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June 1, 2016                                                                                             Edict # 5 

 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness.”  2 Tim 3:16  

Greetings in the matchless name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus the Christ, 

To the District Deputy Grand Masters, Assistant District Deputy Grand Masters, 

Worshipful Masters, Wardens, and Brothers of the Most Worshipful Union Grand 

Lodge,  

I hope and pray this message finds each of you and your family doing well.  I hope 

and trust that you have enjoyed your Memorial Day weekend. 

The reason for this letter is to discuss hazing.  Recently, in the jurisdiction, we have 

had an issue regarding this matter.  I, as your Grand Master and conservator of Prince 

Hall Masonry in this jurisdiction, am compelled to share this information to ensure 

that we are all on the same page and everyone has a clear understanding with regard 

to my expectations for degree work. 

 Background Checks:  Each candidate who petitions for membership must 

successfully complete the background check prior to degree work.  Degree 

work cannot begin if a background check is in “pending status”.  No 

exceptions.   

 Hazing Forms:  Each candidate must sign the hazing form prior to degree 

work.  Deputies ensure the completeness of all paperwork prior to submitting 

it to the Grand Lodge. 

 Paid Fees:  All fees must be paid prior to degree work.  We are not on a 

“pay as you go program.”  Deputies or a designee from his leadership team 

will visit with the respective lodge’s secretary to ensure that all fees have been 

paid.  The candidate cannot be initiated if all fees have not been paid. 

 Supervision:  No degree can take place without the presence of the District’s 

Leadership Team.  Do not allow your candidates to be under the sole 

supervision of the District Degree Team.  Someone in “authority from the 

local lodge” must accompany the candidates as to ensure compliance. 

 



 

From the desk of the Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 Reporting Protocol:  As soon as anyone is made aware of a hazing violation, he is to use the chain of 

command to report the incident.  Given the seriousness of this matter, I am expecting everyone to 

report the incident immediately.  Whether you are a direct witness or become aware through second 

hand information, I am expecting you to give a detailed written report of what you saw and heard. 

 Consequences:  An investigation will be conducted.  Anyone who is found guilty of not complying 

with our rules regarding hazing will receive disciplinary action up to and including expulsion.  Please 

stress the consequences to your Craft. 

 Expectations:  Zero Tolerance for hazing.  100% compliance.  This letter should be read at each 

lodge’s next three meetings in its entirety. 

 Questions:  Direct questions to your respective Zone Coordinators and District Leadership Team. 

 

Fraternally, 

Walter Gulley, Jr. 
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