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TITLE: Christian Patriotism

TEXT: Psalm 127:1; Psalm 122:6-123:1;Jn. 13:34-35: Deut. 9:15-20: Mt. 16:24

INTRODUCTION:

 Last week we talked about the republic on which we stand and how as Americans how much of a Godly heritage that we have as a nation.

 I quoted several of our founding Fathers that spoke of just how much God influenced their lives and thinking and how that shaped the way that this nation was established. 

One of the quotes that I used was Benjamin Franklin who quoted Scripture in one of his speeches before the Continental congress, Psalms 127:1                      “If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? We’ve been insured in the sacred writing that, “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it!”
The question that I closed with last week was a question of challenge… Is the Lord still building our house today? Not just our house in the national context but more importantly our house in a personal context?

Any of us here this morning over 50 years of age would probably concede that America is not as great a nation as it once was. Especially from a moral perspective.

And if we contemplate why that may be, the answer should not be too hard for us to come up with.

In a lot of areas we have stepped away from our Godly heritage as a nation.

Some quite ignorantly by neglect and for others it has been more of an intentional assault on American culture. A continual chipping away at our foundation stones, if you will.

First it was necessary to get God removed from our classrooms and invited out of our public places.

 In doing so the standard or measure of true rightness, Gods Word, could be removed and in the absence of that standard we could start to place our own societal standards in its place.

If we don’t have an absolute standard of right and wrong, such as the word of God provides, then the standard of right and wrong becomes subjective.

What is right becomes subject to how we feel.
In this nation we have actually made a religion out of this philosophy. It is called secular humanism.

If it fells right to you then it must be right to do!

So this is what has happened…

It doesn’t feel right for a woman to have to bear a child that she doesn’t want so it must be right to allow her to get rid of that child if she desires!

It doesn’t feel right that someone who just happens to prefer same gender sexual partners should be made to feel ashamed of their behavior so we need to pass laws to protect that behavior so they don’t feel bad about themselves!

It just feels right to sacrifice human embryonic life to research for the greater good of helping life in a little more advanced stage!

Secular humanism was not the foundation on which this nation was built. This nation was built on the foundation of Christianity.

This nation was built specifically by Christian Patriots.

Not by patriotic Christians but by Christian patriots!

Christ came first in their lives and out of their Christianity true patriotism was developed.

That is what George Washington was talking about when he said:

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars!”
Our patriotism should be derived from our Christianity, our life of faith in Christ, not the other way around.

So it seems to me that if this country is not as great as if once was, and our country is governed by we the people, then we need to look at our own Christian patriotism.

This morning I want to start out by an example of Christian Patriotism from Scripture. 

The example is King David.

 Psalms 122:6 - 123:1 (NIV) 6    Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure. 7    May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.” 8    For the sake of my brothers and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.” 9   For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity. 1    I lift up my eyes to you, to you whose throne is in heaven.
Ok. David was king of Israel. How does David express his patriotism here? 

By his concern for his nation in relation to their relationship with God…
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure. 7   May there be peace within your walls     and security within your citadels.” 8    For the sake of my brothers and friends,  I will say, “Peace be within you.” 9  For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity. 1   I lift up my eyes to you,  to you whose throne is in heaven.

Every 4th of July, Coney Island host a hot-dog eating contest. Contestants from around the country gather to prove who can stuff the most hot dogs into their mouths. One year I remember that a man from Iowa competed. They have 12 minutes to see who can eat the most hot-dogs. 

That year a young California man by the name of Joey Chestnut was the winner and set a new hot dog eating record. In 12 minutes Joey ate 66 hot dogs!

 When we have hot dogs at our men’s meetings all of our men put together eat no more than about 15-20! And we have some pretty good eaters! 

It seems that downing hot dogs and lemonade is the American way of expressing patriotism on the 4th of July; Family picnics and fireworks celebrate the founding of our nation.

Would St, Augustine tell us that is exactly the right way to express patriotism?
 No, he didn’t write about the finer points of American hot-dog eating; he said the best way to develop patriotism is by loving your own family.

As Christians we are commanded to love the whole world. But that is really quite impractical. No finite human being can possibly love every other person in the whole world.

 So God has placed us in concrete relationships where we can learn to love.

As Augustine puts it, “it’s as though God has cast lots and assigned each of us to a particular family, a particular Church, and a particular country.”
 We cannot love the whole world but we can love the particular people in the relationships where God has placed us---moving outward from family to Church, community, and nation in an ever widening circle.

That is how Christian Patriotism is built!

You know it is easy to love people in the abstract isn’t it? 

It is often much harder to love the real flesh and blood people we interact with in our families, Churches and communities. 

C.S. Lewis explained that we are constantly tempted to love only what is lovable---to love our wives only when they are kind and beautiful, to love our husbands only when they are successful, to love our children only when they are pleasant. But that is not the way God loves. God loves us even when we are unlovable—just because He has chosen us to be His people—and He commands us to then do the same.

