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TITLE: SELF ESTEEM VS. BEING ESTEEMED BY GOD

TEXT: 2nd Co. 2:9-11; 1st Co. 1:26-30; Ja. 4:7; 1st Sam. 16:5-12; Ephe. 3:7-9; Is. 64:6; Ps. 51:17; Ro. 5:8; 1st Sam. 16:7

INTRODUCTION: This morning I would like to start off by asking a question…(don’t need to respond)

 How do you view yourself as a Christian?

 How many of you view yourself as a giant in and for the kingdom of God?  View yourself as having it all together as a Christian? Having arrived and reached the goal that God has for you?

  How many view yourself as largely unworthy and unusable by God because of your past sins, the life that you once lived?

 How many of you view yourself as small and insignificant as a Christian?

 If you fall into the first category this morning, you view yourself as a Giant in and for the kingdom of God and you have it all together as a Christian, then praise God! You can sit back and just relax this morning as I am going to be talking to the other two categories of us…

 Those who may view themselves as small and insignificant as a Christian or those who may feel unworthy and unusable by God because of past failure and sins…..

 Scripture tells us that our advisory, the devil, roams this earth like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour… Satan has been around a long time and sense his fall from Gods grace he has made it his #1 priority to destroy humankind.

 Scripture says that he often tries to do that through deceit.
 He tries to deceive us. And he is good at it. Scripture says that he is a liar and he is the father, the originator of all lies.
  2Cor 2:9 (NIV) The reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in everything. 

10 If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven--if there was anything to forgive--I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 

11 in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 
 Scripture here has an admonition for us as Christians and that is that we are not to be unaware of Satan’s schemes and not allow him to outwit us.
 We are to know how our advisory, the devil, know how he works to destroy us and what his schemes are.
 And it is not really all that hard for us to know the schemes of Satan because they haven’t changed all that much sense he first enticed man to sin in the Garden of Eden.
 Satan has two primary schemes that he uses against man….

 To the unsaved his scheme is to try to make sin look appealing and keep us distracted from our need for God, to keep us from realizing our need for a Savior, to make us feel secure or be apathetic in our sinful, unsaved state….

 To those who have slipped through his slippery fingers and have found our way back to God through Christ, his scheme is to try to neutralize us as a Christian…

 To keep us from becoming all that God has for us to become in Christ…

 Once we come to Jesus Christ we are safely in His hands.
 Satan doesn’t have dominion over our life any longer.
 He can’t take us back from God but he will try his hardest to render us ineffective as a Christian.
 The way that he most often tries to do that is to keep us questioning our usefulness and effectiveness for God or questioning our worth and value to God as a Christian.
 So he whispers in our ear… Are you really saved? Or You’re a Christian and you did that! Or you’re a Christian and you said that! Or, you be used by God! Give me a break! Just look at all the sin in your past! God could never use you!

   Little man, little woman, who do you think you are anyway!

 Folks, this has been a scheme of Satan sense the creation of the world. To make us feel like we are small and insignificant to God. Make us feel like we can be of no use to God. Like we are unfit to be used by an all holy God at all.
 Example: when God called me into the ministry…..

(I had a lot of sin in my past- I was grateful for my salvation but felt unworthy, unusable in any big way as far as serving God went. I was for the most part uneducated by the worlds view—

  Satan kept whispering in my ear, who are you to serve God. Just look at your past! You have too much of a past to have a future serving God.
As I was struggling with all this God brought me to what has become a pretty special portion of Scripture to me..

1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 

29 so that no one may boast before him. 

30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 

31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 

 A wise man once said this about the Christian life…

“If you think you are too small to be effective, you have never been in bed with a mosquito.”

 I have seen mosquitos, among the smallest of Gods creation, put grown men to flight.
(Cookout a few years ago at men’s retreat)

 Many of us may feel small and insignificant when it comes to serving God and doing anything noteworthy for His kingdom, but like a mosquito, we are capable of doing great things and can even put the largest of enemies to flight.
 Including Satan himself!

Jame 4:7 (NIV) Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

So Paul says:

1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 

29 so that no one may boast before him. 

Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.

 As I was going through this struggle about my usefulness to God, God then brought me to the book of 1st Samuel and I read about Gods choosing of the greatest king to ever rule over His people Israel, King David, A man that God says was a man after his own heart.
 Was David, the man that God chose, a prince among the people of Israel that God choose because of his worldly influence, intelligence and capabilities? No!

 When God sent the prophet Samuel to the house of Jesse, David’s father, to anoint one of Jesse’s sons as king over Israel to replace King Saul listen to what happens…. 

1Sam 16:5 (NIV) Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD." 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The LORD has not chosen this one either." 

9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the LORD chosen this one." 

10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 

11 So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" 

"There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep." 

Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives." 

12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. 

Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." 

  Of all of Jesse’ sons, David would have been voted the least likely to succeed from the worlds perspective.
 He was a  red faced young man who was, not the CEO of a large corporation or came from a prominent family, but he was a poor shepherd boy who came from a family of poor shepherds, He was a very common, uneducated young man, Yet God chose Him to be King and lead His people,
 David’s father, Jesse, had seven other sons who may have looked like a king but only one son who had the heart of a king, a heart that was a heart after God’s heart. And it was that one that God chose to do great things for Him-- And David did just that!

 Or take the apostle Paul, a Christian who has probably done more to advance the Gospel of Christ then any other Christian who has ever lived except Jesus Himself…

 Talk about a man with a past that could have interfered with the present!

