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TITLE: What’s in a Name

TEXT: Gen. 25:25-26 & 27:1-33 & 32:28; Acts 11:19-26;

2 Cor. 5:18-20; Ps. 69:6

INTRODUCTION: What is in a name? Some cultures place a significant amount of importance in the meaning behind a name.

Have you ever heard the saying “living up to the family name”?

As I was thinking about this and sitting at my computer I thought I would see if I could find out just what my surname, Kerr, meant…

Kerr is the Scottish form of the surname CARR, meaning "marsh, wet ground overgrown with brushwood." 

 Evidently my ancestors lived in a marshy area that was overgrown with brushwood. 

 The tough woodsy type—I can live with that!

My first name, Terry, means Gracious so I guess I am a gracious guy who lives in a marsh overgrown with brushwood!

So I looked up a couple more names…

Miller is usually an occupational surname referring to a person who owned or worked in a grain mill. ... The Miller surname also possibly be derived in some instances from the Gaelic words meillear, meaning "having large lips"; malair, or "merchant"; or maillor, a man wearing armor or a soldier.
Hackley, this is an English locational surname. It originates either from one of the places called Hockley in the counties of Essex, Warwickshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire, or from some now 'lost' medieval village possibly called 'Haca-leah' or similar. 
 This would have translated as the 'curved clearing in the forest', whilst Hockley derives from the Olde English pre 7th century 'hocga - leah' meaning the 'hog farm in the forest'. 

Fagen, this is an Irish medieval surname. It is said to be originally from West Cork, but it would seem that if this was so by the Middle ages the members were to be found mainly in Kilkenny and Tipperary. The Gaelic spelling is O' Faodhagain, and the translation:  the male descendant of the son of the hunter.

Billiter is an Anglo-Saxon name. The name was originally given to a person who was a bell-founder. It was originally derived for a person who was a maker of bells.
Scripture also places of lot of importance on a name..

 Many times God would instruct a parent what to name their child and that name would reflect that Childs character when they grew up.

Isaac and Rebecca had twin boys:

Genesis 25:25-26 ( NIV ) 25The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau.£  26After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.£ 

Esau comes from the Hebrew

ay-sawv'
in the sense of handling; rough (that is, sensibly felt)

Upon Birth Esau was so hairy that he could be sensibly felt.
Esau was so hairy a person that it became a defining mark of his life.
Jacob comes from the Hebrew

yah-ak-obe'

heel catcher (that is, sup-planter) Deceiver.

Keep in mind these names were given at birth.

Genesis 27:1-33 ( NIV ) 1When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he called for Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.” 

“Here I am,” he answered.
2Isaac said, “I am now an old man and don’t know the day of my death.  3Now then, get your weapons—your quiver and bow—and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for me.

  4Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die.”
5Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open country to hunt game and bring it back,  6Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau,  7‘Bring me some game and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the LORD before I die.’  8Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you:  9Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it.  10Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessing before he dies.”
11Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I’m a man with smooth skin.  12What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing.”
13His mother said to him, “My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me.”
14So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just the way his father liked it.  15Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob.  16She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins.  17Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made.
18He went to his father and said, “My father.”
“Yes, my son,” he answered. “Who is it?”
19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your blessing.”
20Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it so quickly, my son?”
“The LORD your God gave me success,” he replied.
21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or not.”
22Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”  23He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he blessed him.  

30After Isaac finished blessing him and Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence, his brother Esau came in from hunting.  31He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. Then he said to him, “My father, sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing.”
32His father Isaac asked him, “Who are you?”
“I am your son,” he answered, “your firstborn, Esau.”
33Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!”
36 ( NIV ) 36Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob£? He has deceived me these two times: He took my birthright, and now he’s taken my blessing!

 Both boys lived up to their names.. Esau the hairy one really had little choice in the matter, he was born hairy…Jacob proved to in fact be a deceiver. 

Later God changes Jacobs name from Jacob to Israel!

After having a wrestling match with the angel of the Lord we have this account.

Genesis 32:28 ( NIV ) 28Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,£ because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.”
The Hebrew for Israel is = yis-raw-ale'
 He will rule as God;  also (typically) of his posterity:—Israel.
 Most important with the name change come a change in character!

Jacob, Israel, became a very Godly and prosperous man.

Family names are still important today.

None of us want our family name to be disgraced.

Just think of it? What do you think of when you hear family names such as Hitler or Manson or Dahmer? 

What is the first thought that comes to mind? With me it is the atrocities that men with these names did!

By their acts of murder and wickedness they have forever tarnished their family names!

 I imagine they all have relatives, moms and dads and sisters and brothers that may be very decent people and, who may have very well, done some wonderful things, but the tarnish that the one brought upon their name will always be a cloud over the family name!

You do realize that all of us who have asked Jesus to be our Lord and Savior us here this morning share the same family name?

