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What’s New at Cooperating
Churches?
RECOVERY CONGREGATIONS
We are still recruiting congregation for this initiative. If you
would like more information please contact our office or
email us.
Think about becoming a Recovery Congregation.
How can your organization help with the addiction problem
in our community?
Recovery Congregations can provide spiritual and pastoral
support. They can view addiction as a disease not a moral issue. They can embrace and support people in recovery, as
well as their families. They can provide visible outreach in the
community. They can disseminate recovery information. And,
they can host recovery groups within their organizations.
See inside for more information.

Williams/Hughes Attorneys
Rev. Jane Mountain
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

Family Faith Fellowship Fair

Rev. John Parker

Muskegon County Cooperating Churches presents

Mt. Herman Zion Baptist Church

the organization’s first, and hopefully, yearly fund-

Rev. Diane Stark

raiser on Saturday July 27, 2019. See the inside for

Unity of Muskegon Church
Toni Garcia
Prince of Peace
Rev. Lily Marx
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church
MCCC Program Director

more information.
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G/eanings byTom Wagner
.

Sabbath Freedom
.

Following college graduation I served about a year and a half as an intern at Brethren Historical Library & Archives,
located at the Church of the Brethren denominational offices in Elgin, Illinois. In addition to working daily with the
raw materials of history, the job gave me access to much current news and information from around the denomination and our ecumenical partners. I also became acquainted with many talented and caring volunteers and staff.
One of the perks of the job was that I could frequently hitch a ride with staff traveling to or through Indiana, allowing
me to visit family and friends back home. These trips were good opportunities to get to know them better. Many had
been seasoned pastors, while others had served on mission fields in Nigeria, India or Ecuador. These folks often had
adventurous tales to tell. Being rather young, I had few stories of my own, but these companions often showed genuine interest in my background and future plans.
On one occasion while riding with an associate general secretary and her husband to a college homecoming, we began comparing stories of their Midwestern upbringings with my childhood in eastern Pennsylvania nearly two generations later. In spite of the age difference there were more similarities than we had expected, largely because Brethren
Midwestern and urban congregations had assimilated to mainstream culture decades before many eastern congregations. While a few “plain” congregations remain to this day, most of my home church had shed the traditional Dunker
wardrobe by the time I was born, with the exception of a few elderly members. Yet some lifestyle patterns persisted.
My traveling companions reminisced about youthful conflicts over attending movies on Sunday afternoons, and wondered if I had encountered similar restrictions. I hadn’t. It simply never occurred to me make the request. Attending
movies was rare for our household. There was no stated taboo, but it just never became a habit among us. I suspect it
may have been a remnant from a time when “worldly amusements” were frowned upon. I’ve been told that one of my
great-grandmothers would lecture my Dad and his brother about not playing ball on Sunday afternoons. In her mind,
it was a time to sit and visit.
Personally I recall Sundays of my childhood as relatively relaxed days. Dad had the day off of work. We often did
visit with relatives. Other times we might take long car rides while Dad listened to Phillies games on the radio. Many
times we simply loafed around the house or yard. Of course we nearly always attended Sunday school and church,
unless we were ill or the snow was too deep. That rarely happened. It’s a habit I’ve maintain throughout my adult
life.
It is sad that our understanding of Sunday or Sabbath observance is so often dominated by a sense of restriction.
There is a scriptural basis for seeing it as a regular opportunity for liberation. The version of the Ten Commandments
found in Deuteronomy 5:6-21 gives YHWH’s deliverance of Israel from bondage in Egypt as rational for keeping the
day holy. Indeed this day of rest applied not only to the Hebrews themselves, but to their servants, livestock and even
foreigners in their midst. In Luke’s story about Jesus healing a bent-over woman in a synagogue on the Sabbath follows this theme (13:10-17). The Rev. Dr. Natalie Houghtby-Haddon points out a number of unique points about the
story in her book Changed Imagination, Changed Obedience. Unlike other healings and exorcisms, Jesus declares
the woman “freed” rather than healed. When the leader of the synagogue reprimands Jesus for breaking the Sabbath
with this work of mercy, Jesus responds by pointing that his opponents release (untie) their oxen and asses for water
on the Sabbath. Does not a woman, a daughter of Abraham no less, who has been bound for 18 years deserve to be
released from her affliction? There are a couple of things going on here—a word play on untying beasts of burden
and unbinding a captive woman in addition to making a greater point by use of a lesser example. It also may serve as
a reminder of the Deuteronomy text including livestock in the day of rest. Houghtby-Haddon also hears the echoes of
another Sabbath when Jesus declared a year of Jubilee at Nazareth in Luke 4:16-30. It was a promise of release to
the captives, of good news to the poor of debt cancelation, of giving the soil its Sabbath rest and redistribution of
land. This woman experienced that promise fulfilled in release from her long affliction. May each of us come to
know Sabbath’s liberty, empowering us for the tasks ahead.
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From Lily
Muskegon County Cooperating Churches would love to hear from you. If you have something you
would like to share, please e-mail me at staff@cooperatingchurches.com or send it to me in the
mail. Please include pictures and/or your organizational logo. Information is due into the office no

Muskegon County Cooperating Churches’ Annual Fundraiser
Registration to participate in this event is listed below. Details of the event are
listed on the next page. Please support us and join us in making this a memorable event.
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A Memorial Bench has been placed in the Heritage
Memorial Gardens at 545 W. Western Ave in downtown Muskegon across from the Amazon Building
in honor of Kryssis Bjork.

Kryssis Bjork was a friend and
Board Member of Muskegon
County Cooperating Churches.

Her social activism on peace and justice issues have had a great impact on
this community. She is remembered
fondly by many.

We would not exist without your generous support. Contributions have been received during the last 2 months from the following individuals, churches and organizations.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church
Sacred Heart
Nancy A. Waters
William Boelkins
First Presbyterian

Bill Page
Salvation Army
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
McGraft Memorial Congreg.

HenryKay Ostrom
Thomas Tuori
Martha Giacobassi
Bridge Bible Church

Love, In The Name of Christ
Bernadette Glover
Mount Zion, COGIC
Church of the Brethren
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Child Evangelism Fellowship of Muskegon County is
hosting a BBQ Dinner on Saturday, July 27, from 1:00
pm to 3:00 pm, at
Sheridan Drive Baptist Church, 84 S.
Sheridan Drive.
Come and enjoy
pulled pork sandwiches, hot dogs,
coleslaw, chips, and
more! A freewill offering will be taken to help fund
summer ministry needs. Call the CEF office with any
questions. (231-733-2200)

Calendar










June 17-August 2: Club 188, Mount Zion Church
June 19-August 7: Strengthening Families, pg.4
June 27 to July 27, Registration for the Family Faith
Fellowship Fair, pg.3
July 9 to September 10, Nurturing class, pg.4
July 25-5 pm MCCC Board of Director’s Meeting
July 27–10 am to 3 pm, Family Faith Fellowship Fair,
pg.4
July 27-BBQ Dinner, Child Evangelism Fellowship of
Muskegon, 1 pm to 3 pm, pg. 6
August 22-Deadline for submissions to the September/October Branches’ issue.
August 22– 5pm MCCC Board of Director’s Meeting

