DEVELOPMENTAL CHART

	Age
	Comprehension
	Expressive Language
	Speech Skills
	Play Skills

	0-3 months
	· Startle response to a loud sound

· Shows awareness of a speaker

· Discriminates between angry and friendly voices

· Looks at the speaker, especially the lips and mouth
	· Coos, cries, and vocalizes 2 different sounds other than cooing or crying (vowel-like sounds, such as “ah” or “e-e”) 

· Vocalizes to the parents smile and talk
	· Birth cry  which moves to a differentiated cry (e.g., cry for attention, cry for pleasure)

· Coos/Gurgles

· Produces a syllable and may repeat the syllable while cooing or crying


	· Momentarily looks at objects

· Attempts to imitate facial expressions

· Plays with a rattle when placed in hand, but does not reach or grasp

	3-6 months
	· Turns head/searches for the speaker

· Responds to name by looking

· Stops crying when spoken to

· Responds to “no” half the time

· Anticipates feeding
	· Coos, gurgles, laughs

· Plays with sounds when alone or with others

· Attempts to interact with parent

· Initiates/directs  babbling to others 
	· babbling begins (e.g., 2 syllables such as “aga,”  puts lips together for “m”)

· Pitch and intonation changes while babbling

· Expresses pleasure, displeasure, eagerness
	· Smiles at self in a mirror

· Reaches for objects

· Bangs objects in play

· Puts objects in mouth

· May reach for rattle, but unable to grasp.  Will look intently at toys and shake a rattle

	6-9 months
	· Recognizes family’s names

· Responds to common gestures (e.g., “up,” “bye-bye)

· Responds to “no” or “stop” most of the time

· Listens to the speaker w/o being distracted by other sounds
	· Begins using 2+ syllables

· “Sings” along with music without using real words

· Plays speech games (e.g., peek-a-boo) by vocalizing/smiling

· Shouts/vocalizes to get attention
	· Uses m, n, t, d, b, p, y while babbling several syllables (e.g., bababa, mamama)

· Imitates the intonation and speech sounds of others

· Uses a variety of sounds including some non-English sounds
	· Smiles, laughs, & vocalizes during games

· Demonstrates anticipation of game activities

· Searches for hidden objects

· Continues to mouth and bang objects, but also bounces, grasps dangling objects, & fingers toys

	9-12 months
	· Attends to new words

· Gives objects upon request

· Follows simple directions (e.g., “come here,” “put that down”)

· Responds to simple questions (e.g., “Where is Mommy?)
	· Uses first true word

· Tries to imitate the name of familiar items

· Vocalizes with intent (e.g., wants to change activities)

· Uses a “word” to call a familiar person
	· Uses most consonant and vowel sounds in vocal play

· Babbles/jabbers loudly with a wide variety of sounds and intonation

· Uses different combinations while babbling (e.g., bada, tamu)
	· Awareness that objects exist when not seen

· Means/Ends behavior (e.g., crawls/walks to get what he wants)

· Participates in speech routine games

· Resists a toy being taken away

	12-18 months
	· Understands approx. 50 words (15-18 mo)

· Follows simple 1-step directions (e.g. “Get your blanket)

· Points to 1-3 body parts on request

· Identifies 2 or more objects from a group

· Perceives others’ emotions
	· Uses 3-20 words

· Uses gestures while vocalizing

· Says “more,” “all gone”

· Answers question “What’s this?”

· Begins using words more than gestures (15-18 months)

· Imitates words overheard in conversation
	· Uses sentence-like intonations (jargon)

· Begins imitating some words

· Words are produced with a consonant-vowel (CV) structure (e.g. bo/boat)

· Final consonants and some initial consonants are absent
	· Purposeful exploration of toys

· Puts objects in & out of containers

· Imitates activities (e.g., combing hair, patting doll)

· Rapid shifts in attention

· Hands toy to  adult for assistance

	18-24 months
	· Comprehends approx. 300 words

· Listens to simple stories, esp. familiar stories

· Points to 5 body parts

· Responds to yes/no questions w/ a headshake
	· Uses approx. 50 words

· Combines 2 words & may use 3-4 words (24 mo)  

· Begins to use some verbs & descriptors

· Possessives emerging (Mommy shoe)
	· Words are used more than jargon – By 2, jargon is almost gone

· Intelligibility is improving – approx. 60% intelligible

· CVC structure emerging (e.g., hot)
	· Uses 2 toys together in pretend play (e.g.,  feeds doll w/ a spoon)

· Parallel play – plays near others but not  w/ them

· Stacks & builds

· Attempts to repair broken toys

	24-30 months
	· Comprehends approx. 500 words

· Listens to 5-10 min. story

· Understands concepts one/all,  on/off, in/out

· Answers “where” & “what…doing” questions

· Identifies a few common objects by use/function
	· Uses approx. 200-300 words

· Uses 2-3 word sentences

· Uses simple pronouns (e.g., I, me, mine, you)

· Regular plural form emerging (e.g., dog-dogs) 

· Names 6 objects by use 

· Articles “a” and “the” emerge

· “ing” verb form emerges
	· Approx. 70% intelligible.

· May omit final consonants (e.g., ca/cat), reduce consonant sequences (e.g., poon/spoon), and substitute one sound for another (e.g., wed/red)
	· Imitates daily experiences in play – plays house & pretends to be family members

· Performs many related activities during play (e.g., prepares food for doll, feeds doll, wipes doll’s mouth)

· Builds a tower of 6-7 blocks

· Increased sharing & talking 

	30-36 months
	· Comprehends approx. 900 words

· Listens to 20 min. story

· Answers yes/no questions correctly

· Understands concepts he/she, in/on/under, big/little

· Follows 2-step, unrelated directions

· Understands  most common action words & descriptors
	· Uses approx. 500 words

· Marks possession (daddy’s ball)

· Uses 3-4 word (33 mo) and 4-5 word sentences (36 mo)

· States gender

· Talks about recent, past events

· Uses the “is + ing” form of verbs

· Answers simple who, where,  why, how many questions (36 mo)

· Asks simple WH questions 
	· Approx. 80% intelligible

· Some continued use of substitution & distortion of sounds

· The sounds /p, b, m, n, d, h, w/ are mastered.  Please see our speech acquisition chart for further details.
	· Begins to play cooperatively w/ others in small groups

· Able to wait for his/her turn

· Acts out a new ending to a familiar routine

· Play sequences become longer

· Make-believe, imaginative play emerges
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