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TITLE: The State of Our Union

TEXT: Isa. 57:15; 1 Co. 6:19-20; 2 Co. 10:5;
Ps.139:23-24; 1 Co. 12:12 Mt. 12:34-35 & 

Mt. 5: 21-22, 27-28, 43-45
INTRODUCTION: This past Tuesday night the President gave his State of the Union address to congress and the nation.
 Does anyone here actually watch State of the Union addresses?
 I do on occasion and watched part of the one this past Tuesday night.

 In most all State of the Union addresses the one making them will at some point make a statement to the effect of: My fellow Americans, the State of our union is strong.

 Let me get this straight—unprecedented high joblessness, stagnant growth in the economic sector, 

Very high gas prices, the medium income for middle class families has decreased by $4000.00 annually over the last 5 years, America has lost international respect, terrorism is still a great threat at home and abroad, not to mention the rampant use of drugs in America and states starting to legalize marijuana, the proliferation of pornography on the interest, same sex marriage, the continuing holocaust of abortion. Yet the state of our union is strong?
I would hate to see what things would be like if the state of our union was less that strong!

 I wish we would go back to the way Thomas Jefferson handled State of the Union addresses when he was president that continued all the way up to Woodrow Wilson.

 He would write it all down in a letter and then send it over to the Congress.

 He believed that all the pomp and pageantry that went along with the President going into Congress to deliver this message himself was too much like the king going before parliament…And he wanted nothing to do with that.

  I do not believe that any president who gives a State of the Union address actually tells the whole truth about the real state of our Union…
 I mean what are they going to stand up there and say? My fellow Americans, the State of our Union really sucks?

 Even so this morning I want to talk about the State of our Union. How is the state of our union with Christ?

 Obviously this has to be a question that we internalize—what is the state of my union with Christ.
Isaiah 57:15(NIV) 
15    For this is what the high and lofty One says—      he who lives forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.
  As I was reading a devotional this past week by A.W. Tozer I read a devotion entitled: Personal Life: Your Thoughts a Sanctuary 

 Tozer had this to say:
 “I have been thinking recently about how important my thoughts are. I don't have to do wrong to get under blistering conviction and repent. I can lose the fellowship of God and sense of His presence and a sense of spirituality by just thinking wrong. God has been saying to me, "I dwell in your thoughts. Make your thoughts a sanctuary in which I can dwell. See to it." 
  You can't do anything with your heart—that is too deep—but you can control your thoughts....

Your theology is your foundation. The superstructure is your spiritual experience built on that foundation.  But the high bell towers where the Church bells are—those are your thoughts. And if you keep those thoughts pure the chimes can be heard ringing out "Holy, Holy, Holy" on the morning air.

  Make your thoughts a sanctuary God can inhabit, and don't let any of the rest of your life dishonor God.   See to it that not a foot of ground is unholy. See to it that every hour and every place is given over to God, and you will worship Him and He will accept it.”
1 Corinthians 6:19-20(NIV) 
19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;  
20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.
19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit…
The Greek word for Temple used here is:

nah-os' 
 (to dwell); a fane, shrine, temple:—
A closely related Greek word is:

hee-er-on' 
 a sacred place, that is, the entire precincts (whereas nah-os' denotes the central sanctuary itself) of the Temple (at Jerusalem or elsewhere). 

 What this is telling us is that our physical body is to be a temple, a shrine to God.

 The temple in biblical theology was a place that reflects the presence, the holiness and the glory of God.

 So our lives as a Christian should also reflect the holiness and glory of God.

 We will never be able to do that unless we manage to make our very thoughts a seat of holiness.
Again Tozer said:
Your theology is your foundation. The superstructure is your spiritual experience built on that foundation. But the high bell towers where the Church bells are—those are your thoughts. And if you keep those thoughts pure the chimes can be heard ringing out "Holy, Holy, Holy" on the morning air.

Make your thoughts a sanctuary God can inhabit, and don't let any of the rest of your life dishonor God. See to it that not a foot of ground is unholy. See to it that every hour and every place is given over to God, and you will worship Him and He will accept it.
Make your thoughts a sanctuary God can inhabit!
The Hebrew word for sanctuary is:

ko'-desh  a sacred place or thing;:—consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing), saint, sanctuary.
 Just how can we ensure that our thoughts are a sanctuary that God can inhabit?

2 Corinthians 10:5(NIV)  5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 
 To make our thoughts a sanctuary for God to dwell will often require us to take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 
 Notice that there are two action verbs used here?
 We are to take and we are to make!

 Take a thought captive and then make it obedient….

The Greek for obedient is:

hoop-ak-o-ay' attentive hearkening, that is, (by implication) compliance or submission: (make) obedient, obey.

 How many of you this morning believe it is even possible to make your thoughts obedient to Christ?
 It can be and often is very, very difficult but we can actually do it!

 But it is a two step process…

 First we need to take our thoughts captive.

How do we do that?

 When we have a thought that enters our mind that is not a good thought, possibly a lustful thought or a hateful thought or a covetous, envious or malicious thought we are to take that thought captive and we do that by isolating that thought in our mind.

 Recognize it as potentially harmful and force ourselves to stop thinking about it.

 Once we do that we have taken the thought captive and then we are to make it obedient to Christ….