  Before Paul had a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, Paul had been a persecutor of the Church. He had been given a letter, a warrant if you will, from the ruling Jewish hierarchy to go around Judea and arrest, imprison and even put to death Christians.
 When Steven, the first Church martyr was murdered, it is said that Paul consented unto his death. Paul held the coats of those who threw the rocks at Steven so they could be sure to hit their mark.
 In my view if anything would disqualify anyone from ever being of service and use to God it would have been what Paul did-- Literally persecuting Christians to death.
  If Satan could ever have someone that had reason to buy into his lies it would have been Paul!

  Paul, you serve Christ! Give me a break! You have the blood of His servants on your hands! How could God ever use you?

  But Paul wouldn’t listen to Satan’s lies. Paul knew Satan’s schemes and he knew the riches of Gods amazing grace.
 Listen to the testimony that Paul goes on to give about the amazing grace of God in his life and how God can and will use all who come to Him to do great things for His kingdom….

 Ephe 3:7 (NIV) I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. 

8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

 What a profound statement of faith in Gods amazing grace!

8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ!

Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me!

Although you may be less than the least of all God's people, if you have received Jesus as the Lord and savior of your life, then this grace has been given to you!

Paul understood the magnificent power of Gods grace.
 It’s power to change and transform a life. Its power to render an unfit person fit to serve God.
That is why Paul admonishes us to:

1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are!

 When Jesus went out to choose His 12 disciples, who did he choose? Did He go out and choose from among the in-crowd? Did He choose from the influential and naturally gifted of this world?
  Did He choose from corporate Jerusalem, the legislative segment or the actor’s guild?

 No! He went out and chooses from among the lowest of the culture! The downtrodden of society, the common man! He chose 10 fishermen, a tax collector and a doctor without a practice..
(He) chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are!

 David, Paul, the twelve disciples where not great men that God called but they were very common, ordinary, even sinful men that God called and then they became great.
 You see we run into a divine principle of Scripture when it comes to being called by God and that is this:

 God doesn’t call the qualified, God qualifies those He calls!

 So Paul goes on and says:

1Cor 1:30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 

31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 

  When we come to God through Christ Jesus we do not come to Him clothed in our righteousness, holiness and redemption, but we come to God clothed in the righteousness, holiness and redemption that is only found in Jesus Christ.
 Scripture says that all of our righteous acts apart from Christ are but filthy rags in His sight.
Isai 64:6 (NIV) All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 

 Even the best among us, the Dwight L. Moody’s, the Billy Grahams, the Mother Theresa’s stand before God unclean, their righteous acts as filthy rags apart from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 

Apart from Christ Jesus All of us are but broken pieces of pottery in the sight of our God.  Cracked and broken vessels that, on our own, are for the most part UN-fit and UN-usable by God.
 But there is good news!

 God can use us in our broken state if we come to Him and allow Him to put the pieces back together.
 The good news is that God uses broken things! God uses broken soil to produce a crop, broken clouds to give rain, broken grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. It is the broken alabaster box that gives forth perfume. It is a broken Simon Peter, weeping bitterly, after disowning His Lord who returns to greater power than ever after God picks Him up and puts the pieces of his life back together as Peter repented and turned back to Him!

  You may feel like you are too broken to be used by God this morning, that you have too much of a past to have a future with God. Satan may be whispering in your ear, you, serve God, give me a break! Just look at all that you have done! All the times that you have failed! How could God ever use you?

 Carmen once said in a song… when Satan reminds you of your past just remind him of his future!

 Church the good news of the Gospel message of Jesus Christ is that God delights is using broken things!

 God delights in putting broken lives back together!

He delights in using those who think themselves unusable!

  The fact is that many times the more broken that we are the more useable we can be to God!

  For it is not until we are totally broken before the Lord that we will no longer hold on to something that often gets in the way of what God wants to do in our life and that is self! 

 You see, it is impossible for God to fix a life that doesn’t think that it needs fixed. One that is sufficient in self and thinks they have no need for God.
  That’s why Ps. 51:17 says…..

Psal 51:17 (NIV) The sacrifices of God are a 

broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 

O God, you will not despise.

  The point of the message this morning is this….

 No matter how broken you may be, no matter how much sin you may have in your life, no matter how many times you have tried and failed God before, God has a new beginning in Christ Jesus for you today.
 God wants to pick up the broken pieces of your life and put your life back together a new creation where the old is gone and the new is come.
  God can and will use you in a mighty way for His kingdom if you just allow Him to do that.
 There is no such thing as low self-esteem in Christ Jesus because God esteems all of His children very highly.
 He proved that when He gave His life for our sin!

Roma 5:8 (NIV) But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

(Play song)

Ray Bolts

 “Shepherd Boy”

1Sam 16:7 (NIV) ---The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 

 When others may see a shepherd boy God may see a king!

1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are! So that no one may boast before Him!

Prayer

“Shepherd Boy”

By Ray Boltz

One by one, Jesse’s sons

Stood before the prophet

Their father knew a king 

Would soon be found

And each one passed

Except the last

No one thought to call him

Surely he would never 

Wear a crown.

(Chorus)

But when others see a shepherd boy

God may see a king

Even though your life seems filled

With ordinary things

In just a moment He can touch you

And everything will change

When others may see a shepherd boy

God may see a king.

One by one

Problems come

And dreams get shattered

And sometimes it’s hard to understand

But things like chance

And circumstance

They don’t really matter

Our Father holds tomorrow

In His hands

(Chorus)

Well it wasn’t the oldest

It wasn’t the strongest

 Chosen on that day

And yet the giants fell

And nations trembled

When they stood in his way..

(Chorus)

