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TITLE: Steak for Liver
TEXT: 1st PETER 3:8-18 & 4:12-16; Isa. 53:7

2ndCor. 5:20

INTRODUCTION:  Is there anyone here this morning who likes liver?

 God has not given me a taste for liver. There is not much in the food line that I don't like. Some things I may not like that much but I can force myself to eat them. 

  No way can I get down liver!

 (Liver and onions smells good cooking--taste terrible)

 Now put a Ribeye steak in front of me and that's FOOD!

  To me liver represents what is bad in this world. I mean to me the stuff is evil.
 If someone had me over for dinner, knowing how I feel about liver, and yet out of the meanness of their heart, fixed it for me anyway, I would want to retaliate by having them over for a dinner of pan fried cockroach's.
  But if I am obedient to Christ, if I do what God would have me to do, I would fix them a nice steak dinner.
  And not just round steak or a pot roast but a beef tenderloin --even though it may cost me 19.95 a pound.
 And God would have you do the same thing.
 When someone gives you liver, give them a steak..
  There are a lot of people that you will run into in this life, who, because of your stand for Christ, won’t have anything to give you but liver.
  It's when people say mean, or spiteful or hurtful things to you because of your stand for Christ, because you are a Christian and you let others know that you are...

1Pet 4:12 (NIV) Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 

13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 

16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

  Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 

 When people make fun of you because they know that you are a Christian, If they say mean and spiteful things to you, if they try to inflict injury to you with their words, Scripture says don't be surprised as though it were something strange or unusual.
  There were People who did the very same thing to Jesus.
 Picture Jesus standing before Pilate… He was insulted, made fun of, they hit him, spit upon him and called him names...

  And if they did it to Jesus why won't they do it to those who bear His name-His identity on earth today.

 Do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 

13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

  You see, if God be with us than who can be against us?

 If we are pleasing God than what difference does it really make what others may think?

 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 

16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

  This world is full of suffering. Every choice that we make in this life can and does have consequences.
 You murder someone and you will pay the consequence for that act, you will suffer for it...

  You steal and you will pay the consequences, you will eventually suffer for doing it....

  You meddle in other peoples business and it will eventually come back to haunt you....

  Scripture doesn't promise that once we come to Christ that we will no longer be subject to suffering, but if  our suffering is because of our relationship with Jesus than Scripture says we are to not be ashamed but that we are to  rejoice because we bear His name.
 For He is faithful and able and just and will deliver us in our suffering.
 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 

  Any suffering that we may endure now, in this life, because we bear His name, because we are a Christian, we will be rewarded for 100 fold when Christ comes back to establish His eternal kingdom.
   Gods Word tells us that we will suffer for being a Christian, for bearing His name, and it also tells us how we are to respond to those who inflict the suffering upon us...

1Pet 3:8 (NIV) Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 

9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 

11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

17 It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 

 Notice how God says we are to respond to being insulted or injured by words others may say to us?
 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

  When others may insult us, say bad things about us, are hurtful to us--we are to bless them because to this we were called.
 If we are a Christian, this is our calling, our mission in life---to bless when we are cursed.
  10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 

11 He must turn from evil and do good; 

he must seek peace and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

 We are called to bless when we are cursed because that is what God expects from us as His Children...
  God hears our prayers! He gives us the strength to stand up to the words of those who do evil...But His face is against all those who do evil…
 And if we retaliate, evil for evil, Gods face will be against us, He will not hear our prayers.
  The only hope that God has of reaching the lost is through us.
  And that is what we have been called to do; to reflect Jesus to them by allowing them to see Jesus in us.
  When Jesus was standing before Pilate just before He was crucified on the cross and He was facing all the insults that were being hurled at Him, He had the power to call down from Heaven 10,000 legions of angels and destroy them all..

 He could have wiped them all out with one word from His lips. He was God! He could have said "be destroyed” and they would all have been destroyed at the sound of His command.
  Jesus had that authority! He had that power!

 Yet what did He do?

