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TITLE: Where did He go?

TEXT: Lu. 24:50-52 & 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-11; Jn 1:1-3;

Acts 17:22-28; Ge. 1:1; Jn. 17:20-21; Mt. 4:17; Pr.18:24

INTRODUCTION: Let me start out by reading a Scripture this morning:

 Luke 24:50 - 52 (NIV) 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.  51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.  52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  
“Where did He go” was the subject of one of my daily devotionals a while back.  As with the pastor that wrote the devotional I found that I, as a Pastor, have preached sermons on Christ birth, His Baptism, different events during His life, His death and His resurrection, but as I read this verse of Scripture I realized that I have never preached a message on His ascension. His being taken up into Heaven..

I believe there is significance to everything written in Scripture.

2 Timothy 3:16 - 17 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful!

 So just what is the real significance in the ascension of Christ….

Luke is the Gospel writer that records the event of Jesus ascension. Luke also wrote the book of Acts where the ascension is mentioned again in the opening Chapter.

 Luke was probably the only formally educated disciple. Luke was a physician, a doctor. Luke had a mind that leaned toward detail and science. 

 Luke was very factual in his writings, not seeming to let anything just slip by him.

Just listen to how Luke starts his Gospel…


Luke 1:1 - 4 (NIV) 1Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us,  2just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  3Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,  4so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
Notice some of the words Dr. Luke uses here: Carefully investigated! Write an orderly account!
That you may know the certainty!

 Luke seemed to pay a lot of attention to details often not recorded by the other gospel writers.

The ascension of Christ is one of them…

Luke closes his gospel with the account of the ascension of Christ… 

Luke 24:50 - 52 (NIV) 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.  51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.  52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  

 And then Luke opens the book of Acts with the ascension of Christ. The same account!

Acts 1:1 - 11 (NIV) 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach  2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 

 3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  

5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

 So in keeping with Luke’s attention to detail and specifics let me ask a question this morning?

When Jesus ascended how far did He actually go? How long did it take Him to get there?

As I pondered these questions it became apparent to me that these questions are really pretty stupid questions to ask!

So you might say then why pose them to us this morning?

 Because we can learn a lot from seeming stupid questions because of the thinking process that we must go through to determine that they are stupid.
 Let us start with the question, when Jesus ascended just how far did he actually go?  What makes this a stupid question is when we contemplate who Jesus is.
 John 1:1 - 3 (NIV) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

Jesus is the creator of everything that has been created!
 How far did Jesus go when He ascended is a space question! 

 Jesus created space! Jesus was there before there was space! He is not in space! He transcends space! Space is in Him!
 How long is a time question! He created time because it is a reflection of space, a reflection of creation. Days, hours and minutes are part of created experience; they are not a part of God’s experience!

 He is not bound by time or space!

Reaching this point in our thinking should give us a moment of revelation…
 If God is not in time or space but time and space are in Him then when Jesus returns He will not have to travel through space nor will it take Him any time for He is the Lord of space and time! Time and space are within Him!

 That means that He is already here! He never really left! We just don’t have the capacity to recognize His holy presence!

 In genesis chapter 2 it tells us that God came and walked and talked with Adam and Eve in the garden in the cool of the day. Before sin man had direct and personal access to God. After man sins in Genesis chapter 3, man loses that accessibility. 
From then on God calls out to man or reveals Himself to man through manifestations of Himself but never reveals Himself personally. God reveals Himself to Moses through a burning bush. God revealed Himself to Abraham in the form an angel on the way to Sodom.

 But after man sinned no man has seen the face of God!

 Most of the time when I share the gospel with someone for the first time I will go back and start at the Genesis account to set a base of how and why man was created, and how mankind fell to sin and was instantly separated from communion and fellowship with God and how God paved the way for us to come back into fellowship and relationship with Him through the sacrifice of Christ Jesus. 

One thing that I have always said was that the instant man sinned, God left!  Man with sin could no longer stand in the all holy presence of God and live, so God, as an act of mercy separated Himself from sinful man so that man would not be destroyed by His Holy presence..
This just may be a matter of semantics but I believe that God never went anywhere! With sin, man just lost His ability to see or perceive God! 

