Luke 12: 13-21
He who dies with the most toys still dies
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Comedian Jack Benny, from TV’s Golden age, had a skit which illustrated how we place money ahead of everything. He is walking down the street when suddenly he is approached by an armed robber, "Your money or your life!" There is a long pause. Jack does nothing. The robber impatiently queried, "Well?" Jack replied, "Don't rush me, I'm thinking it over."

That is kind of a sad commentary as opposed to funny comedy.  However, the man in the parable lost both.
The parable Jesus tells is in response to a young man asking Him to tell his brother to divide the family inheritance.  Since the Torah contains laws of inheritance (Num 27:1-11; 36:1-9; Deut 21:15-17), a religious teacher, rabbi, might be asked to settle disputes about it. Jesus, however, chooses to pass on settling this for the young man.  Instead, he takes the request as an occasion to warn the crowd against greed, primarily through a parable.
The parable is pretty clear regarding money, possessions, stuff.  It’s not what is of primary importance.  Being rich toward God is what matters most.  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all these things will be added as well.” (Matt. 6:33)  We hear it in church and some of us truly live it out but as a whole our society misses it altogether.  America’s motto, “He who dies with the most toys wins.”  That’s what the tee shirts and bumper stickers say.  I used to have t-shirt that said, “He who dies with the most toys still dies.”  I think that’s the one Jesus would wear.  

I think that’s part of the message Jesus has for us today.  Whether you live long or short, have lots of money and things or little of each – you’ll still die.  And when you do, what you’ll have is… … God.  Will you have lived your life so that He will have you?
I don’t mean have you done enough or given enough.  Neither is ever enough!  By now you have heard (from this pulpit) that our eternal life with God is based in accepting His grace not on what we do.  His grace is always enough.  Our works are and never will be enough.  What I mean by will He have you is this.  Have you lived your life for God or for yourself?  Who comes first?
In the parable, the man clearly lived life for himself.  God called him a fool in the parable.  He was a fool because he had full barns, but an empty heart. He was rich in man's eyes but poor in God's eyes. Maybe one question that we should ask ourselves this morning is: Are we rich in God's eyes? 

The man already is rich with money and things, has a bumper crop that season and wants to just kick back and coast.  Sometimes we call that retirement and that’s not what is so bad here.  It’s the man’s attitude about the whole thing.  He is all that matters.  When he talks to himself he says, “Soul…”  That is a spiritual term so he is apparently thinking at some spiritual level.  And at that spiritual level he is at the center of his universe and gives no recognition for his success to God or others.  It’s all about him!  
Someone asked John D. Rockefeller (of all people) "How much wealth does it take to satisfy a person?" He replied, "Just a little bit more." 

Henry Ford once asked an associate about his life goals. The man replied that his goal was to make a million dollars. A few days later Ford gave the man a pair of glasses made out of two silver dollars. He told the man to put them on and asked what he could see. "Nothing," the man said. "The dollars are in the way." Ford told him that he wanted to teach him a lesson: If his only goal was dollars, he would miss a host of greater opportunities. He should invest himself in serving others, not simply in making money. 
That's a great secret of life that far too few people discover.  Money is important.  No question about that.  But money is only a means by which we reach higher goals.  Service to others.  Obedience to God.  These truly matter.  God comes to the rich man and says, "You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?"  The answer was clear.  The rich man had put his trust in things.  Now he was leaving these things behind. 

This man was a fool because he had full barns, but an empty heart.  He was also a fool because he forgot about time. His whole attitude in life was that time was unlimited.  We know that it is not but we often live like it is.

How many people have you known who spent all of their life preparing to live?  And how many finally got to that point and their health failed significantly or then life ended for them?  It may be good to save our money for a rainy day, but it is perilous to save our life for a rainy day.  Why?  Because time might just run out on us before it rains.
Folks, the clock is relentless. It beats us down. It is always ticking. Regardless of what we do or fail to do, the clock keeps ticking.  It is a fool who builds barns but postpones life.  Make the most of the life you have but don’t just live it for yourself.  Live it for God.  Use what you have, whether a lot or a little, to not only live on but to help others and so grow the kingdom and yourself.  You never know what will come of a small, seemingly insignificant act of giving.  And maybe you don’t need to know.  Maybe the act of giving it is what is important for you as an act of obedience to God.

Many years ago, missionary Bob Roberts was a guest speaker in a church.  In this service he was sharing his burden for hungry children in the Philippines.  Afterwards a young boy, about seven years old, came up to him and said, “Jesus spoke to me tonight while you were telling us about the hungry children . . . When you said that for a quarter a day you could feed a child and give him a vitamin, I thought, I’ve got to help.  But I didn’t know how I could.  That’s when Jesus spoke to me.”  The lad extended his hand and said, “This is my seashell collection.  I believe Jesus wants me to give these shells to help the children.”  With those words, he placed the shells in Roberts’ hand. Roberts accepted the shells, but he wondered how they could help hungry children.

A few weeks later, Roberts spoke to another congregation. Reaching into his pocket, he pulled out the seashells and told about that boy and his desire to feed hungry children. At the end of the service, a man approached Roberts and said, “I would like to purchase those shells for $100!”

Bob Roberts added this comment, “My freckle-faced friend may never know that his sacrificial offering of 6 seashells ultimately provided 400 meals for Filipino children. He may not have understood how the Lord would use this small gift to feed the hungry, but he knew God wanted him to give what he had…”
Are you rich toward God or just rich with stuff?  It’s possible to be both but not when stuff holds first place in your life.  Are you willing to give up your prized possession for God or will it possess you in the end.  I hope at this point, like Jack Benny, you are thinking it over.  Amen


