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TITLE: Just War 

TEXT: Ex. 17:14-16; 1 Sam. 15:1-3,13-23; Ro. 13:1-7; 

Ps. 34:14; Lk. 4:18-19; James 2:14-17

This country has seen its share of War. Actually, war is what started our republic. It was called the American Revolution 1775-1783.

 Then we had the War of 1812 (1812-1815), The      Mexican American War (1846-1848), The American Civil War (1861-1865), The Spanish American War, WW 1, WW2, The Korean conflict, Vietnam, Gulf War, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in the war on terrorism…. Now we have what many see as an even greater threat being presented in the mid-east with the Islamic Terror group ISIS and a resurgence of Al-Qaida.

So Just what is the Christian perspective to be on war? Is war ever justified, ever right?

 There is a lot of disagreement even among Christians as to whether war is ever justified or right.

 Is there such a thing as just war or war that is actually justified?

Let’s see what the Word of God has to say on the subject.

 The first question that I want to pose is:

 Do you see God as just?

 Is God a God of Justice? Does God always do what is right? Is there any possibility of error with God?

 Hopefully you have answered these questions in your minds as Yes, Yes and No!.

Yes God is Just.

 Yes God always does what is right or righteous!

 And No there is no error in God.

So starting from this premises go to:

Exodus 17:14 - 16 (NIV) 14Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 15Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my Banner.  

16He said, “For hands were lifted up to the throne of the LORD. The LORD will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.”

Here we have a declaration of war made by God Himself against the Amalekites.

 The LORD will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.”
Hebrew word for war…

mil-khaw-maw'
 (in the sense of fighting); a battle (that is, the engagement); generally war (that is, warfare):—battle, fight, war ([-rior]).

So we find here that the Lord God has said that He will be at war with the Amalekites from generation to generation.

How did God make war against the Amalekites?

Did God personally make war against them?

 No, God sent King Saul to do it…

1 Samuel 15:1 - 3 (NIV) 1Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message from the LORD.  2This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt.  3Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

 God has proclaimed that He would be at war with the Amalekites from generation to generation.

What made this a just or a right position from Gods perspective?

 He tells King Saul…

‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 

What had happened was that after God had delivered his people from over 300 years of slavery in Egypt and the people were wandering in the desert, the Amalekites waylaid them. They came up from behind and would attack the weakest of the Israelites. The weak and those who staggered behind the rest of the group. Those who were the most defenseless.

It so angered God that it made God go to war against them for their cowardly acts in sneaking up from behind and killing the weak.

   So when it comes time for God to enact His justice against the Amalekites He sends King Saul to do it.

3Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroyeverything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

Now King Saul only partially obeys God’s command to him…Let’s see what happens to Saul…


1 Samuel 15:13 - 21 (NIV) 13When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’S instructions.” 14But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?” 15Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.” 16“Stop!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” “Tell me,” Saul replied. 17Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel.  18And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.’  19Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?” 20“But I did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. 

 I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king.  21The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal.”

What was it that God commanded Saul to do?

To make war against the Amalekites and totally destroy all of them and everything that they owned!

 What did Saul do? He spared the king and kept the best of the livestock…

How does God respond to Saul’s disobedience?

1 Samuel 15:22 - 23 (NIV) 22But Samuel replied:     “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices     as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD?     To obey is better than sacrifice,     and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23    For rebellion is like the sin of divination,     and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.  

   Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,     he has rejected you as king.” 

 This is not an isolated incident.  Many times in the Old Testament God ordered his people to make war as an extending arm of His justice.

 Sometimes God would use heathen nations to make war on His people as a chastising act to bring them back to Him when they had wondered from Him…

Was God ever unjust in His declarations of war?

No! They were many times, in fact, the very act of His righteous judgment! They were all just wars!

Not every American supported retaliation against the perpetrators of the September 11 terror attacks or going to war against Sadam Husain in Iraq to remove Him from power.

  Those opposing military action included many pacifists who believe that all military action is unbiblical.

 Among them was Rev. Joseph Korva of the First Mennonite Church of Allentown Pennsylvania. He told the cities newspaper, We believe all retaliation does is escalate the violence and that someone has to have the courage to say that the violence stops here!

 Rev. Korva’s words illustrate the pacifist argument against the use of force---that it is averse to loving your neighbor as yourself and that love and war are never compatible.

 Now while I respect the conviction and views of an honest pacifist, I think that they may be missing an important part of the picture.

