812  year old Earth.
 You can’t even come close to fitting Evolution into that timeframe.
 It will not reconcile with the millions of years old earth theory that is necessary for evolution to work.
 So, as I said, some Christians will try to make these theories fit by saying that God must have had a previous creation.
  A pre-creation that would account for the dinosaurs and human remains that they say are millions of years old according to mans dating methods.
 Well this may sound good and seem like a way that we can still embrace the Bible yet get along, or at least co-exist, with the theory of evolution and millions of years, but we run into a big, big problem as I see it.
DEATH!!!

 What is death?  Death is the result of sin! 

Roma 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 The wages, the recompense, the end result of sin is death.
 Before there was sin there was no death.
 How did sin enter our world?  It entered through Adam and Eve.
 So death didn’t come into existence before Adam sinned. Death was the result of Adams sin.
  So, how could anything die before the time of Adam?
 To date bones, either animal or human as millions of years old then that would have to mean that there was death before sin and that is not possible.
 If we concede to that as a Christian then all the rest of Scripture comes tumbling down around it.
 And besides, If you evolved from an ape then do you realize that there is no way that you can be saved?

 Why? Because Jesus didn’t come to die for the animal creation.
Hebr 9:15 (NIV) For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

 The first covenant God made with man He made with Adam.
Jesus came and died as a ransom to set us free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

1Cor 15:22 (NIV) For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

 Point is, no sin, no death, Adam was the first to sin so death started with Adam.  We can arrive at an close approximate to how long ago Adam lived and it is far, far short of millions of years.. It is only literally thousands of years.
 So how do we handle the theory of millions of years and the theory of Evolution as a Christian?

   To answer that let me ask you a series of questions…

#1. Is God intelligent? If so, How intelligence is He?  

His intelligence is infinite as He is infinite!

#2. How intelligent is man? Our intelligence, at best, is finite, it is limited. Our own science tells us that the most brilliant among us only use about 5% of our brains..

Then center in on the word “theory”! 

Evolution is a theory! Carbon dating was a Theory!

the·o·ry
 Systematically organized knowledge applicable in a relatively wide variety of circumstances, especially a system of assumptions, accepted principles, and rules of procedure devised to analyze, predict, or otherwise explain the nature or behavior of a specified set of phenomena. 

2. Abstract reasoning; speculation. 

3. A belief that guides action or assists comprehension or judgment

4. An assumption based on limited information or knowledge; a conjecture. 

  So when God’s Word says one thing and what man says contradicts what God’s Word says who will you choose to believe?

 In who’s knowledge will you place your trust?

 Will you place your trust in the finite, the limited knowledge of man, or will you place your trust in the infinite knowledge of God?

 Which world-view will you embrace?

   I love the story of Job. Job is believed by many scholars to be the oldest book in the Bible.

   We have Job going through all his trials and tribulations.
 We find him covered with painful boils from head to toe, sitting in an ash heap scraping his boils. He is such a miserable sight that his loving wife looks at her suffering husband and says Job, Honey, why don’t you just cruse God and die..
Then Jobs three good friends come to sit with him and comfort him.

 Job is one of the wisest men of his day and his three friends are also respected as wise men within the community.

 They all sit there and wax eloquent as to why God is doing this to Job..

 They all have a theory, including Job….

 So after 37 chapters of God listening to all of this human intelligence and wisdom God finally speaks…

Job  38:1 (NIV) Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said: 

2 "Who is this that darkens my counsel 

with words without knowledge? 

3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, 

and you shall answer me. 

4 "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? 

Tell me, if you understand. 

5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 

Who stretched a measuring line across it? 

6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone-- 

7 while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? 
 And for the next two chapters God test Jobs knowledge!

Job  38:17 (NIV) Have the gates of death been shown to you? 

Have you seen the gates of the shadow of death? 

18 Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? Tell me, if you know all this. 

19  "What is the way to the abode of light? And where does darkness reside? 

20 Can you take them to their places? 

Do you know the paths to their dwellings? 

