Celebrate Our Creator

Curriculum and Supporting Material
For Use in Faith Formation, Earth Day, Laudato Si' Week
Care4Creation, Season Of Creation and VBY Activities.
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(And for use in everyday reflection on God our awesome Creator, too.)
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It’s Time To Celebrate Our Creator®
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Come! Behold the deeds of the LORD, the astounding things he has wrought on earth. psas

Take a breath of fresh air or a drink of refreshing water... look at the many stars... enjoy the sun’s warmth, think
of swimming in the ocean amid all the fish... enjoy a meal with family and friends... hold a baby. Such wonders!!!

At the Global Institute For Transformation® (GIFT), we believe a key building block to fervent faith in God is
appreciating God as our awesome Creator and appreciating His innumerable gifts. So GIFT offers the Celebrate
Our Creator® curriculum and materials for use in Earth Day, Laudato Si’ Week; Season of Creation, VBS, Sunday
Schools, Catechism, Children’s Liturgy, Care4Creation activities — even ongoing home parties.

Appreciating God as our Creator — and reflecting on the wonder of His creation —is very much needed today,
considering that much of the developed world is turning away from God, and is increas-
ingly believing that our world simply evolved. As we all know, many of the world’s re-
spected institutions now teach that there was no Creator.

Sadly, failure to acknowledge God as our Creator undermines a fundamental Christian
truth: that we are created in the image of our loving, creative and all powerful God,
with great dignity and creative potential. This is at the heart of Christian revelation.

But we've been given many gifts: life; the awesome world we live in; and everything
we need to live by. Oxygen, water, sunlight, gravity, food, family, friends, fun,
emotions, motion — everything — all are gifts from our awesome Creator.

So we should Celebrate Our Creator. We were created with a purpose. God has a plan for us. And that He wants
us to be with Him forever. Our loving Father wants us to live with Him in eternal joy, following our earthly exist-
ence. We can believe this all the more if we reflect on the incredible wonders of God’s creation in all its majesty.

It would do us good to reflect on God'’s gifts of creation and life, and how we’re all blessed with the gifts of life as
equal children of our loving Father; that we're all brothers and sisters; and that we should be concerned about

each other, about justice and peace, and about equality and solidarity. In fact, reflecting on all these gifts should
compel us to want to allow God to transform our lives so we live and love more like Jesus and support our world.

We can also reflect on our Creator’s own example of how we should live: a life of selfless love and compassion for
one another, just as Christ — the son of God, through whom all things were created shared God’s Incredible,
selfless love with us. As a sacrifice and example. So we could ultimately live with Him forever.

Any denial of God and His Creation — and the resulting ramifications — is detrimental to the wellbeing of
society, robs us of a great source of joy and peace, and is a sad offense to God. God deserves our joyful love.

Relatedly, the Church encourages us to realize that the environment (God's creation) is God's gift to everyone.
And that in our use of it, we have a responsibility to the poor, to future generations and to humanity as a whole,
to be effective stewards of creation, rather than abusers or exploiters of creation for our own selfish benefit.

In fact, Church leaders have expressed that we need to practice a different lifestyle, wherein our duty to care for
the environment is linked to our duties of loving, caring for, and sharing our gifts with our fellow human beings.
To address these issues in a fun, educational and inspiring manner, start by Celebrate Our Creator® curriculum.
that follows this introduction, and take advantage of the reinforcing Celebrate Our Creator® materials.



A Curriculum Framework For Celebrate Our Creator

This curriculum is suitable for children's ministries, family devotions, and neighborhood outreach.

Ways To Promote A Foundational Truth That God Made This World And That He Made Us In His Image

One way to start is to ask children to name their biggest real-life hero. Then ask
them, “Who made that hero?”

Explain that God, through Jesus, made everything that lives. This includes each of us,
and even those we may think of as heroes. That being the case, hen ask the children
whether our real hero should really be God, Himself, and Jesus, through whom
everything was made, and the Holy Spirit whose power has always filled the earth.

But however you start... discuss that our loving God made us, His children, wonder-
fully — in His image and with a plan for our lives. To be happy... to know Him and
His love for us... and to be in a loving relationship with Him now and for all eternity.

