Massapequa Chiefs Sweep Oceanside
By Ronald A. Busse

The Chiefs have risen to first place in Conference A-1 by going 6-0 to start the spring baseball season.  Massapequa remained unbeaten after completing a three game series sweep over two-time defending Nassau Class A champs Oceanside on April 26th.

     Ricky Nicholson and Peter Kandybowicz each hit run scoring doubles in the top of the seventh to give Pequa a 5-2 lead.  Reliever Bobby McKee then shut down Oceanside (2-4) in the bottom half of the inning by striking out the last two batters with a runner on third to earn the save in a 5-4 win.

     Chris Joachim belted a homer for coach Bob Dell’s Chiefs, who have made a statement by playing solid ball without making many mistakes.

     The series opener was an unexpected laugher.  McKee slugged out three hits in five at-bats plus three RBI, as Massapequa enjoyed a lopsided 11-2 victory.  Kandybowicz and Tom Caltobiano both went 2-for-4 at the plate and Joachim pitched for the win, keeping the Sailors’ offense at bay.
     Coach Dell received a strong relief outing from Kevin Carmody in the middle game of the series.  Trailing 7-3, Oceanside loaded the bases with one out in the top of the fourth inning, when Carmody came out of the bullpen to replace starting hurler McKee.  The lefty did his job, getting a strike out and a ground out to escape the jam.

     Carmody went on to finish the game, intelligently working both sides of the plate.  He fooled the Sailors’ hitters with an unpredictable mix of fastballs and breaking balls.  Oceanside managed just two runs and four hits against Carmody, who struck out six batters in three and two-thirds innings pitched.  The Chiefs sailed on to victory by a score of 9-5.

     Although the conference is still wide open and the title up for grabs, Massapequa certainly boosted their confidence level, and may have signaled a shift in power with their dominating play over a tough Oceanside ballclub. 
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