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TITLE:  Prayer Power

TEXT: Jn. 16:23-27; Heb. 6:18; Jn 16:12-15, 17:20-23; 2nd Co. 5:17

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about prayer power.
 Is there power in your prayers? I think that we would all have to say yes to some extent.
 But are our prayers as powerful as God intends for them to be? 

  Before we can answer that question we need to find out just how much God expects out of our prayers.

 We are given the answer to that question in:

John 16:23 (NIV) In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

 Jesus says: I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

 Do you get whatever; get everything that you ask for in prayer?  Does God always answer your prayers?

 If not, why not?

 Jesus said: I tell you the truth. My Father will give you whatever you ask in My name.
 Whenever Jesus starts out a sentence with “I tell you the truth” we can take that statement to the bank for it is impossible for Him to lie. He is the incarnate God of creation. It is not in His nature or character to lie.
  Scripture tells us in:

 Hebr 6:18 (TLB) He has given us both his promise and his oath, two things we can completely count on, for it is impossible for God to tell a lie. Now all those who flee to him to save them can take new courage when they hear such assurances from God; now they can know without doubt that he will give them the salvation he has promised them.
 What God says we can count on, depend upon, because God cannot lie! It is an impossibility! It can’t happen!

 Jesus has said that whatever we ask in His name we will receive! 
 What ever we ask for in His name will happen!

 If we don’t have this kind of success in our prayer life, where our prayers are 100% effective, then why don’t we?

 It can’t be Gods fault so it must be ours.
 So what are we missing here?

 We need to pull this passage into the context in which Jesus was speaking…

 John 16:23 (NIV) In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 

25 "Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 

26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 

27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.

  Jesus starts out here by saying “In that day you will no longer ask me anything but My Father will give you whatever you ask in My name”!

  First, what day is Jesus talking about that this would happen?

   At the time that Jesus spoke these words this promise of prayer power had not yet been fully realized.
24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.

 So, what day was Jesus speaking of when this promise would be realized and become a reality in their life?

 Again we need to expand our context a little bit more.
 We need to go back and see what Jesus had been talking about just previous to this.
John 16:12 (NIV) "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 

13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

14 He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 

15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 

  When Jesus said, “In that day you will no longer ask me anything but My Father will give you whatever you ask in My name”, He was talking about that day when He would send the Holy Spirit to indwell our hearts!

13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth!

 When Jesus spoke these words to His disciples the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, had not yet been sent to indwell the hearts of believers.
 In the day that He did come they had the promise of getting whatever they asked for in Christ name.
  The Holy Spirit has come! So this is a promise that is true for each and every one of us here today!

 So if we don’t get everything that we ask in the name of Christ what is the problem?

 The problem, I believe, is that often we don’t really understand what it means to ask in the name of Jesus.
 Before we go to just what that actually means, let me first tell you first what it does not mean.
  To ask in the name of Jesus doesn’t mean to just verbally invoke the name of Jesus in what we ask God for.
  If that is all that it meant then all that we would have to do is say, in the name of Jesus I want a new car and we would have a new car!

 But it doesn’t work that way does it?

 Why not? Scripture says that whatever we ask for in the name of Jesus we will receive.
The Greek word for Whatever is:
3745 hosos {hos'-os}

1) as great as, as far as,

as much, as many, whoever, whatever

  It speaks of limitlessness.
 So If I ask for a new car in the name of Jesus why don’t I get it?
 A car comes under the definition of whatever doesn’t it?
  We most often don’t receive what we ask when we use the name of Jesus this way because that is not what it means to ask in the name of Jesus.
 It is not speaking of using the name of Jesus as some kind of Christian Hocus-pocus.
 When Jesus said, whatever you ask in My name you will receive, He wasn’t talking about just speaking His name in any given situation, but He was talking about living His name in a given situation!

 In that day you will ask in My name . . . ," that is, in My nature. Not "You will use My name as some magic word,"
(The Greek used here for name)

3686 onoma {on'-om-ah}

2) the name is used for everything which the name covers, everything the thought or feeling of

which is aroused in the mind by mentioning, hearing,remembering, the name.
 What Jesus was saying when He said that we will receive whatever we ask for in His name was:
 In that day you will ask in My name . . . ," that is, in My nature. In that day, the day when you receive My Holy Spirit into your life and then yield your life to My Holy Spirit that I have placed within you, "You will be so intimate with Me that you may now be one with Me."

 This is what Jesus was talking about in:
John 17:20 (NIV) "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 

21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 

23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

 What is Jesus saying here?

 That we are to be one just as He and the Father is one!
21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
 We will never be in complete unity with the Father and the Son unless we become one in them!

 One in spirit, one in mind, one in action and one in attitude!

  The phrase “in My name” means the same thing as the Phrase “In Christ”!

 2Cor 5:17 (NIV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

 The phrase in both cases means to envelop oneself in Jesus! To walk as Jesus walked, to talk as Jesus talked, to love as Jesus loved and live as Jesus lived!

  It means to come to the place of oneness with the Father and the Son! To come to see things as God sees them!

  If we are not living our life in oneness with Christ, in obedience to God, then we shouldn’t be surprised that our prayers lack the power that God promised.
  I can say in the name of Jesus get behind me Satan until I am blue in the face but he doesn’t have to obey if I am not walking the talk. If I am not walking in oneness with Christ.
   Yet so often we just use the name of Jesus as some kind of Christian magic word!

  Have you ever prayed for someone and said in the name of Jesus be healed and that person was not healed?