 Wars fought to take what doesn’t belong to us or just to expand our boarders or for mere revenge may indeed be unjust wars. But I believe that wars can be fought with good and even Godly intent!

 A man by the name of Darrell Cole, a professor at the College of William and Mary, argues that the failure to fight a just war may be a failure to love ones neighbor!

 He says that we fight just wars because they are acts of charity (love)! It is something that Christians ought to do out of love for God and neighbor!

 What would have happened if America would have sat out WW2 when a German madman, Adolph Hitler, was attempting to kill off an entire race of people?

 Well, what makes a just war just? What makes a just war an act of love or charity? 

 When It brings justice! When It restrains evildoers and promotes the peace and wellbeing of the community.

 This has always been the understanding behind just war theory!

Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) in the Summa Theological puts his discussion of just war in his chapter on charity, the love of God and neighbor!

 Aquinas actually applauded those who wielded the sword in protection of the community!

 Aquinas wrote that “retaliation should be sought out of the love of Justice! 

 John Calvin agreed, calling the soldier an agent of God’s love and soldiering justly a “God like act”.

 Why? Because restraining evil out of love for neighbor is an imitation of God’s retraining evil out of love for His creatures!

Let’s see what the New Testament has to say on the subject…

Romans 13:1 - 7 (NIV) 1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.  

2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. 

Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.  4For he is God’s servant to do you good. 

 But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  
  For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.

This doesn’t speak of one man getting angry and going to war against another man who he may be angry with, but it speaks of governments, who Scripture says have all been established or allowed by God to bear the sword (go to war)  for the purpose of restraining evil!

The authorities that exist have been established by God.  

2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 

 If you do wrong, be afraid, for he (The authority that God has established)  does not bear the sword for nothing.

The fact is a world where Christians would refuse to fight just wars would be a world where evil would reign unchecked by justice and where the strong would be free to prey upon the weak….

Edmund Burke, an 18thCentury British Statesman once said:

‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.’

The tragic fact is that in a world that has fallen to sin war will sometimes, not only be expedient, but is actually necessary to help restrain evil.

As Christians we have been called to peace…

Jesus said blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called sons of God!

 King David wrote in the Psalms:

 Psalms 34:14 (NKJV) 14    Depart from evil and do good;     Seek peace and pursue it.

As Christians we have been called to seek peace and pursue It! Seek and pursue peace!

Again, sometimes in order for peace to ultimately prevail in a world fallen to sin will necessitate wars being fought to restrain evil so that peace can prevail..
Sometimes in the pursuit of peace war is inevitable and even necessary!

  The cross was not just a battle but the cross was a war in itself….

 A war between Heaven and Hell, a war against good and evil, a war that if it had not been fought would have allowed evil to prevail.

 Why is it that Jesus said that He came to this earth in the first place?

Luke 4:18 - 19 (NKJV) 18    “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,     Because He has anointed Me     To preach the gospel to the poor;     He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,     To proclaim liberty to the captives     And recovery of sight to the blind,     To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19    To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”£
I believe the primary context of this passage is spiritual but it also transcends into the physical realm as well.

 As Christians we have a calling to proclaim liberty to the captives and to set at liberty those who are oppressed.

 Primarily spiritually! Through our spreading of the Gospel of Christ! Proclaiming liberty, freedom for those held captive by sin and are living under sins oppression!

 But also not to neglect physical captivity and oppression from evil men.

I believe James said as much in:

 James 2:14 - 17 (NIV) 14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  16If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
 To say to those who are living under wicked and oppressive regimes such as Adolph Hitler or Sadam Hussein, well hang in there I will pray for you, and then do absolutely nothing to help them when you have the power to do so, is faith without action and James says that it is a dead faith! 

Personally I see what we did  in Iraq and Afghanistan as a just war! We didn’t go in there to take their oil or expand our boarders or profit financially but we went in there to remove very evil men who was oppressing their people and had set up a harbor for terrorism and terrorist!  Personally, I see it as an attempt to restrain evil within our world and all of our military that had been placed in harm’s way to achieve that goal should be applauded and those who have paid the ultimate price with their own lives should be held in the highest honor!

I agree with John Calvin when he said:

The soldier is an agent of God’s love and soldiering justly a “God like act”.
 I think that is shows a Christ-like tendency to relieve the oppression of the oppressed and be a restraining force against evil within our world.

  We once again have a growing evil in our world.

 It calls itself ISIS or the Islamic State.

