Is Water Baptism Essential for Salvation?

Yes, water baptism is essential for salvation. 

1 Peter 3: 21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience …. 
(Courtesy of nasb.scripturetext.com)
Belief is not enough by itself: Even the demons believe. 
James 2: 19
You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 

Belief must be accompanied by obedience to Christ: Believe and be baptized. 
In fact, the Bible uses belief and obey interchangeably:
· Hebrews 3: 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.
· John 3: 36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”
 Below are the 9 instances of conversion in Acts. 


1. Acts 2: 37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 “For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” 40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!” 41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

· Those people who heard Peter’s sermon already believed ( “they were pierced to the heart”) but THEY WERE NOT YET SAVED. So they weren’t told to believe. 
· They were told to repent and be baptized, which is what they were lacking. 
· They were to be baptized FOR the remission or taking away of sins, not because they were already saved; they weren’t saved until after being baptized. 

· The 3,000 were baptized “that day” which shows the urgency of baptism in order to be saved. 
· The Lord added those who were being saved to the church. 
2. Acts 8:9 Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing amagic in the city and astonishing the people of Samaria, bclaiming to be someone great; 

10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, “This man is what is called the Great Power of God.” 

11 And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts. 

12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 

13 Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed. 

· Even Simon the magician believed and was baptized along with other men and women. 
· They knew it was not magic but the message, the WORD of God.

· Philip was “preaching the good news about the kingdom of God” which is the church. The good news was that we can be saved from our sins by obedience to the gospel plan of salvation. 
3.   Acts 8: 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him [the Ethiopian eunuch]. 36 As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 37 [And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”] 38 And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing.

· The urgency of baptism. It is required to be saved; otherwise, the Ethiopian could have waited for another day, a more convenient place, etc…. 
· The baptism was of a person old enough to know right and wrong, not an infant or young child. 

· The baptism was an immersion, “they came up out of the water”. 

· The Ethiopian “went on his way rejoicing” because he OBEYED the command of Jesus to believe AND be baptized. Mark 16: 16  “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”
· If you do not believe, you will be condemned. Even demons believe; but they do not obey. James 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
· If you truly believe, you will obey Christ and be baptized for the remission of sins, just as these Bible examples show.  

4. Acts 9: 17  So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul [later called Paul], the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened.

Acts 22: 16 ‘Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.’

· Saul already believed because of the vision of Jesus he saw earlier Acts 9: 3 – 9.

· What he lacked was obedience to Jesus by being baptized.

· Saul was baptized right away; it is essential to salvation. 

· “Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.”

5. Acts 10: 1 Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people and prayed to God continually.... 30  Cornelius said, ……33.... Now then, we are all here present before God to hear all that you [Peter] have been commanded by the Lord.” …Peter said …. “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”……..47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
· Cornelius was a devout man but NOT SAVED until he was baptized. 

· Belief in Christ is a first step. It must be followed by obedience to Christ’s commands to believe AND be baptized. 

6. Acts 16: 14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household had been baptized,………

· Lydia, another devout person, believed but was not saved until baptized. 

· She and her household were baptized right away. Baptism is urgent. 

7. Acts 16: 22  The crowd rose up together against them [Paul and Silas], and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. 23 When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 26 and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!” 29 And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house. 33 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his household.
· The jailer and his household believed and were baptized “immediately”. 

8. Acts 18: 7  Then he [Paul] left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized.

· Crispus and his household believed and then obeyed Christ by being baptized. 

9. Acts 19:1 It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
· They heard, they believed and they were baptized. 
· The complete steps to becoming a Christian are:

1. Hear the Gospel message

2. Believe in God and His Son, Jesus the Christ 

3. Repent of your past sins
4. Confess that  Jesus the Christ is the Son of God, 

5. Be Baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit for the remission of your sins. 
6. Then live a faithful life, always leaning on Jesus, never our own strength. 
Yes, water baptism is essential for salvation. Please contact us if you would like to obey the Gospel. 