From human experience and perspective we speak of having Christ in our hearts. The reality though is that we are in Him because there is nowhere that He is not!

 With this thought in mind listen to what the Apostle Paul says to the Athenians in:

 Acts 17:22 - 28 (NIV) 22Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus (A’r-e’-op-a-gus) and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 
 23For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription:

 TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 

24“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 

 25And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  

26From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  27God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  28‘For in him we live and move and have our being. 

Did you catch that?

 He is not far from each one of us.  28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.

What is this saying?

It is saying that God is not in time or space but that time and space reside within God!

 He is not far from each one of us.  28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.

  An atheist and a Christian were engaged in an intense public debate. On the blackboard behind the podium the atheist printed in large capital letters, "GOD IS NOWHERE." When the Christian rose to offer his rebuttal, he rubbed out the W at the beginning of where and added that letter to the preceding word no. Then the statement read, "GOD IS NOW HERE."

The first 4 words of Genesis I believe say it all!

Genesis 1:1 (NIV) 1In the beginning God!

In the Beginning God is all that there was!

Before space, before time, before anything, GOD!

A. Skevington Wood.

   Our lives are not puzzles to be figured out. Rather, we come to God, who knows us and reveals to us the truth of our lives. The fundamental mistake is to begin with ourselves and not God. God is the center from which all life develops. We can never talk about God behind his back.  We cannot speak of God in his absence. ... The God who is being discussed is also there. The attitude people take to Him can never be merely theoretical.  To deny Him is to spite Him to His face. 

  Everything that has been created by Him is within Him!
Paul understood this when he said:

  He is not far from each one of us.  28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.
What is significant about all of this?  

Simply this…

 This should give us a sense of His nearness that maybe we have never had before.
28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.

Jesus affirms this thought in:

John 17:20 - 21 (NIV) 20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

O. Hallesby once said:

 The air which our body requires envelops us on every hand. The air of itself seeks to enter our bodies and, for this reason, exerts pressure upon us. It is well known that it is more difficult to hold one's breath
than it is to breathe. 
We need but exercise our organs of respiration, and air will enter forthwith into our lungs and perform its life-giving function to the entire body.  The air which our souls need also envelops all of us at all times and on all sides. God is round about us in Christ on every hand, with his many-sided and all-sufficient grace. All we need to do is to open our hearts. 

 Matthew 4:17 (KJV) 17From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Or the kingdom of heaven is near…
To understand Jesus saying that the Kingdom of Heaven is near as being near in the sense of time and space may not be doing justice to His statement.
 Time and Space reside within Christ. So His nearness is a reality right now. He is here now. In fact He never went anywhere. He has always been here and we live and move and have our being in Him.
When Jesus comes again and our eyes are opened to see Him, I think that we will realize that He has been here all along. He never really left. Our eyes will just be opened to see Him in His glorious presence on that Day.
 Again, the significance of all of this, I believe, is helping us to realize just how close the Lord really is to us. That it is in Him that we live and move and have our being!

 We don’t have a God who is far away but one who surrounds us on every side.
 Proverbs 18:24 - (NIV) 24    A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 

The word used for stick here in Hebrew is:

daw-bake'
adhering:—cleave, joining, stick closer.
Jesus is that friend that sticks closer than a brother!

 No matter where we are Jesus is right here with us!

 No matter what trial we may be going through Jesus is standing beside us! When we worship Him He is standing in the midst of our praise! When we are joyful He is close enough to experience our joy with us and when we are sorrowful He is right here to wipe our tears and comfort our hearts!

This morning does it comfort you to know that it is in Him that you live and move and have your being?

That when we come to Christ with a believing heart that is repentant for our sins and we give Him Lordship of our life, allow Him to become the Savior of our soul, that He becomes that friend that sticks closer than any brother ever can…
In The Beginning God! In the beginning God was all that there was!
In Him we live and move and have our being!

Does this truth give you a tangible since of His nearness to you this morning?
 If it does what difference will that make in your life?