 It is an evil that mankind has not seen since the dark ages, since mid-evil times.

 And this time the evil is being perpetrated particularly against Christians, Jews and even other Muslims.

 A couple weeks ago 21 Coptic Christians were marched along a beach in Libya and simultaneously beheaded by ISIS savages because they were Christians. Last weekend over 90 more Christians were taken hostage by ISIS and their fate is unknown.

 These ISIS savages have slaughtered hundreds if not thousands of men women and children in Iraq, Syria and now Libya. Now they are metastasizing into other parts of the mid-east has well.

 Their savagery keeps getting more and more repugnant. 

 They put a captured Jordanian pilot in a cage and burned him alive videoing it for the world to see.

 Later they did the same with 45 men women and children.

 Christian children are being beheaded and even crucified in Irag.

And what is America, the greatest nation on earth, the only remaining super power  in our world doing about it?

Little to nothing!  Or at least not nearly enough..

 Sure we are doing some limited air strikes but just enough to make it appear we are doing something.

 Certainly not enough to actually destroy this evil.

 To put it in prospective the total number of US airstrikes on ISIS the last 3 months we did in the first few days of the Gulf war to remove Saddam Hussein.

Saddam Hussein was an evil man but he almost looks like a saint compared to these ISIS savages.

 In late 1939 as Adolph Hitler was coming to power in Germany there started to be reports coming to the west that thousands of people, Jews in particular were being gathered up and put in concentration camps. As this evil was starting to grow America sat back in apathy and did nothing.

 Many said that it was not our fight….

 Then there was some sinking of American ships by German U-boats that got the American people angry.

 The straw that broke the camel’s back was when the Japanese launched a sneak attack on America at Pearl Harbor.

 2 Days later Germany declared war on America.

Sadly, the mass murdering of thousands of Jews is not what got us involved….

Is history starting to repeat itself today?

 Many in America seem to be apathetic to what is happing in the mid-east today with the rise of the Islamic State, ISIS.

 They have declared war on the United States!

 They have declared war on all Christians and Jews and are in fact in the process of slaughtering as many as they can as I speak.

Folks, those 21 Coptic Christians that were beheaded by ISIS were your and my brothers….

 The hundreds of Christian men, women and children being beheaded, burned alive and crucified by ISIS are part of our family! They are part of our body, the body of Christ!

1 Corinthians 12:25-27 (NIV) 
25 (NIV)  so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 
26  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
27  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

Let me ask you a question…If ISIS had your son, your daughter, your husband or your wife what would you be willing to do to get them back?

 What would you be willing to do to see them freed?

 What would you want your Country to do in putting an end to the evil?

Let me answer for you…ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING POSSIBLE!

Unleash all the might and power at our disposal to, not contain, but to destroy this human cancer.,

 America is not doing enough!

 The Church is not doing enough!

 We are not doing enough!

We need to be calling, writing or emailing this administration and this congress---our president and our congressmen and congresswomen and demand that they do whatever is necessary to defeat and destroy this evil and this enemy and do it now……

 No half measures but do whatever it takes!

 If it requires boots on the ground then put those boots on the ground….

   We have the best trained and best equipped military on the planet and we have the most valiant and willing warriors who have justice on their side.

‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.’

Isa. 1:17 Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.

Luke 4 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,

Psalm 10: 12 Arise, Lord! Lift up your hand, O God. Do not forget the helpless.

13 Why does the wicked man revile God?

Why does he say to himself, “He won’t call me to account”?

14 But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted;

you consider their grief and take it in hand.

The victims commit themselves to you; you are the helper of the fatherless.

15 Break the arm of the wicked man;

call the evildoer to account for his wickedness

that would not otherwise be found out.

16 The Lord is King for ever and ever;

the nations will perish from his land.

17 You, Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted;

you encourage them, and you listen to their cry,

18 defending the fatherless and the oppressed,

so that mere earthly mortals will never again strike terror.

 Is there really a higher service to Christ or a greater Christ like act then the willingness to lay down one’s life to help set the oppressed and captive free?

 What we see happening to our brothers and sisters today in Iraq, Syria, Libya and other parts of the mid-east we cannot let stand..

‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.’

George Mason “Father of our Bill of Rights”
"As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, so they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities." 

 Is it a sin for a Christian Nation to not act when innocents are being slaughtered when that nation has the power at its disposal to help stop that evil? 

Church, contact your elected leadership and demand that America do whatever is necessary to stop this evil called ISIS….
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