II. THE CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS
   A. IN THE BIBLE...
      1. There is no reference to Christians celebrating the birth of

         Jesus as an annual observance.....(at least I have not read of any !!)
      2. The only event of Jesus' life that was celebrated regularly was

         His death, done weekly in the observance of the Lord's Supper because the 

         Lord Himself gave the commandment to do so! This do in rememberance of 

         me!!!
Ac 20:7... 7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.
1Co 11:20-34.... 20 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? what shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not.23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto condemnation. And the rest will I set in order when I come.
      3. Paul expressed concern about observing days, months, and years...and I can understand his concern.....too many traditions had crept up in the church and it was still growing up !!!!!
Ga 4:9-10... 9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years
I believe that The Bible does not support the idea of an annual celebration of

         the birth of Jesus

Let look at this from a perspective in history......again bear in mind you nor I were there and many of us depend on what we hear, what we read what we check out that others have written  and especially in today's technological world we tend to swallow much of what we find on the internet, and even that we must be careful of what we take in and in turn speak or give out to others!!!  Sometimes what we think sounds right ...may not be in line with the Bible!!!

 B. IN HISTORY...
      1. The identification of the birth date of Jesus did not at first

         inspire feasting or celebration - ...."Christmas"

         a. Tertullian does not mention it as a major feast day.  
         b. In 245 A.D, Origen (another famous Christian writer) denounced the idea 
             of celebrating Jesus' birthday !
         c. The earliest reference to Christmas is in a calendar in 354

            A.D.

         d. Soon after it was introduced to Constantinople (FORMERLY KNOWN AS 

              "INSTANBUL"...(379) AD,

            Antioch (380 AD ), Alexandria (430 AD)
WHAT ABOUT HISTORY AMONG.....the
      2. .....Protestant churches, especially in the US ? 
         a. During the Reformation, Protestants condemned Christmas as

            "trappings of popery" (Christmas literally means "the Mass

            of Christ", or "mass on Christ's day")

         b. England's Puritan rulers banned it in 1647, it was

            reinstated in 1660....
         c. Puritans of New England disapproved of Christmas, it was

            outlawed from 1659 to 1681

         d. Christmas fell out of favor in the US after the American

            Revolution, as it was considered an English custom

         e. Interest in Christmas in America was revived through novels

            by Washington Irvin and by immigrants from Europe bringing in
            their customs with them and settling in America..
         f. Christmas was declared a U.S. federal holiday  was in 1870 !
      -- The annual observance of the birth of Christ has been adopted

         only after great controversy among both Catholic and Protestant

         churches

[So we STILL don't know when Jesus was born, and we do know that an annual

observance of His birth did not begin for hundreds of years after the

church began.
THIS BRINGS ABOUT THE QUESTION...What about us today...?
III. SHOULD CHRISTMAS BE A WORK OF THE CHURCH?

Lets look at the bible as our word of authority....
   A. PAUL GAVE WARNINGS ESPECIALLLY REGARDING FEAST DAYS...
      1. He expressed his concern for the churches in Galatia - 
Galatians 4:8-11.... 8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods.9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.
         a. Not that their practice was wrong per se , but he was just highly
            concerned about the church and their practice and observances.
         b. From the context, his concern pertained to "why" they were

            doing these things. " I am afraid of you" Paul's concern was that

      what they were practicing would spread like wild fire to 

      other established young churches throughout the region!
            AS IN ...BAD THINGS SPREAD OUT QUICKLY!
        Paul's other concern was that .....
            1) If they believed it was necessary in order to be saved, then

               Paul's labor among them was in danger of being in vain.
            2) Because seeking justification through the Law, religious

               feast days, etc., causes one to fall from grace and

               become estranged from Christ! -
Ga 5:4  4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. (includes ..religious feasts days).
However on the other side of the mouth Paul admonished the colossians....