Believers who have been saved by the atoning blood of Jesus Christ have a spiritual family name!

We are called CHRISTIANS!

Once we come to Christ it is our most important surname! Terry Kerr-Christian, Perry Watson-Christian, June Murphy-Christian, Ben and Donna Neideigh-Christian, and on and on it goes….

Do you know the origin of our Christian surname?

 Acts 11:19-26 ( NIV ) 19Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews.  

20Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.  21The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 
22News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  23When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.
 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul,  26and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
In the New Testament, the name Christian was first given in Antioch by those who noted their behavior!

The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
Two things defined these early believers.

1. They talked about the good news of the Lord Jesus everywhere they went..

Men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.  21The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 
2, And the people eagerly learned the Scriptures as Barnabas and Saul taught them for a whole year.

So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people.

And because these people heard and responded to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and were taught the principles of Jesus and they started to manifest these principles in their own lives, the people around them saw the difference that it was making in their lives so they started to identify them with a name.

The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

khris-tee-an-os'
a Christian, that is, follower of Christ-

an adherent of Christ.

The word Christian literally means a Christ-like one, an adherent of Christ—one who sticks with Christ! Manifesting His character traits.
That is the identifying mark or trait of our Christian name! To be like Jesus! To live our life manifesting His Character! Living according to His standards!

Here is the fact of the matter—if we call ourselves Christian we are saying that we are a Christ-like one!

If you want to get a look at Jesus then take a look at me! There should be a family resemblance!

Maybe not in physical appearance but in character!

I don’t know anything about the Dahmer family.

 But let us just suppose that Jeffery Dahmer’s mom and Dad were outstanding people who did many great things within their community as their mom and dad had done before them.

Their family name is well known and associated with the good that they have done.

When you hear the name you may associate it with a hospital they built or the poor that they have fed or the street people they have provided shelters for.

Then along comes their son Jeffery who goes out and kills and cannibalizes 17 men and boys and gains not just national, but worldwide attention as an American serial killer.

What happens to the family name? All the good is pretty much washed out by this one family member gone bad.

For years to come, if not forever, the Dahmer name is tarnished.

The same is true for the family names of Nero, Hitler, Stalin, Manson and many others of the world’s mass murderers.

Now think about this from a Christian perspective.

As a Christian we bear the name of Christ!

That is our family name! 

Whatever we do will reflect upon the name that we bear!

Scripture tells us this very thing….

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 ( NIV ) 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.
The Greek word used here for ambassador is:

pres-byoo'-o
to be a senior, that is, (by implication) act as a representative—be an ambassador.

The dictionary defines ambassador as: 1 : an official envoy;  especially a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to a foreign government or sovereign as the resident representative of his own government or sovereign. 2 : an authorized representative or messenger.
An ambassador does not represent himself but represents the one that has sent him.

What an ambassador does, first and foremost, reflects not upon himself, but reflects upon the one who he represents.

As an ambassador of Christ everything that we do will reflect, first and foremost, on the one that we represent!

If a non-believer messes up or does something bad people just say that the guy messed up or did something bad and the shame that he bears, for the most part, he bears by himself or just those with his family name.

If a Believer on the other hand, a Christian messes up or does something bad, what is it that people will often say-- Especially non- believers?

They call themselves a “Christian” and they did that!

What has happened? Reproach and shame is brought to the name that we are an ambassador of!

Like it or not, fair or not, everything that we do as a Christian will reflect back upon the name of the one that we represent –Christ!

It will tarnish the family name-Christian!

As a Christian the question is not if we are an ambassador of Christ or not, because the moment we are saved we become one!
The question for us, as a Christian, is what kind of ambassador of Christ are we being?
King David understood the importance of being a good ambassador ….

Psalms 69:6 ( NIV ) 6    May those who hope in you 

not be disgraced because of me, O Lord, the LORD Almighty; may those who seek you not be put to shame because of me,   O God of Israel.

Here David covers two groups of people….

May those who hope in you, (Believers), not be disgraced because of me.
May those who seek you (Non-Believers who are seeking) not be put to shame because of me.
 Are you and I representing Jesus as we should? Are we doing nothing that will bring shame to or tarnish our family name?

Are we going out into our world boldly proclaiming the message of our Lord and living lives that bring honor and glory to Him and draw others to Him?

What is in a name? When the name is Christ -- everything!

Forgiveness of sins and Salvation is in that name and that name alone!  The possibility of Living righteous and productive lives is in that name and that name alone! Eternity with God is found in that name and that name alone! 

And it is a name that we bear!

How will we represent that name?

What kind of ambassador of Christ will we be?

As a Christian, one who bears the name of Christ, will you strive to do only that which protects, promotes and brings glory and honor to the family name!

For it is to this that we have been called…
