Enclosure 1:  (Step 2A) Interim Procedures for FEB 2010 EZ Forms

	(Step 2A) Interim Procedures for FEB 2010 EZ Forms:

 Determine Whether §5103 Notice is Necessary for the Claim

	PROCEDURES UNDER THIS STEP (STEP 2A) ARE ONLY APPLICABLE TO CLAIMS FILED ON THE FEB 2010 VERSIONS OF THE EZ Forms.

For claims filed on the new AUG 2011 versions of the EZ Forms, use the procedures under Step 2 in the section titled “Pre-Determination” in place of the procedures under this step (Step 2A).

	Upon receipt of…
	If…
	Then…

	A claim involving only live Veterans compensation claim types


	· The claim is for live compensation (original, new, or secondary service connection, and/or increased disability rating); AND
· The claim is filed on a claimant-signed VA Form 21-526EZ; AND
· The claim is filed with a completed VA Form 21-526EZ FDC Certification
	· Do not send §5103 notice for the claim, regardless of whether or not the claim is ultimately found to meet FDC criteria*

· Proceed to step 3 

*§5103 notice for the original, new, secondary, and/or increased disability service connection claim was provided on the VA Form 21-526EZ 

	
	· The claim is not for live compensation (original, new, or secondary service connection, and/or increased disability rating); OR
· The claim is not filed on a claimant-signed VA Form 21-526EZ; OR
· The claim is not filed with a completed VA Form 21-526EZ FDC Certification
	· The claim does not meet FDC Criteria

· Send §5103 notice as normal

· Follow procedures under Exclusion from the FDC Program to exclude the claim from the FDC Program

	A claim involving only live Veterans pension claim types


	· The claim is for live pension and/or special monthly pension; AND
· The claim is filed on a claimant-signed VA Form 21-527EZ; AND
· The claim is filed with a completed VA Form 21-527EZ FDC Certification
	· Do not send §5103 notice for the claim, regardless of whether or not the claim is ultimately found to meet FDC criteria*

· Proceed to step 3

*§5103 notice for the pension and/or special monthly pension claim was provided on the VA Form 21-527EZ 

	
	· The claim is not for live pension or special monthly pension; OR
· The claim is not filed on a claimant-signed VA Form 21-527EZ; OR
· The claim is not filed with a completed VA Form 21-527EZ FDC Certification
	· The claim does not meet FDC Criteria

· Send §5103 notice as normal

· Follow procedures under Exclusion from the FDC Program to exclude the claim from the FDC Program


	Upon receipt of…
	If…
	Then…

	A claim involving live Veterans compensation claim types AND live Veterans pension claim types


	· The claim is for live compensation (original, new, or secondary service connection, and/or increased disability rating); AND
· The claim is for live pension and/or special monthly pension; AND
· The claim is filed on a claimant-signed VA Form 21-526EZ AND a claimant-signed VA Form 21-527EZ; AND
· The claim is filed with a completed VA Form 21-526EZ FDC Certification AND a completed VA Form 21-527EZ FDC Certification
	· Do not send §5103 notice for the claim, regardless of whether or not the claim is ultimately found to meet FDC criteria*

· Proceed to step 3

*§5103 notice for the new/first-time, secondary, and/or increased disability service connection claim was provided on the VA Form 21-526EZ.   §5103 notice for the pension and/or special monthly pension claim was provided on the VA Form 21-527EZ.



	
	· The claim is not for live compensation (original, new, or secondary service connection, and/or increased disability rating); OR
· The claim is not for live pension or special monthly pension; OR
· The claim is not filed on a claimant-signed VA Form 21-526EZ AND a claimant-signed VA Form 21-527EZ; OR 
· The claim is not filed with a completed VA Form 21-526EZ FDC Certification AND a completed VA Form 21-527EZ FDC Certification
	· The claim does not meet FDC Criteria

· Send §5103 notice as normal

· Follow procedures under Exclusion from the FDC Program to exclude the claim from the FDC Program

	A claim involving DIC, death pension, and/or accrued benefits claim types
	N/A
	· The claim does not meet FDC Criteria

· Send §5103 notice as normal

· Follow procedures under Exclusion from the FDC Program to exclude the claim from the FDC Program
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