Jesus says this in:
John 13:34 - 35 (NIV) 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
We are to love our families even when they are unlovable---just because they are ours. We’re to love the Church—just because we belong to one another as the family of God. And we are to love our country—not because it is the best and most democratic country in the world but because it is the place that God has put us.

There are times when our love of country must be a tough love---Being utterly honest about our nation’s flaws and shortcomings, and yet still continuing to love it and doing whatever we can do to right the wrongs.

The nation that David ruled over was the greatest nation on earth at that time. Yet it was far from a perfect nation. They had their share of flaws and shortcomings. 
 How did a godly king respond?

David prayed for Jerusalem and encouraged the people of the nation to do so also.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure. 7  May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.” 8    For the sake of my brothers and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.” 9  For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity. 1 I lift up my eyes to you, to you whose throne is in heaven.
 David recognized that true patriotism had to start with love of God!  And from love of God to love of  family, and from love of family to love of the Church body and from love of the Church body to love of those within our communities and ever-widening the circle outward until it enveloped the nation and even beyond.
 The early American’s that founded our republic I believe had this perspective of patriotism.

Love of God, family, community, and nation --and in that order.
 And I believe that our founders were for the most part, men, who like King David, prayed for their country.
 Do you realize that as a Christian living in America that prayer for your country may in fact be our most patriotic act?
 We have an excellent example of the patriotism of prayer from Mount Sinai when Moses was up on the mountain receiving the 10 commandments while the people where down in the camp making a golden calf to worship and by so doing dishonoring God.
Deuteronomy 9:15 - 20 (NIV) 15So I turned and went down from the mountain while it was ablaze with fire. And the two tablets of the covenant were in my hands. 16When I looked, I saw that you had sinned against the LORD your God; you had made for yourselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. You had turned aside quickly from the way that the LORD had commanded you.  17So I took the two tablets and threw them out of my hands, breaking them to pieces before your eyes. 18Then once again I fell prostrate before the LORD for forty days and forty nights; I ate no bread and drank no water, because of all the sin you had committed, doing what was evil in the LORD’S sight and so provoking him to anger.  
19I feared the anger and wrath of the LORD, for he was angry enough with you to destroy you. But again the LORD listened to me.  20And the LORD was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him, but at that time I prayed for Aaron too. 
This is the heart of a true patriot. Moses recognized the sin of his countrymen and grieved for that sin yet he also fasted and prayed his heart out in intercession before God for them.
 And it was this intercession of prayer before God that saved the nation…
-- Eugene Peterson once said this about prayer…

  Prayer is political action. Prayer is social energy. Prayer is public good. Far more of our nation's life is shaped by prayer than is formed by legislation. That we have not collapsed into anarchy is due more to prayer than to the police.   Prayer is a sustained and intricate act of patriotism in the largest sense of that word--far more precise, loving, and preserving than any patriotism served up in slogans. 
 That society continues to be livable and that hope continues to be resurgent are attributable to prayer far more than to business prosperity or a flourishing of the arts. The single most important action contributing to whatever health and strength there is in our land is prayer. 
  A woman shares that for the opening exercises of their Church’s Vacation Bible School, they ask for volunteers to pray. One morning, a first grader enthusiastically waved his hand. Running to the front, he took a big breath as everyone bowed their heads and closed their eyes, quietly waiting before his voice boomed through the microphone: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all.”
 We may smile at this but what a patriotic prayer!

One nation under God is what each and all of us as Christians should be praying for each and every day.
 We, the Church, need to be interceding before the throne of God for our nation, Asking God to forgive our grievous sins and turn our hearts back to Him.
 We need to be praying for our leadership that God would direct their ways and that they would pass legislation that is first and foremost godly in nature.
 We need to be praying that our leaders that are not Christian or living Christ-like lives that God would open their hearts to the truth of the Gospel of Christ and change them from the inside out.
We need to be praying that true justice is once again administered within our courts and righteous and just decisions are handed down and that righteousness and justice be founded in the absolute standard of Gods moral law.
We need to be praying that as a nation that we come back to a foundation of truth where the words contained within our pledge of allegiance and the words stamped upon our monies are no longer a lie.
 Pray that we once again become one nation under God and as a nation that it is In God we Trust!
 Prayer is the most important thing that we can do but it is not the only thing that we can do.
Again, God has blessed us to be a self-governing nation. A nation that is of the people, by the people and for the people.
 In our form of democracy we choose the men and women that represent us in the affairs of government.
 If we have leaders that represent us badly or don’t represent us at all then we are the ones to blame because we put them in those positions!
And I really believe that God will hold each of us accountable for how faithful we have been in the privilege we have been given in America for the blessing of being a self-governing nation.
  The privilege of choosing our own leaders who will  represent us in the affairs of government.
Church, voting in America is a God given right!

God has blessed us with this great privilege and responsibility!

 A Christian patriot need to be an issue oriented voter.
 We need to vote the issues. How a person running for office stands on issues that are of the highest importance! Moral issues.
A person running for office may have a lot of good social ideas and plans but if they don’t stand for life and godly morality then all of their good ideas will not do us or our nation any good.
Jesus says in:
Matthew 16:26 (NIV) 26What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? 