21 Surely you know, for you were already born! 

You have lived so many years! 

35  Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? 

Do they report to you, `Here we are'? 

 God goes on, question after question asking questions that only the infinite God of creation can answer.
 After the Lord gets done speaking to Job notice what Job says…

Job  40:3 (NIV) Then Job answered the LORD: 

4 "I am unworthy--how can I reply to you? 

I put my hand over my mouth. 

5 I spoke once, but I have no answer-- twice, but I will say no more." 

 What Job was saying was simply this, I get it Lord!

 You’re infinite! I’m Finite! Your knowledge is limitless my knowledge is very limited! You know because You were there! I don’t know because I wasn’t there!

 So now I will just sit here and shut up.
Lord, Thank you for giving me the understanding that I have and thank you for giving me the faith to accept the things that I cannot fully understand.
  So where do the dinosaurs fit in? I don’t know! God hasn’t seen fit to give us that answer in Scripture.. Clearly anyway… (Job 40:15-19)

 What happened to the dinosaurs? That is easy! They died!

  Why did they die? The same reason everything dies---Because of sin.
 The wages of sin is death. Man ushered sin into Gods perfect creation and death resulted for all creation.
  What about the theory of millions of years or the theory of Evolution?

 They are just that! Theories, an assumption based on limited information or knowledge; a conjecture. 

 For a Christian some things have to simply be accepted and embraced by faith.
Hebr 11:1 (NIV) Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

2 This is what the ancients were commended for. 

 When it comes to the account of creation the only one who really knows is the only one who was there.
  The biblical world-view of creation is simply….

In the beginning God created and it was good!

 Really, do we need to know anymore then that?

Some people may think that it is pretty simplistic to embrace anything by simple faith—and it may very well be, but we all do just that all the time. Especially where our faith in God and in Christ comes in.

 Have you ever been to or seen heaven?

Have you ever been to or seen hell?

Do you believe that they exist?

 If you do it has to be by simply faith.
Do you believe that God loves you? If so, how do you really know? Has He verbally told you personally?

 Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so.
 In the beginning God created the heavens and the Earth.
How do I know that---Because the same bible that tells me that Jesus loves me also tells me about how God created!

 And that is the filter that I choose to view this world in which I live through…

 Frank Pollard, tells how several years ago a scientist wrote an article entitled, "Seven Reasons Why I Believe in God." He said, "Consider the rotation of the earth. Our globe spins on its axis at the rate of one thousand miles an hour. 
 If it were just a hundred miles an hour, our days and nights would be ten times as long. The vegetation would freeze in the long night or it would burn in the long day; and there could be no life." 

   He said, "Consider the heat of the sun. Twelve thousand degrees at surface temperature, and we're just far enough away to be blessed by that terrific heat. If the sun gave off half its radiation, we would freeze to death. If it gave off one half more, we would all be crispy critters." 

   He said, "Consider the slant of the earth." I think he said twenty-three degrees. "If it were different than that, the vapors from the oceans would ice over the continents. There could be no life." 

   He said, "Consider the moon. If the moon were fifty thousand miles away rather than its present distance, twice each day giant tides would inundate every bit of land mass on this earth." 

   He said, "Think of the crust of the earth. Just a little bit thicker and there could be no life because there would be no oxygen. Or the thinness of the atmosphere. If our atmosphere was just a little thinner, the millions of meteors now burning themselves out in space would plummet this earth into oblivion. These are reasons," he said, "why I believe in God." 

 I believe that the Word of God will always validate true science and it will never contradict it.  If there is a contradiction then the error is on the side of science and not on the side of Gods word.
  Have you embraced the biblical world-view of creation?  In the beginning God created and it was good.
 Folks this is the foundation on which all the rest of Scripture either stands or falls. If we can’t believe the first of the book then we can’t truly believe any of it?
 What do you choose to believe and trust in this morning? The theories of man or the absolutes of God’s Word? 

Proverbs 3:5-6(NIV) 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