Isai 53:7 (NIV) He was oppressed and afflicted, 

yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

 Jesus endured the hardship, the ridicule and the pain.
  They made fun of Him, They insulted Him and they nailed Him to a cross to kill Him.   

 How did He respond? Be blessed them…
 While Jesus was hanging on the cross just before He died as He was looking down upon the very ones who were responsible for putting Him on that cross, He lifts His head toward heaven and with some of the last breath that He has left in His body, cries out to God..

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO!

  They handed Jesus a plateful of liver and He responded to them with a t-bone steak.
 They cursed Him, He blessed them.
  Church, God is not asking us to do something that He, Himself, is not willing and did not, in fact, do.

 All of us, as Christians, are subject to the hurtful words of others.

 But of those among us today, probably the most susceptible to those hurtful words are our children who have taken a stand for Christ in their lives...

  Children, just out of ignorance and immaturity can say some pretty hurtful and mean things.

  There is most probably not a young person here this morning that hasn't had someone make fun of them or say something hurtful to them because they are a Christian.....Because they love Jesus.
  EXAMPLE: reminder the WWJD-bracelet-- -what would Jesus Do

What Would Jesus Do?  They insulted Him--He blessed them. They Hurt Him-He prayed for them.
 They wanted His very life--He gave it to them.
 It is hard to stand in the face of adversity of any kind and not retaliate.. Our natural instinct is to trade insult for insult, hash word for harsh word, pain inflicted for pain received....

  It is not easy to turn the other cheek...But through Christ it is possible.
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 

  Asking ourselves, What Would Jesus Do and than doing just that is how we set apart Christ as Lord in our heart.
 Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against our good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

  Someone says something mean, something hurtful to you, say something nice to them in return---They will be ashamed because of their slander..
  And maybe that shame will be what turns them to the Lord Jesus for the forgiveness of their sin..
  You will always draw more flies with honey that you will with vinegar.
17 It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
  Even if we have to suffer the rebuke and scorn of others because of our relationship with Christ, it is better than the suffering that those who do such things will one day suffer at the hand of God, when His mighty hand of judgment comes upon them.
   For God is with us in our suffering, He has promised to help us, give us the strength to stand up to it and overcome it victoriously...

  There will be no one to help the ungodly in their suffering…
18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 

  Here we are given, both a reminder and a motivation…
Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 

  It was while we were yet sinners that Christ died for us!

  Church we are the unrighteous that Christ came to die for.. Just as those who may insult us because of our stand for Christ, are the unrighteous that Christ came to die for.
  The only thing that separates us from them is the blood of Christ--- We have become positionally righteous by Gods Grace... Through our accepting of and surrender to Christ God has declared us righteous....

  Without Christ we would be the same as them...lost in our sin.

2Cor 5:20 (NIV) We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
  God has called each of us to be His ambassador to reach the lost of our world. If you are a Christian than you are an ambassador of Christ.
 An ambassador doesn't represent himself but he represents the one who sent him.
  Example: ambassador of U.S. to China. The ambassador may have personal opinions that may differ from the president of the United States but as an ambassador he is not there to represent himself but represent the one who sent him.
  Same with us---we get insulted, we, in our flesh, may want to retaliate, but we need to stop and think who it is we are representing.
  We are not representing ourselves-- we are representing Jesus....

 With every situation that we face we need to ask ourselves the question,  WWJD----and then do it.
  That is what it means to be an ambassador of Christ.
Ask ourselves WWJD and then do it.
  Why is this not just important, but essential, for us to do?  Because God is making his appeal through us. 

  God has chosen to use us to reach the lost of our world and He has no other," back up plan” for the task!  If we, His ambassadors, do not faithfully representing Him, then he won't be represented.
  How does He want us to represent Him?

 When those around us want to give us liver---give them steak in return.  The "steak" that we give them may turn into their "stake" in the kingdom of God!

The question that we need to ask ourselves today is: am I being the ambassador of Jesus that He has called for me to be, not representing myself in this world but representing Him to our world..

How is your ambassadorship going? Are you striving to faithfully represent Jesus in your day to day life?