Explain that God is concerned about us, and that He’s not only concerned about us, He is also concerned
about all our brothers and sisters around the world. And He’s concerned about the world He created.

Discuss that God made us and all life, in ways only He knows. And that He’s given us everything
that we need to live on. Then consider sharing some of these gifts during the discussion...
tastes of fruits; flowers to feel, see and smell; animal pictures or videos; photos of stars; etc.

Also, take time to explain that God is love, and that He loves us so much, that He — in the
person of Jesus, part of the Holy Trinity — even came down from heaven and gave His life for
us on the cross, so we could be with Him forever.

. . . \ebby
And explain all of this should be cause for Celebration! A reason to Celebrate Our Creator! b‘z’ {;
I :* Explain that we're going to Celebrate God, Our Creator, our hero. % 1-@
)
=48 Explain that we need to remember that every thing we have is a gift from God. CPGa"\'

Share that we need to thank our God — and that we should truly love God for all his gifts, considering:
¢ The life He’s given us and all He has provided for us and done for us in this great world that He’s given us
¢ The love He's shown us, including even coming to this earth to be with us — and dying on the cross for us.

And explain that God really wants us to love Him; to love and care for all His
children; and to care for His creation, just as He has loved and cared for us.

Suggest that during each and every day, including during celebrations such as Earth Day,
Laudato Si’ Week, the Season of Creation and World Day of Prayer of Creation, we should

choose to spend time honoring God -- our awesome creator, provider, sustainer and savior.

We should not only reflect upon our wonderful Earth, but also on our wonderful Creator,
our awesome God —and Celebrate Our Creator.




Key Messages To Convey How We Should Live In Order To Honor God Who Made This World And Us:
¢+ We should spend time thinking about the awesome world God has given us.

¢+ We should protect and care for this world, and care for one another in the
family of God, just like God cares for us!

¢+ We should always remember: God created this world and all of us.
The world wasn’t the result of an accident. It was planned. So were we.

¢+ We should all realize that we were created with great value and a purpose.

¢ We need to share sincere love with God and with all His children, our
brothers and sisters nearby and around the world.

! And we should consider:

- - - . .
Thisishow ; % loving our brothers and sisters.
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Jesus Christ

‘ .{ Taid down His life for us. 55
And we ought to lay down

our lives for our brothers.

Ifanyone has
material possessions
d his brother i d, . .
" buthas naRon him. n life, we should think not only about ourselves and our own wants and

how can the

Tove needs, but also about all God’s children, all our brothers and sisters,

of God
= and all their needs. And we should consider that some of God’s children

3 are in great need of our love and support.

Think of the joy we would all have if we lived our lives giving and receiving gifts "of" each other to one
another in "JOYFUL GIFT EXCHANGES." (Notice we do not say gifts "from" each other, but we say gifts "of"
each other.) Let’s all practice GIFT EXCHANGES where we share the gift of ourselves with others and enjoy
the gifts of others; where can we learn about and truly love and care one another.

£ y  Inthese GIFT EXCHANGES, we would spend time together and share our Q
n interests and our concerns — and even help each other.

We should also be giving gifts of ourselves back to God, too. Because He created us and provides for us,
and He even sent Jesus to save us from our sins, so that we can be with Him forever. (Some ways in which
we can give back to God include: to go to Church and share our gifts in fellowship with one another; to talk
with God in prayer; to care for the world He’s given us; to welcome His presence in our lives, receptive to
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and participating in Holy Communion or Spiritual Communion; and to love
all our brothers and sisters with all our hearts. Just like we should love God with all our hearts.
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o 10 Transforming
%%SE bhearts, lives &

Global Institute

| For Transformation communities

Celebrate Our Creator Fun Stuff

Let’s Celebrate

Celebrate Our Creator fun stuff can be ordered through
https://www.cafepress.com/wegift/4676975.

For more information, contact:
Global Institute For Transformation® (GIFT)
www.institutefortransformation.org
Tim Maurer, President
timothy.maurer@institutefortransformation.org
402-212-7973

392 Crystal Lake Road, Tolland, CT DE084 / www.institutefortransformation.org
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