      2. Paul admonished the Colossians not to let anyone "judge" them

Col 2:16-17... 16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
The big problem here was that .......
         a. Some were seeking to bind the Law upon the Gentile believers.
           Ac 15:1,5.... 15 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.3 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren.4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.
 b. Gentile Christians were told not to let any one judge or
            (condemn) them, for salvation is in Christ, not in the

            keeping of the religious feast days of the Law.
      3. Yet Paul himself was not averse to observing certain feast days

         apart from the church
         a. He did not hesitate to keep Jewish customs when expedient
1Co 9:19-20.. 19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law     
            1) He had Timothy circumcised - 
Ac 16:1-3... 16 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:2 Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium.3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek
            2) He took a vow -
Ac 18:1818 And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow.
            3) He sought to keep a Jewish feast in Jerusalem - 
Ac 18:19-21... 19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews.20 When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented not;21 But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus.
            4) He participated in purification ceremonies, which

               included animal sacrifices - 
Ac 21:17-26; 17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present.19 And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs.22 What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come.23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them;24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them......also......Num 6:13-20
         b. However, his teachings also made it very clear.......:
            1) It should be kept on an individual basis 

Ro 14:5-6.... 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.
            2) It should not be bound on others 

Ga 2:3-5   3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
            3) It had nothing to do with our justification in Christ

Ga 5:4-6.... 4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.
      -- Where Paul drew the line was in making such matters church

         doctrine or practice, in which people would be compelled to

         participate in them
   B. JESUS WARNED OF THE DANGER OF HUMAN TRADITIONS...
      1. He rebuked the scribes Pharisees for their use of traditions

Mk 7:1-137 Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem.2 And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault.3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders.4 And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.
         a. They made their traditions necessary for all to observe -
 Mk 7:7... 7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
         b. In keeping their traditions, they laid aside the commands of

            God - 
Mk 7:8-9.... 8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.
      2. Traditions of men are wrong when they:

         a. Become matters of doctrine or required practice, bound upon

            all especially in the church.!!!
         b. Displace the commands of God by the very keeping of the

            traditions

      -- Feast days are therefore like traditions; in certain situations

         they can be matters of expediency, but they can become a

         stumbling block to others!

   C. MAKING APPLICATION IN REGARDS TO CHRISTMAS...
      1. The Bible is silent regarding any observance of Christ's birth

         a. God and Jesus evidently did not deem it necessary for the

            church

         b. Any observance is based upon human tradition, not God's Word !!!
      2. As a human tradition, we must be very careful - cf. 
Mk 7:7-9... 7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.
         a. It cannot become a matter of doctrine, which is bound upon

            others

         b. It cannot displace the keeping of God's commandments (do

            those who come only on Easter believe that it renders the

            command in of none effect?)
He 10:25 .... 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
      3. An annual observance by the church is certainly unwise, if not

         wrong

         a. It intertwines human traditions with God's commands for His

            church

         b. It forces people to observe what is a human tradition

      4. On an individual basis, if one wishes to esteem one day above

         another:

         a. It is between him and the Lord - 
Ro 14:5-6... 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.
         b. Be careful not to condemn those who differ - 
Ro 14:4, 4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.
Ro 14:10-12 10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.
         c. Be sensitive to the convictions of others - 
Ro 14:13-1913 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.
      5. As for pagan elements that have become intertwined with the

         Christmas holiday...

         a. Perhaps this is best left on an individual basis

         b. My own understanding is that we are free in Christ to change

            what may have been a religious practice at one time for

            personal use as an expediency

            1) E.g., using circumcision for hygienic purposes

            2) E.g., exchanging gifts among friends and family

CONCLUSION
1. My view of Christmas is similar to how I view Thanksgiving...

   a. I know the idea of an annual observance is foreign to the

      Scriptures

   b. As Christians we should give thanks and celebrate Christ's birth

      year around

2. But seeking to "continue steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine" 
Ac 2:42)... 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
   a. The Lord's church should refrain from adding human traditions to

      its work and worship

   b. Even so, I am grateful that at least once a year people think

      about Jesus' birth

3. My prayer is that people will do more than think about His birth once

   a year...

   a. That we be thankful for His coming to this earth every day

   b. That we will submit to His rule and be citizens of His kingdom

      foretold long ago:

   For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the

   government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be

   called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,

   Prince of Peace.

   Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no

   end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order

   it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time

   forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will

   perform this.

                                                    - Isa 9:6-7
Unless we submit to the authority of Jesus Christ, His birth means

nothing to us.  Have you been born again of water and Spirit that you

might enter that wonderful kingdom of God? - cf. 
Jn 3:3-5  3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