 Or made any claim in the name of Jesus and it went on unrealized?

  What is the problem? Jesus said that whatever we ask for in His name we would receive. 

 The problem is that to ask in His name means to ask in His nature, ask in oneness with Him, and then and only then, will we get whatever we ask for in prayer because we will be asking what His will is in any given situation!

 I believe Jesus has something to teach us about prayer. The first thing Jesus has to tell us is that our goal in prayer is not to feel good but to do good. Doing good is the goal of Jesus. What we need to understand that often we have this turned around. We often summon God to run our errands while the world around us moves on toward hell. If you understand the prayers of Jesus, Jesus brings us in, gives us strength in season and out of season to do His work and His will. The only thing the disciples ever asked Jesus to teach them was to pray, "Lord, teach us to pray." Why?  Because they saw the real power of prayer in the life of Jesus as He communed with the Father.
  The disciples went on after the day of Pentecost, after they had received the promised Holy Spirit, and spoke in the name of Jesus and did many mighty miracles. God seemed to grant whatever they asked of Him.
 That is because they knew what it meant to ask in the name of Jesus. They invoked the name of Christ in the lives that they lived not just in the words that they spoke.
 Folks if you ever go to someone who is terminally ill and say “in the name of Jesus, take up your bed and walk,’  or “be healed in the name of Jesus”, then you better first be sure that Jesus told you to do it!

 And the only way that we can be 100% sure that Jesus said to do it is if we are walking in oneness with Him.
  After Pentecost Peter and John healed many of the sick that they encountered, but they didn’t heal all the sick that they encountered.  And they most probably encountered many.
 Why? Because it was not Gods specific will for everyone that they encountered who was sick to be healed.
 Jesus didn’t heal all the sick that he encountered in His days on earthy.
 Why? Because healing all of the sick was not the will of the Father.
 How could they know which ones God wanted to heal and which ones that He didn’t?

 They needed to be one with Him in Spirit! They needed to put on the mind of Christ! 
 To put on the mind of Christ requires that we first put on the character and nature of Christ!

  I think that many times when we do get what we ask God for in Christ name we get it, not because we are necessarily in complete oneness with Christ, but because we have just happened to stumble upon His will.
  Many times we just stumble upon God’s will for a given situation.
 And don’t get me wrong that is still wonderful!

 But that is not all that God has planned for us!

 He wants much more for us then to just occasionally ask in the name of Jesus and  get what we ask for.
 He wants us to always get what we ask for in the name of Jesus. He wants us to live our lives in the power of prayer.
  But that will only happen as we realize what asking in the name of Jesus really means.
 Not to merely invoke His name like a Christian magic word but to…ask in Jesus nature, to have clothed our self with Christ and come into that place of oneness with Him. Come into that place of having literally put on the mind of Christ.
 To walk as Jesus walked, talk as Jesus talked, love as Jesus loved and live as Jesus lived!
John 16:23 (NIV) In that day you will no longer ask me anything. 

 "That day" is not a day in the next life, but a day meant for us here and now. ". . . for the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.

 Exhibiting the Father's love is evidence that our union with Jesus is complete and absolute.
 This does not mean that our lives will be free from external difficulties and uncertainties, but that just as Jesus knew the Father's heart and mind, we too can be lifted by Him into that place through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in our life, so that He can reveal the teachings of God and the will of God to us.

". . . In that day….whatever you ask the Father in My name . . ." 
"That day" is a day of peace and a day of untroubled relationship between God and His child. Just as Jesus stood unblemished and pure in the presence of His Father, we too by the mighty power and effectiveness of the infilling of the Holy Spirit can be lifted into that same relationship -- ". . . that they may be one just as We are one . . ." (John 17:22).

". . . He will give you… whatever you ask in My name"     Jesus said that because of His name God will recognize and respond to our prayers. 
  What a great challenge and invitation -- to pray in His name.

 Through the resurrection and ascension power of Jesus, and through the Holy Spirit He has sent, we can be lifted into such a relationship. 
  Once in that wonderful position, having been placed there by Jesus Christ, we can pray to God in Jesus' name -- in His nature and be confidant we will be heard and our prayer answered.. 
This is a gift granted to us through the Holy Spirit, and Jesus said, ". . . whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you."
 The sovereign character of Jesus Christ is tested and proven by these statements.

26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 

27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.

 And whatever you ask in My name, (in My nature), He will provide!

What a tremendous promise of Scripture! 

27 … the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.

 And whatever you ask in My name, (in My nature), He will provide!

 This morning, on a scale of 1-10, how effective is your prayer life?

 Do you get whatever you ask of God?

 If not, why not?

   God has given us the promise of having all of our prayers realized when ask in the name of Jesus.
  Try this…instead of just verbally invoking the name of Jesus in prayer…Invoke His nature being lived out in your life before you pray!

 Strive to come to that place of complete oneness with Him!

 Strive to walk as Jesus walked, talk as Jesus talked, love as Jesus loved and live as Jesus lived and see if this promise doesn’t become a reality in your life.
  This will not change Gods view of our request but it will change what we request of God as we are brought into that place of oneness with Him….
 When we are really one with Him we will begin to think as He thinks.. His will will become our will and we will receive whatever we ask for in His name because it is His will that we are asking for.
  Do we desire this kind of relationship with our Lord this morning?

  Then we need to yield our life, commit our life, every area of our life to Him and see this wondrous promise of prayer power become a reality in our life.
