Jesus is coming
Luke 21:25-36
This season of Advent is a time when we can especially focus on the second coming of Jesus Christ as well as look back to His first coming, which we celebrate at Christmas.  At His first coming, Jesus came as Saviour.  At His second coming, Jesus will come as judge.  The second personal coming of our Lord shall be as different as possible from the first.  This is a point we need to bear in mind during this season.  Yet it is too simple to suggest that the four Sundays before Christmas are the only time we can look forward to His second coming, as well as be thankful for His coming in the first place.  Realistically, every day of the year should be about Advent.  We look back, we look forward; and in the present, we live a life for Jesus because of our faith and love for Him.
Sometimes we are absent minded, and so it is good to have a reminder.  A diary is always a good starting place, so long as you remember to check out the appointments for the day before they take place.  A diary becomes a useless tool if we only use it to check on what we should have done yesterday.  Some people tie a string around their finger to remind them of a task, while others place a rubber band on their wrist to sting them to action.  Of course, in our modern technological age our mobile phone or computer will emit a noise to keep us on track.  Whatever way you view the season of Advent, I hope you will use it as a reminder to focus on Jesus.
The Bible tells us that Jesus is coming.  Both the Old and New testaments talk about this tremendous truth.  How do you feel about the return of Jesus Christ?  Are you ready for His return?  If so, what provisions have you made.  Do you think He is slow in keeping His promise?  Do you believe He will ever come back?  Do you have a sense of peace, or fear, when you think about the return of Jesus?  The answers to any of these questions all depend on your relationship with Jesus.  In today’s Bible reading, Jesus Himself addresses some of these issues.  I am going to break this reading up into three sections, but keep in mind the focus is on the return of Jesus Christ.  The promised return of Jesus Christ is of vital importance.  This is what Jesus is on about.  If we choose to focus on the signs and behaviours of people, then we run the risk of taking our eyes off Jesus.
Christians and non-Christians alike have made predictions of when the end of the world will take place.  So far, every one of them who has said the world will end before December 5th, 2010 has been wrong.  Does it surprise you that no one has predicted correctly, when this world will end?  On the other hand, do you believe what Jesus has to say on this subject?  I, for one, prefer to trust Jesus on these matters.  Why trust another human being when I can trust in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  This is what Jesus says about this subject.
“No-one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”

In Luke chapter twenty-one and verses twenty-five to twenty-eight, we read about the last signs in the universe that signal Jesus’ glorious return.  I believe Jesus warns us of the signs that will signal His second coming so we are prepared for when He actually returns.  Instead of being distracted by the signs, we can know with one hundred percent certainty Jesus Christ is coming back!
I feel sure if Jesus had wanted us to know what these signs would specifically be, He would have told us.  Rather than waste time on speculating what they may or may not be, just look to Jesus and believe He is coming again.
Jesus talks about apocalyptic events.  Although we do not know specifically what events, according to one commentator, Leon Morris, we can know they relate to a sudden and violent change and the emergence of a new order.  Is it any wonder men will faint from terror and fear events taking place in the universe.  At a particular moment during this time, Jesus Christ will come in a cloud with power and great glory.  Let us acknowledge every person in the world will see Jesus – whether they believe in Him or not.
The unbelievers who preferred to trust in the ways of the world will suddenly realise there is One far greater than anything this world has to offer.  Unbelievers are unprepared to meet Jesus.  Moreover, it is not just the unbelievers, but also those who claim to be a believer but who have never put their trust in Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord.  These, also, are unprepared to meet Jesus when He comes as judge.  Only you know whom you trust for your salvation and eternity.
We live in an age where we are more aware of what is taking place throughout the world.  Images and audio reports beam directly in to our homes in the blink of an eye.  We see the natural disasters that occur, as well as the destructive behavioural patterns of humankind.  Are they on the increase, or is it that we are more aware of them?  Over the last two thousand years, there have been wars, famines, earthquakes and the list is ongoing. In fact, even before Jesus came the first time these things all took place.  So why should we pay any more attention to these signs now than before?  The only answer I can give is each day past is a day closer to the return of Jesus Christ.  Take note of what occurs in our world, but keep your focus firmly fixed on Jesus.
How should the true believer respond when apocalyptic events occur prior to the return of Jesus in all His power and glory?  The true believer’s response is in stark contrast to the unbeliever’s response.  We are to stand up and lift up our heads.  When the perplexing signs take place, Jesus’ followers must not be downcast or fearful.  The only reason we can do this is Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit.  We know whose we are and where we are going.  We look forward to this moment and we have a boldness and courage to focus fully on Jesus.  Whatever else takes place pales into insignificance when Jesus is our all in all.  Our redemption is drawing near.  There is a sense in which redemption has been finally accomplished on the cross; but the unfolding of its full implications is still future and it is this of which Jesus speaks.
Fainting or standing…how will Jesus find us in when He returns?

Next, in Luke chapter twenty-one and verses twenty-nine to thirty-three, Jesus tells his Parable of the Fig Tree to teach his disciples that when they see all these preceding signs taking place, they will know His coming is at hand.  Even in the midst of some heavy-duty teaching, Jesus finds time to use a parable.  Jesus mentions the fig tree specifically, but He also mentions all trees.  The appearing of leaves on a tree is a sure sign summer is just around the corner.  I feel sure all of us can relate to this parable.  We have all seen trees sprouting leaves.  The point Jesus wants to make is just as sprouting leaves indicate summer is near, so too do the signs Jesus has mentioned indicate His return is close.
If you have doubts about Jesus keeping His promise, then these words should encourage you.
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.”

