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TITLE: A New Gospel 
TEXT: 2 Co. 5:7; Pr. 14:12; Mt. 24:24; Col. 2:8-10; Ex. 34:14; 

Is. 64:6; Jn. 3:16; Ex. 20:3-6; Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ro. 10:9-10

INTRODUCTION:  We fallen humans generally make decisions by sight, and sight usually takes one of three forms:

1. We let our emotions be our guide. In other words we do pretty much what we want to do, and let our pride and feelings rule.

2.  We take a commonsense approach, evaluating the pros and cons and the risk involved in each course of action.

3. We seek supernatural guidance—but often in pagan ways---by stars and horoscopes, mediums and spiritualist’s, and even the bestselling self-help gurus.

There are profound problems with each of these approaches.

The problem with the first is that we cannot always trust our feelings or our emotions can we?

Most of the bad things that happen in this world are when people let their feeling and emotions rule their life.
I am mad at you and I feel like smacking you in the face! If we let our feelings and emotions rule then we start a fight..
 I dare say that many wars have been started because of this approach to living life.

And then we have the second approach, the human wisdom-common sense approach to life.

 It is based on the best logic we can muster. We make lists of pros and cons; we evaluate the risk involved in each course of action and we determine the clearest, safest, most profitable direction. It is the best and most reliable path that human reasoning can offer---but it still is profoundly human and subject to much error.

 In essence, the commonsense approach is an intellectual way of “playing the odds” in life.

 It is not really that much different than a gambler at the race track who has thoroughly studied the horses and calculated the best candidates to win. 

   Life becomes a game of odds and best educated guesses.
No matter what you do it is still a gamble.
This also can be a very dangerous way to live when we consider that what we are ultimately gambling on in this life is whether we spend eternity in heaven or in hell.

Paul says this in:
2 Corinthians 5:7 ( NIV ) 7We live by faith, not by sight. 

Which leads us to the third approach to decision making that we sometimes take- Supernatural guidance..
 This can be the most rewarding but it can also be the most dangerous!

 It all depends on where we place our faith.
Just as it is possible to walk by faulty sight, it is possible to walk by faulty faith and still be wrong.
Living by faith rather than by sight is no guarantee for success in life.
 Faith can be misplaced.
Conceder, if you will, all of the Supernatural offerings our world lays before us: séances, mediums, horoscopes, channelers, spirit guides, physic’s, and many, many more..!

Most of these would be seen as laughable to most of us as believers. There is no way we would get involved in these things.

 But these kinds of things can also take very subtle forms…

 Go to any major bookstore and look through the self-help sections…Read through some of the excerpts from many of these so called self-help books.

 Some of it is human or even biblical wisdom dressed up as something new…But much of it has cultic connotations…

Proverbs 14:12 ( NIV ) 12    There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.

In talking about what things on earth would be like just before the end of the age and His return to earth Jesus tells us what to watch for…


Matthew 24:24 ( NIV ) 24For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible. 

Jesus here foretells of a time toward the end of the age when many false Christ’s and false prophets will appear and their deception will be so great that even true believers may be caught up in that deception if they are not careful..

It is because of this danger from false prophets that the Apostle Paul warns the Colossian believers in:

 Colossians 2:8-10 ( NIV ) 8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,  10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.  

8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

!

I believe we are seeing this happen in our world right now today!

Let me give you just one of many examples….

Possibly one of the most influential celebrities of our day is talk show host Oprah Winfrey.

 She has a loyal following of millions of viewers.

 She has now entered the realm of spiritual philosophy. She once endorsed a self-help guru by the name of “Marianne Williamson”  who has a book called “The Age of Miracles, Embracing the new midlife”.

Let me read the beginning of an article written back in 2008 about Ophah’s new found religion by a journalists named Warren Smith entitled; Oprah and Friends" to teach course on New Age Christ.

