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TITLE: The Incarnation

Hym 94   98

 

TEXT: Is. 7:14 & 9:6-7; Lk. 1:26-35; Mt. 1:18-23; 

Jn 1:1-3,10,14; Heb. 13:5; Jn. 14:15-20 & 3:16-18

 

 

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the importance and significance of the incarnation. 

 
In·car·na·tion 
The Christian doctrine that the Son of God was conceived in the womb of Mary and that Jesus is true God and true man. 3. A bodily manifestation of a supernatural being. 4. One who is believed to personify a given abstract quality or idea. 
 

 Incarnation is a bodily manifestation of a supernatural being. ---. One who is believed to personify a given abstract quality or idea. 

 

The incarnation of Christ was first mentioned in detail by the Prophet Isaiah approximately 760 years before the birth of Christ took place.
 

In 760 BC the prophet Isaiah said this:

 Isa. 7:14 (NIV) 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Greek word for sign is:

oth 

a signal (literally or figuratively), as a flag, beacon, monument, omen, prodigy, evidence, etc.
 

What Isaiah was saying to the people of God of his day who were looking forward to the coming of Messiah, the coming of the one who would be their deliverer, their redeemer, that would deliver them from their oppressors and rule from Jerusalem with an iron scepter, that God Himself would provide them with a sign, with a flag, with a beacon that would provide undisputable evidence that this messiah had in reality come.
 It would be a sign that would transcend the very laws of nature and therefore there could be no chance of not recognizing the sign that would be given.
 
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
 

 What was this undisputable sign that God was going to give them, and us?

 The virgin will be with child!
 
Virgin=

 al-maw'  

a lass (as veiled or private):—damsel, maid, virgin. 

Al-maw is the Feminine of eh'-lem 

something kept out of sight .
 

 In other words a virgin is a female who has been kept out of site, a female who has never been with a man.
 A woman who has never had sexual intercourse.
 
The virgin will be with child!
 

 From a purely natural and humanistic viewpoint this is an impossibility! This cannot happen! A virgin cannot conceive a child and remain a virgin.
 

 Isaiah didn’t say that the virgin would become pregnant, but he said that the virgin would be with child.
 

The virgin would become pregnant and yet she would remain a virgin.
 

  Again, from human understanding this is impossible.
 A woman can not become pregnant and remain a virgin.
 

 In human understanding the words pregnant and virgin, when used in describing the same person at the same moment in time, is an oxymoron, a contradiction in terms.
 

 In human understanding a woman can be a virgin or she can be pregnant but not be both at the same time. She may have been a virgin that gets pregnant but she cannot be a virgin and be pregnant.
 Isaiah said that the virgin will be with child. The virgin will be pregnant.
 

 This is what would make its happening a sign, a signal, that couldn’t be ignored. This is what would make it evidence, an indisputable proof.
 Also significant is what the child was to be called…
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
 

 im-maw-noo-ale' 
with us (is) God;  or “God with us”
 

Immanuel comes from a combination of two Hebrew root words…
eem 

 “equally with”.
 The other word is:
ale 
strength; mighty; especially the Almighty 
    God.
 

 And His name will be called Immanuel!

 A literal translation of this would be:

His name will be called---equally with almighty God.
 Or with us is God. Or God is with us.
 Talk about a sign that could not be missed or misinterpreted if it ever came to pass.
  The virgin will be with child and that child will be the almighty God.
 Isaiah goes on in:
Isa. 9:6 -7 (NIV)
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
   7Of the increase of his government and peace

there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne

and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.
 The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

   For to us a child is born---- Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. 

  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever…
 

   This child that will be born of a virgin will be called Immanuel, God with us .He will be called Almighty God. He will be called everlasting Father.
 

  Could such a thing as this possibly happen?

Was Isaiah tripping out here or what?

 

 Let’s move ahead about 760 years….

Isaiah has long sense died, as has all the hearers of his original message of a coming Messiah…

 
Luke 1:26 -35 (NIV)
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

 When the angel announces to this young virgin named Mary that she would soon be with child Mary asks the logical question....

  34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
 

 Others may have questioned whether Mary was really a virgin or not. After all they had no real way of knowing. Even Joseph couldn’t have been 100 % sure.

 But Mary knew! God Knew!  So her question is a legitimate one.
 How will this be “since I am a virgin?”

35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
 

 This young Hebrew girl that was pledged to be married to a man named Joseph had to have a tremendous faith.
Luke 1:38 (NIV)
38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said” Then the angel left her.

 Mary’s faith here in her simple acceptance of the angel’s proclamation is astounding….

 

 Now what about Joseph, the man she was pledged to be married to?

 
Matt. 1:18 -23 (NIV)
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”
 Joseph also had to have a tremendous amount of faith. He simply believed what the angel proclaimed to him…
 

 And so the words of the prophet were fulfilled some 760 years after they were first spoken…. 

  The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”
 

 This is the incarnation. The incarnation being a bodily manifestation of a supernatural being. 4. One who is believed to personify a given abstract quality or idea. 
 

 This babe born in a manger was the earthly manifestation, the earthly personification of God Himself. God become flesh.
 

 His name will be called Emmanuel.. God with us!
  
 J.I. Packer in speaking about the incarnation says this:
The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and changed and taught to talk like any other child. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.

 

  I love John’s introduction of Jesus.
 

 Matthew and Luke introduce Jesus to us as the babe who was born in the manger in a town called Bethlehem.

 John’s introduction to us of Jesus goes back a little further then that….

 
John 1:1-3,10,14 (NIV)
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was with God in the beginning.
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
 

John introduces Jesus to us from His pre-incarnate state.
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God!
 