Jesus’ words are eternal, unlike this universe.  This universe has a use-by date.  Hollywood blockbusters love to attempt to portray just how the world will end.  Strangely, they do not include Jesus.  Is it any wonder many people in this world live in fear of what might happen in the future?  This is why it is vital believers stand up for Jesus and proclaim His truth.  He has given us the message.  He has given us a voice to speak.  He has given us the Holy Spirit.  If the world is not hearing the message of the first and second coming of Jesus, it is because followers of Jesus are not sharing it with other people.

Finally, in chapter twenty-one and verses thirty-four to thirty-six, Jesus teaches his disciples not to be weighed down with worldly dissipation, drunkenness and anxieties of life, but to remain watchful for his coming in judgment.
The first part of our Bible reading related to unbelievers and believers.  The last part is only for the believers or followers of Jesus.  It contains words of warning for all believers, and we would do well to sit up and take notice.

I dare say most of us would not purposefully focus on Jesus’ return each day.  Consequently, life goes on from one day to another.  We can so easily be lulled into a false sense of security.  We might even begin to live a life that is pleasing to us, but breaks God’s heart.  Instead of looking to Jesus, the world has grabbed our attention.  Jesus is pushed aside while the ways of the world direct our life.  This is why it is important to remember the promise that Jesus is coming again, and live a life in accordance with this truth.
Jesus’ followers must live in the light of these exciting events to come and not give way to the temptation to imitate people of the world.  Dissipation, or abuse of our God-given responsibilities, and drunkenness are sins that are quite out of character for the Christian.  Yet as J. C. Ryle puts it, “There is no sin so great but a great saint may fall into it: there is no saint so great but he may fall into a great sin.”

Jesus also includes anxiety of life alongside the more noticeable sins of dissipation and drunkenness.  It is just as well Jesus did, for some Christians can be quite pharisaic in their outlook on life.  Consequently, they would not see anxiety of life as too much of a problem.  However, Jesus warns of this, too.  Because Jesus considers it important enough to mention, we would do well to listen.  The anxiety of life, or cares of this life, is often hidden away from public view.  Yet we know they are there, no matter how hard we try to conceal them.  Dissipation, drunkenness and anxiety of life can cause people to be unprepared for the return of Jesus.  If you have moved away from Jesus or are simply fence sitting, stop what you are doing and get back with Jesus.  Give Him your all.
I sense Jesus is concerned His followers may lose focus over time.  It is time to focus our spiritual eyes on Jesus.  Listen to these words and take them to heart so you can look for His return.

Jesus said, “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”

Watch and pray.  These two words demand our attention.  “Watch!” does not mean to stand around looking for signs.  It means, “Be awake! Be alert!  Do not get caught unprepared!”  The only way to watch is to stand up and have eyes to the front.  Take our eyes off Jesus and we will soon follow the way of the world.  Not only are we to watch, we are to pray as well.  Indeed, we must constantly watch and pray while we await the return of Jesus and so we can resist the temptations around us.  So let me encourage each of us to watch and pray.  Do not give up hope, imagining Jesus will not return.  Instead, be ready for His return.

This final verse refers primarily to believers standing before the Lord at the judgment when He returns to earth to establish His kingdom.  As we know from Matthew’s gospel, the sheep will enter into the kingdom while the goats will be cast out.  While some of God’s people will die during the Tribulation judgments and persecutions, some will “escape” and see Jesus Christ when He returns in glory.

If believers during that difficult age will be tempted to yield to the world and the flesh, Christians in this present age of comfort and affluence must face even greater dangers.  We today do not know when our Lord will return and it challenges us to be faithful and to be ready.  Simply put, watch and pray.

In finishing, let me share a true story with you.  Have you ever waited for someone to come to dinner?  By this, I mean when you have issued an invitation and are expecting friends to arrive at a certain time.  Sarah and I had an interesting experience one time when our guests failed to turn up at dinnertime.  Sarah had gone to great lengths to produce a wondrous meal for five and it seemed as if there would be a lot of food left over with only three taking part in the meal.  With minutes remaining before the food was served, I called up our friends, fully expecting them not to answer their home phone.  No doubt, they would be in transit.  You can imagine my shock when they answered the phone.  Evidently, they must have been delayed for whatever reason.  However, when my friend seemed genuinely surprised at hearing my voice, I soon realised they had completely forgotten about coming to our place for dinner.  They made it for dessert, with much apologising, and we enjoyed left over mains for the next couple of days.

In situations like this, it is easy to become impatient.  We have an eye on the clock, the other on the food and an ear listening for a knock at the door.
When it comes to the return of Jesus Christ, it is easy to become impatient.  We are tired of living in this world and we long to be with Him in heaven.  Yet when is He coming?  Indeed, will He come back?  We so easily fall into the trap of following the ways of the world and the return of Jesus is the furthest thing on our mind.  As we look back over the last two thousand years since He first came, there have been numerous times when Jesus could have easily returned in fulfilment of some of the prophecies.  Yet this was not the Father’s plan.  Jesus will come back at exactly the right moment: not a second late, or early.  Do not be impatient, just continue to watch and pray.
I asked this question earlier on, and I am going to ask it again as we finish.  Are you ready?