“”Oprah Winfrey will be letting out all the stops on her XM Satellite Radio program.  "Oprah & Friends" will offer a year-long course on the New Age teachings of A Course in Miracles. 
 By the end of the year, "Oprah & Friends" listeners will have completed all of the lessons laid out in the Course in Miracles Workbook. Those who finish the Course will have a wholly redefined spiritual mindset—a New Age worldview that includes the belief that there is no sin, no evil, no devil, and that God is "in" everyone and everything. 
  A Course in Miracles teaches its students to rethink everything they believe about God and life. The Course Workbook bluntly states: "This is a course in mind training" and is dedicated to "thought reversal." 
   A lesson a day throughout the year will completely cover the 365 lessons from the Course in Miracles "Workbook." 

Some examples from this Course in Miracles workbook:

 Lesson #29 asks you to go through your day affirming that "God is in everything I see."
 Lesson #61 tells each person to repeat the affirmation "I am the light of the world." 
 Lesson #70 teaches the student to say and believe "My salvation comes from me." 

Other things that are being taught by Oprah’s sponsored course in miracles are things such as:

  There is not just one way to God but many ways to God.

1. There is no sin. . . 

2. A slain Christ has no meaning

3. The journey to the cross should be the last useless journey

 4. Do not make the pathetic error of clinging to the old rugged cross

5. The name of Jesus Christ as such is but a symbol…It is a symbol that is falsely used as a replacement for the many names of all the gods to which you pray.

 6. God is in everything that I see
7. "The recognition of God is the recognition of yourself ."
8. "The oneness of the Creator and the creation is your wholeness, your sanity and your limitless power." 
9 "The Atonement is the final lesson he [man] need learn, for it teaches him that, never having sinned, he has no need of salvation." 

Wow! How did all of this get started?

A Course in Miracles is allegedly "new revelation" from "Jesus" to help humanity work through these troubled times. This "Jesus"—who bears no doctrinal resemblance to the Bible's Jesus Christ—began delivering his channeled teachings in 1965 to a Columbia University Professor of Medical Psychology by the name of Helen Schucman. 
One day Schucman heard an "inner voice" stating, "This is a course in miracles. Please take notes." 

  For seven years she diligently took spiritual dictation from this inner voice that described himself as "Jesus." 
 A Course in Miracles was quietly published in 1975 by the Foundation for Inner Peace. For many years "the Course" was an underground cult classic for New Age seekers who studied "the Course" individually, with friends, or in small study groups.

Now by Oprah’s endorsement it has gotten worldwide attention…

 Oprah has seemed to have bought into this hook line and sinker and is now using her public platform to try to indoctrinate millions of others into this hellish philosophy…

How did Oprah get to this place?

She says that one day when she was about 26 years old she was going to a Baptist Church in Chicago and she was listening to a sermon where the Pastor read a Scripture about God being a jealous God.

Such as in:

 Exodus 34:14 ( NIV ) 14Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.

Oprah says that she thought to herself at that time that if God is all perfect then how can He be jealous of me.
 And from this moment on she started to question all this stuff she had been taught about God and rejected most of it.

What Oprah didn’t get was that God is not Jealous of Oprah Winfrey but God is jealous for Oprah Winfrey—as He is jealous for each and every one of us!

God is not jealous of us! He is not jealous for what we have or what we can do for God says that even at our best all of our righteous acts are as filthy rags in His sight!

Isaiah 64:6 ( NIV ) 6    All of us have become like one who is unclean,  and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags!

God is not jealous of us He is jealous for us!

 He has created us specifically for relationship and fellowship with Himself!

It is not by coincidence or for mere analogy that God used the example of marriage in describing our relationship to Christ….

Just look at all the times in Scripture that we are associated with Jesus in the example of marriage…

As Believers we are said to be the bride of Christ!

 We one day look forward to the marriage supper of the Lamb when we will be united with Christ for eternity! 

God is not jealous of us-- He is jealous for us just as a husband is jealous for his wife or a wife is jealous for her husband….

 How many of you guys would be ok with your wife going out after work every day with the guys from the office? Going out to dinner with them or to a movie while you are home with the kids?

 How many of you wives would be ok with your husbands going out with the girls at work while you are home holding down the fort?

Would we be ok with that? NO! 

Why Not? 

Because in the relationship of marriage there is jealously! In marriage you belong to each other! The two have become one! In marriage we have entered a covenant relationship where all that is yours is now mine and all that is mine is yours! I am here for you and you are here for me! My heart is for you alone and your heart is for me alone! We made a vow before God! To love and to cherish, for better and for worse, in sickness and in health, till death do us part!

