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Read…Deuteronomy Chap. 28 :1-2 1And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.
Verse #15.. 15But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee.
Prayer…..
Message …..The Promises of  “IF”

“If”……small word but carries a lot of weight! It is a conditional word….

In this chapter we read where Moses pronounces the conditional part of the covenant to Israel….
1. Israel has entered into a covenant with their God.

2. The people of Israel would be blessed only ..”IF”... They obeyed God.
3.  Then the other promise of God was that their disobedience would bring curses, which are spelled out for them here as well.

4. Notice that the Word   “IF  ”  is the conditional force between being blessed and being cursed!

(1)

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:

And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, ..”IF”...  thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God [Deut. 28:1–2].

“If”   thou shalt hearken diligently”—notice the great big “if.” This is why I call it a conditional part of the covenant. 
In other words…God will bless them only ..”IF”...  Here are the 4 conditions….
1. If they obeyed God….To comply with God
2. If they harken diligently,   Webster’s dictionary….To pursue with persevering attention.
3. if they observe,  …to regard with attention
4. and if they do all his Commandments.
So then, In order for the blessings to come to them they had to be in sync with God’s orders!!!

Now lets take a look at the blessings… 
1. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, 
2. Blessed shalt thou be in the field.
3. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.
4. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.
5. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in 
6. Blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out [Deut. 28:3–6].
(2)
Verses 13, 14…results…
And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:
And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them [Deut. 28:13–14].

Now he returns to the curses and mentions that they all rest upon this matter of an “if.”
Verse # 15…..But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee [Deut. 28:15].

Notice…….That the curses are there to overtake them as well as the blessings!   In other words God was being straight up with them!!!
Lets us look at the curses…..

At Verse # 16 let’s read the curses….. 16Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. 17Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. 18Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 19Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 20The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.  21The LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to possess it. 22The LORD shall smite thee with consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish.  
(3)

23And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron. 24The LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 25The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.  26And thy carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray them away. 27The LORD will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed. 28The LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart: 29And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee. 30Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an house, and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather the grapes thereof.  31Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall be violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be restored to thee: thy sheep shall be given unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none to rescue them.  32Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto another people, and thine eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them all the day long: and there shall be no might in thine hand. 33The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; and thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway: 34So that thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. 35The LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head. 36The LORD shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known; and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood and stone. 37And thou shalt become astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the LORD shall lead thee. 38Thou shalt carry much seed out into the field, and shalt gather but little in; for the locust shall consume it. 39Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but shalt neither drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them. 40Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself with the oil; for thine olive shall cast his fruit. 41Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go into captivity. 
(4)

 42All thy trees and fruit of thy land shall the locust consume.  43The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee very high; and thou shalt come down very low. 44He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head, and thou shalt be the tail. 
When we read this, you can see that there are many curses pronounced but there are only six blessings given by moses. 

Remember in Typology…..Moses is a type of Christ!!!!

..”IF”...  you want to know why this is so,   I’ll tell you where we pick up the rest of the blessings. Turn with me to Matt 5:3

Our Lord stood on the mount and delivered what is called the Sermon on the Mount. How did He begin it?
 3Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

 4Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
 6Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
 8Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
 9Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
10Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  
12Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
There is the promise of an abundance of blessing “if” they will obey.

Again we see that this is conditional.
What a lesson there is in all this for us.

(5)

This should move us to tell the gospel to these people who are 
dispossessed from the land. The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is for 
Jew and Gentile alike, and it is for the “obedience to the faith among 
all nations” .
How does this all apply to us today…….Here is how the blessings of 
God to us appear…….
The Bible says….Hebrews 13:8   8Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and today, and for ever.
His Promises are real… 
2 Cor. 1:20… 20For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us.
Profit by God’s Word……1 Tim. 4:15… 15Meditate upon these things; 
give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.  
16Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear 
thee. 

Prosperity/ Success…..Joshua 1:8…. 8This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.

Protection….Isaiah. 41:10… 10Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be 
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.

Desire….Psalm 34:4,5…. 4Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he 
shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 5Commit thy way unto the 
LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

Burden down and full of worry….Psalm 55:22… 22Cast thy burden 
upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the 
righteous to be moved.

Guidance….Prov. 3:5,6…. 5Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

He will open the doors….John 15:7… 7If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.

Deliverance…..34:17… 17The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

Healing…..Isaiah 53:5…. 5But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
Thirsty and Hungry?....Jesus said…John 6:35… I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth 
on me shall never thirst.
In Closing……As I invite you to come for what ever blessing it is you 
are looking for, as you come up….I’ll close on these  scriptures…

1 Thess 5:16,17,18…. 16Rejoice evermore. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In 
every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you.

Ephesians 3:20….. 20Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us, 21Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

Remember……..

DEUTERONOMY 28: 2And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.