John then tells of the incarnation…The bodily manifestation of a supernatural being, God becoming as we are.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
 

  And so we have Emmanuel, God with us…
He who resided in Heaven, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, willingly descended into our world. He breathed our air, felt our pain, knew our sorrows, and died for our sins. He didn't come to frighten us or condemn us, but He came to show us the way to renewed relationship and fellowship with Himself.
 
Madeleine L'Engle once said: The virgin birth has never been a major stumbling block in my struggle with Christianity; it's far less mind-boggling than the Power of all Creation stooping so low as to become one of us.
 

  There is a lot of truth in this statement.  It is easier to believe in the virgin birth, in the possibility that a virgin can have a child and remain a virgin, then it is to understand how God, our creator, would stoop down so low as to become one of us.
 

 Both are hard things to comprehend with our finite minds and understanding, but the second is the most mind boggling to me.
    To understand how God, our creator, would stoop down so low as to become one of us…

  How God Himself, the one we have sinned against, would come down to us and then offer up His life for the atoning sacrifice for our sins…
 

 The one we have sinned against coming down to bear the penalty and to pay price for the very ones who have sinned against Him.
  For that is the primary purpose of the incarnation.
 

 The world in which we live really has a hard time with the incarnation. With God literally becoming flesh.
 
 Our world never actually wanted the Incarnation, "Emmanuel, God-with-Us… 
  You see that does not sell computer games or cologne. The world in which we live wants the cute stuff--rustic stable, adoring shepherds, fluffy sheep, cows, donkey, holy family, infant Jesus, gift-bearing kings, stars, angels, St. Nicholas, reindeer, fir trees, holly, and presents.
  The worldly stuff they will retain--even if they do dye the trees powder blue and decorate them with miniature hanging appliances and Disney ornaments. ...

   The marketplace will also retain some of the traditional music, but in upbeat arrangements that remove them from the realm of traditional worship. 
 Ancient chants are popular, too. They sound religious and profound and--best of all--nobody understands Latin, so no shoppers are offended.

 

 Many in the world in which we live may attribute Jesus as a great moral teacher, a prophet, a good man, even a godly man, but fall short of recognizing Him as Immanuel, God with us, God become flesh.
 
  C. S. Lewis, the great Christian writer and professor at Oxford and later Cambridge, wrote this about Jesus: 
   A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  
 He would either be a lunatic, on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg, or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse.  
  You can shut Him up for a fool; you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or, you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.

 

 The world in which we live may embrace the spirit of Christmas but that is not what Christmas is all about.   Christmas is not about embracing the spirit of Christmas but it is about embracing the Spirit of Christ.
 

   Stuart Briscoe once said: The spirit of Christmas needs to be superseded by the Spirit of Christ. The spirit of Christmas is annual; the Spirit of Christ is eternal. The spirit of Christmas is sentimental; the Spirit of Christ is supernatural. The spirit of Christmas is a human product; the Spirit of Christ is a divine person. That makes all the difference in the world.
 

  Church, don’t embrace the spirit of Christmas---embrace the spirit of Christ!

 

 The spirit of Christmas is but an annual event…it comes and it goes…and then it will come again and go again…

  The spirit of Christ is year round! The Spirit of Christ is all the time! The spirit of Christ is eternal! And as a Christian the Spirit of Christ is alive within us!
 
Heb. 13:5 (NIV)
5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
This speaks of the eternal spirit of Christ availed to us through the incarnation.
 Jesus says this to us in:

John 14:15 -20 (NIV) 15“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 1
6And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
 

 This is the spirit of Christ! This is the reality of Immanuel, God with us!
 For he lives with you and will be in you!
 Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
 

 The incarnation is what has made this unity with God possible. I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
 

 The incarnation is the single greatest event in the history of the world. It is the single greatest event in the history of the universe.
 

 It is when God came down to us in the form of a babe that lie in a manger to meet us in our need.
 

 God didn’t expect us to do the impossible and find our way to Him but He came down and made Himself available to us.
 

 That is what the incarnation is all about-- God availing Himself to us so that we may have a way to come to Him.
 

 When you look into the manger what is it that you see?

 

 Do you see but a cute little babe wrapped up in swaddling clothes surrounded by mom and dad, some lowly barn animals, a few humble shepherds, and wise men from the east that have brought gifts to lay at the babes feet?
   Or when you look in the manger to you see Immanuel? Do you see God with us? Do you see the babe that would go on to give up His life for your and my sin? When you look into the manger do you see the upcoming cross?

 

 For that is what the manger is really all about. The manger is but the prelude to the Cross. The cross is the why of the incarnation..
 
John 3:16 -18 (NIV)
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
  

This Christmas what will you celebrate? The spirit of Christmas or will you celebrate the Spirit of Christ?
 

 In closing this morning I want to challenge us all this Christmas season with some words I found in a Christian publication called “Lighthouse Newsletter”. 

 

 May the Christmas GIFTS remind us of God's greatest gift, His only Son.

 May the Christmas CANDLES remind us of Him who is the "Light of the world."

 May the Christmas TREES remind us of another tree upon which He died.

 May the Christmas CHEER remind us of Him who said, "Be of good Cheer."

 May the Christmas FEAST remind us of Him who is the "Bread of Life."

 May the Christmas BELLS remind us of the glorious proclamation of His birth.

 May the Christmas CAROLS remind us of the song the angels sang, "Glory to God in the Highest!"

 May the Christmas SEASON remind us in every way of Jesus Christ, our King!!

 
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 

 

Close in a hymn of worship….pg. 100 come, all ye faithful

 

 

 