  Jealousy in this context is a good thing! A necessary thing! A Godlike attribute!

God is jealous for us because we have entered a covenant relationship with Him!

 If He wasn’t jealous for us then it would show that He doesn’t really love us!

Do you want to see just how jealous God is for you?

Then just go to John 3:16….

John 3:16 ( NIV ) 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,£ that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Just contemplate the cross? Picture Jesus as He is mocked, spit upon and beaten. Picture Him as He is lashed unmercifully with a cat of nine tails till there is no recognizable flesh left on his back.
 Picture Him as He is nailed to that cross as it is hoisted into the air. Picture Him as He has to constantly heave Himself up on the nails in his feet to expand his lungs so he can take a breath. Picture him slowly and painfully dying.
And He did it all for me and for you!

Why? Because He is that jealous for us! He would rather go through what he did then to loose us to our sin!

It was a jealous God that gave His life on that cross! In fact it was His jealously that drove Him there!

Oprah Winfrey may be the wealthiest woman on the planet but God is not jealous of anything that she has!

For whatever it is that she has God had it first and the only reason that she has what she does is because God has allowed it! He has loaned it to her!

God is not jealous of Oprah but he is very jealous for her!

And it breaks His heart as he sees her following another!....
Another teaching of Oprah & Friends Course in Miracles says that all paths lead to God.
 Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Mormons, Jehovah witnesses, even agnostics and atheists will all be ok!

For the real god is within yourself!

One thought that I have is in trying to appease all groups you really alienate all groups!

Do you really think that a Muslim will ever accept that their way is just one way of many!
Do you really think that a Buddhist will ever accept that their way is just one way of many!

Do you really think that a Hindu will ever accept that their way is just one way of many!
Do you really think that a Mormon or a Jehovah Witness or an atheist will ever accept that their way is just one way of many!

NO! Of course not! 

So this new age philosophy of Oprah in trying to appease all really ends up appeases none except the new age secular humanist who actually believe that they are gods!

I want to go to the first two commandments
Exodus 20:3-6 ( NIV ) 3“You shall have no other gods before£ me. 

4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.

  5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,  6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
“You shall have no other gods before  me. 

4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 

Whenever we start out with the statement: My God wouldn’t do this or that we are on very shaky ground..
 Especially if it goes contrary to Scripture.

Humans are good at making for ourselves idols of worship to bow down to. Many will make an idol of themselves…
Oprah and her co-horsts are correct is saying that their God would never send anyone to hell because their god does not exist anywhere other than in their own minds!

Oprah Winfrey is not the enemy! She is being deceived by the enemy and needs our prayers for God to make His truth known to her.

Helen Schucman is not the enemy but has been deceived by the enemy.

 The voice that she heard was not the voice of Jesus but a deceiving spirit spewing lies.

Jesus said this in:
John 14:6 ( NIV ) 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Allah cannot save you, Buddha cannot save you, and Mohammad can’t save you! You cannot save yourself!

Peter filled with the Holy Spirit makes this profound statement in speaking about Jesus…


Acts 4:12 ( NIV ) 12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Jesus is the way the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father unless they come through Him!

The way that we come to God through Christ is revealed to us in Romans 10:9….
 Romans 10:9-10 ( NIV )  9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 
To confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord…

Two words I want to look at in closing this morning… Confess and Lord..

Confess

hom-ol-og-eh'-o
to assent, that is, covenant, acknowledge; come into agreement with.

Lord

koo'-ree-os
From κῦρος kuros (supremacy); supreme in authority, that is, (as noun) controller; 

So what this is telling us is that in order for us to be saved, to escape Hell and embrace Heaven, we need to come into agreement with God about the Lordship of Jesus Christ…
We need to allow Jesus Supremacy in our life! Give Him control of our life!

That only happens one way and that is through surrender! Surrender of the control of our life to Him!

Have you truly surrendered control of your life to Jesus this morning?

The sure promise of God Word is that you will be saved!
There is only one name under Heaven given to men by which they must be saved and that name is Jesus!

Have you confessed His name as Lord?

Have you surrendered your life and your will to Him who is jealous for you?