 This is just as true for a nation as it is for an individual--26What good will it be for a (nation) if (it) gains the whole world, yet forfeits (its) soul? 
If you have a man who says he has a plan to save social security, lower your taxes, give you free health care, and really make you prosperous and yet he is for continuing legalized abortion and giving civil rights to sexual perversion how are you going to cast your vote?
 What is it that is going to be most important to you? The things that may make life more comfortable for you or the basic right to life of our unborn children and striving to maintain family values?
 What do you suppose would be the most important issues to God?
 As Christians we need to always vote our conscious and not just our pocketbook if we are to remain faithful to our responsibility and calling as a Christian.
If we affiliate with a particular political party we need to know what that party stands for..
 See what their platform says.

 Every political party has a platform made up of planks.

 Planks are the party’s statement of beliefs about individual issues. The platform is the combination of all those planks.

If we affiliate with a particular political party we need to know what they believe! What they stand for!

Find out what their platform really is.

 We may be appalled at what we have found ourselves supporting…
Psalms 127:1 (NIV) 1    Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.
We need the Lord to be building our house and watching over our cities, our homes and our lives.
Being a Christian patriot will accomplish just that.
 As we place Christ first in our lives it will make us stronger men and women. 
As we place Christ first in our homes it will make our homes stronger and more reflective of Christ.
 As we place Christ first in our nation it will make our nation stronger and more reflective of Christ.
And as we place Christ first in our nation we will make a better impact for God within our world as we become more reflective of Christ as a nation.
The restoration of America to its former greatness I really believe falls upon you and I as the Church of Christ.

Carmen “America Again”
 Church, America’s dead and dying hand in on the threshold of the Church! 
 We hold the hope of our nation’s future in our hands. For our nation’s only sure hope is Jesus!
How is it that you and I will respond?
Will we rise up as the Christian Patriots that God has called us to be and be a reflection of Christ to our nation in all areas of our lives?
Are greatest need is that we need God in America again….
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson
Samuel Adams, First Chief Justice John Jay
Names synonymous with the spirit of our country
Founding fathers of the U.S.A.

Over 200 years ago they shook off the chains of tyranny from Great Britain By divine call
Citing 27 biblical violations they wrote the Declaration of Independence
With liberty and justice for all

But something happened since Jefferson called the Bible the cornerstone
For American liberty then put it in our schools as a light
Or since "Give me liberty or give me death", Patrick Henry said
Our country was founded on the Gospel of Jesus Christ

We eliminated God from the equation of American life
Thus eliminating the reason this nation first began
From beyond the grave I hear the voices of our founding fathers plead
You need God in America again

Of the 55 men who formed the Constitution
Fifty-two were active members of their church
Founding fathers like Noah Webster who wrote the first dictionary
Could literally quote the Bible chapter and verse

James Madison said, "We've staked our future on our ability to fallow
The Ten Commandments with all our heart"
These men believed you couldn't even call yourself an American
If you subvert the Word of God

In his farewell address, Washington said, "You can't have
National morality apart from religious principle," and it's true
'Cause right now we have nearly 150,000 kids carrying guns
To these war zones we call public schools

In the '40's and '50's student problems were chewing gum and talking
In the '90's, rape and murder are the trend
The only way this nation can even hope to last this decade
Is to put God in America again

The only hope for America is Jesus
The only hope for America is him
If we repent of our ways stand firm and say
We need God in America again

Abe Lincoln said, "The philosophy of the schoolroom in one generation
Will be the philosophy of the government of the next"
So when you eliminate the Word of God from the classroom and politics
You eliminate the nation that Word protects
America is now number one in teen pregnancy and violent crime
Number one in illiteracy, drug use and divorce
Every day a new holocaust of 5,000 unborn die
While pornography flood our streets like open sewers

America's dead and dying hand is on the threshold of the Church
While the spirit of Sodom and Gomorrah vex us all
When it gets to the point where people would rather come out of the closet than clean it
It's the sign that the judgement of God is gonna fall

If there's ever been a time to rise up Church, it's now
And as the blood bought saints of the living God proclaim
That it's time to send the alarm from the Church house to The White House
And say, "We want God in America again"

I believe it's time America to stand up and proclaim
That one nation under God is our demand
And send this evil lifestyle back to Satan where it came from
And let the Word of God revive our dying land

For Jesus Christ is coming back again in all His glory
And every eye shall see Him on that day
That's why a new anointing of God's power's coming on us 
To boldly tell the world you must be saved

Because astrology won't save you, your horoscope won't save you
The Bible says these things are all farce
If you're born again you don't need to look to the stars for your answers
'Cause you can look to the very One who made those stars

History tells us time and time again
To live like there's no God makes you a fool
If you want to see kids live right
Stop handing out condoms and start handing out the Word of God in schools

The only hope for America is Jesus
The only hope for America is him
If we repent of our ways stand firm and say
We need God in America again
(repeat)

We need God in America
God in America
God in America again