 How can we do that?  I believe there are many ways that it can be done.

 One way is to instantly replace it with another thought, a more wholesome or holy thought.

 Try reciting a scripture or singing a hymn or chorus or just start praying for God to remove it from your mind.

 Ask God to show you what may be in your heart that might need to be dealt with and removed so those type of thoughts will not return.
King David said it this way in:
Psalms 139:23-24(NIV) 
23  Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
When a wound in a soldier’s foot refused to heal, the surgeon examined it very carefully, and manipulated every part. Each bone was there and in its place; there was no apparent cause for the inflammation, but yet the wound refused to heal. The surgeon probed and probed again, until his lancet came into contact with a hard foreign substance. “Here it is,” he said, “a bullet lodged here. This must come out, or the wound will never close.”
 Thus some concealed sin may lay hidden in the life of a believer causing a constant irritation to the soul that manifest itself in our thoughts.
  May the Lord search us and try us, and see if there be any offensive way in us and lead us in the way everlasting.
  Our bodies are very interconnected physically. One part relying and dependant on the other for optimum performance.

 
1 Corinthians 12:12(NIV) 
12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  

 We know the truth of this whenever we have a problem with a specific body part.
 If I break my arm my arm hurts but it also affects the rest of my body as well. If I am in a cast and sling after a while my neck and shoulders start to ace from having to carry around the cast and sling.

 Our hearts and minds are very spiritually connected as well….

That is why Jesus once said: 
Matthew 12:34-36(NIV) 
34-- For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  
35The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.  
 You see, whatever is in our heart will be processed in our mind and come out our mouth…

 If we find that we have to continually take our thoughts captive to make them obedient to Christ than we most likely have a problem within our heart that makes itself known in our thoughts.

 They talk a lot today about preventative health care. In other words don’t wait until you get sick and then have to treat the illness but strive to do what is necessary to not become sick in the first place.

 This is good advice for us spiritually as well…

 Don’t wait until our mind starts to produce bad thoughts but do what is necessary to cleanse our minds from them in the first place…

 Daily we need to be asking God to search our hearts to see if there is any offensive way within us that may manifest itself in the thoughts that we think.

 One time when I was working for Dahls Food I was having a problem with one of the guys I worked with.
  We both had the same position in low end management at the time as floor managers.

  We were both waiting in line for the next promotion up the proverbial ladder of management.

 That really didn’t have anything to do with why I didn’t like the guy though. 

 He was just one of those guys that would often take credit for things he didn’t do as if he was the one that did them.

  Once I overheard him speaking to the Store manager about a problem the night before that this man said that he fixed.  Problem was he didn’t know what to do and I was the one who fixed the problem that he was taking credit for.
  I could have gone up and called him on it in front of the store manager but I didn’t—I just let it go. But I will have to say that the thoughts that I was having were not good ones.

 When I left work that day after my shift was over and on my 40 minute ride home my thoughts went back to what this man had done and I was making myself angry.

  Then I felt the Lord impress upon me to start praying for this man.

 YOU HAVE TO BE KIDDING LORD?

 (Can anyone pick out the error in what I just said?)

What does the word Lord mean? 

kurios
1) he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power over; master, lord, the possessor and disposer of a thing
1a1) the owner; one who has control of the person, the master
When I said YOU HAVE TO BE KIDDING LORD, questioning what I felt the Lord telling me to do, I was not allowing Jesus Lordship.
 When I used the word Lord I was misusing it because, in that instant, I was not allowing Him that position in my heart.

  But now I was feeling conviction for the ill thoughts that I was having about this man so I started to pray for him.

 I will have to admit at first it was not a very sincere prayer but as I kept it up it really did become sincere prayer for this man and his family s salvation.

 And guess what happened? I no longer had those ill thoughts about this man plague my mind.

And I learned an important lesson in how to take a thought captive and then make it obedient to Christ.

 Strive to allow Jesus Lordship, supremacy of even the thoughts that come into our mind.

 Sometimes when a “not good” thought enters my mind I may sing a hymn or chorus to displace that thought….

 Before we ever commit any sin or act of disobedience it first is processed in our mind, our thoughts.

 If someone commits adultery they think about it before they actually do it!

 I think the same can be said for most every sin we commit.


Matthew 5:21-22(NIV) 
21“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’  
22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. (ouch!) 

Matthew 5:27-28(NIV) 
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’£  
28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

 Matthew 5:43-45(NIV) 
43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  
44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  
45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. 
What is Jesus telling us here?

 That in order to fight against our own sin we need to deal with it at its source!  In our heart, our mind!

 Because before any sin is manifest outside the body it is first contemplated in our heart and mind.

 And to successfully deal with sin we must deal with it at its source…

 So Gods Word says we need to take every thought captive and then make it obedient to Christ!

 Place even our thoughts into subjection to the Lordship of Christ Jesus…

What is the state of your union this morning?

The state of your union with Christ?

Have you made even your thoughts a sanctuary fit for God to dwell? Have you allowed Jesus Lordship over your mind and your thoughts?
Prayer by unknown author:
"May my thoughts be a sanctuary this morning, Father, where You can dwell comfortably. Amen."
Are we making our thoughts a sanctuary where God can comfortably dwell?
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