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TITLE: The reality of God in a technological age..

TEXT: Heb. 11:1; Ro. 1:18-20; Neh. 9:6; Jn. 1:1-3;

Gen. 1:1-3; 1st Co. 1:26-31; Acts 4:8-11

INTRODUCTION: For many in our world today it is not easy to believe in God. To simply accept Him or at least accept His existence by mere faith. 

   We live in a very visually oriented society. A society that says if you want me to believe then show me. Let me see it for myself.
 I am not saying that this is always a bad thing because it is not, but it can have a tendency to interfere with a person’s faith. At least interfere with what Scripture defines as faith.
Heb. 11:1 (NIV)
1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

With all the television and special effects that we have that can duplicate or counterfeit many of the miracles of the Bible through the technology of today, it has left many skeptical to say the least.

 Just think of the special effects men like Steven Spielberg have been able to create in movies such as Star Wars or the Matrix.

  Television and the movies can have a tendency to lesson the impact that all the miracles recorded in the Bible have on our life.

 Even good, wholesome movies can have a tendency to do this…

 Just take the movie The Ten Commandments. This movie was made, I believe, in the early 60”s and the special effects that surrounded the plagues against Pharaoh in Egypt were really pretty well done.
 Even today when I read in Scripture about how Moses put his staff in the water to part the Red Sea The picture that I get in my mind is Charlton Hesston standing on a rock in a robe and the sea parting before him….

 Is there anything wrong with that? Not necessarily.. But the real event was probably so much more spectacular that maybe it is better left to pure imagination.
 But given the fact that we live in the visual age that we do with all of the computer generated reality that surrounds us, how can we make sure that the God of Scripture remains a reality to us?

  Or for those who don’t believe or are skeptical, how are they to come to believe in the God of Scripture?

 I can remember about another Pastor who shared about a man he was witnessing to in his bible college days that didn’t believe that God existed. When challenged about coming to believe in Christ the man made the statement that he couldn’t believe even if Christ were to suddenly appear in their midst because he couldn’t be sure that what he was seeing was real!   That someone might be playing some kind of hi-tech trick on him..  And that was probably 40 years ago!

 How much more skeptical might that kind of individual be today with all the advancement in special effect technology over the last 40 years.
 So, how is the reality of God to be accepted, experienced and embraced in the technological age that we live in? In an age where Hollywood can seem to visually duplicate even the miracles of the Bible?

 Charles Swindoll shares about a time when he was on a camping trip and slept out under the stars.

 He shares how one night when he was deep into the redwoods of California camping and as he was lying on his back just looking up at the stars on a crystal clear night that there were so many stars that it was almost scary. 

  He said that as he lay there looking up into the vastness of the heavens all of a sudden he felt this overwhelming sense of the glory of God. He says that no words can adequately frame the awesomeness of that moment in time. He remembered something that one of his mentors had said years earlier…“wonder is involuntary praise”. He says that night it happened to him…….

 The wonder of what he was seeing brought him to a state of involuntary praise of God.
  He goes on to share….What boggled my mind as I curled up in my sleeping bag that night was this: Everything I have seen belongs to this one galaxy. Perhaps there are a hundred more beyond our own. Maybe a thousand. Or maybe even a hundred thousand….each one much larger then ours. Who knows?

  But let’s limit our thinking to this one solar system…a tiny fraction of the universe above us. 

  A scientist once suggested an interesting analogy. 

  To grasp the scene, imagine a perfectly smooth glass pavement on which the finest speck can be seen. Then shrink our sun from 865,000 miles in diameter to only two feet… and place the ball on the pavement to represent the sun.

 Step off 82 paces (about two feet per pace), and to represent proportionately the first planet, Mercury, put down a tiny mustard seed. Take 60 steps more and for Venus, put down an ordinary BB. Mark 78 more steps and put down a green pea representing Earth.  Step off 108 more paces from there, and for Mars put down a pinhead. Then take 788 steps more and place an orange for Jupiter. After 934 more steps, put down a golf ball for Saturn.

 Now it gets really involved. Mark 2,086 steps more, and for Uranus put down a marble. Another 2,322 steps from there you arrive at Neptune. Let a cherry represent Neptune.

 All this will take 2 ½ miles, and we haven’t even discussed Pluto!

 We have a smooth glass surface 5 miles in diameter, yet just a tiny fraction of the Heavens. Now, guess how far we would have to go on the same scale before we could put down another two foot ball to represent the nearest star? We’d have to go 6,720 miles. Miles not feet! And that is just the first star among millions! In one galaxy among hundreds, maybe even thousands.  And all of them in perpetual motion…perfectly synchronized…the most accurate timepiece known to man.  Phenomenal isn’t the word for it all.

 Yet some will say that there is no God and this is all by chance. You have got to be kidding. What kind of logic, what kind of reason is that.
 The fact of the matter is that God has revealed Himself to us in all of creation around us. 

 Creation itself displays the Glory of God to us in a way that all the special effects of Hollywood never can.
Rom. 1:18 -20 (NIV)
18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

 What is this telling us? It is telling us that God has revealed Himself to us within the creation that He has made.
 And that all men are without excuse when it comes to belief in the existence and reality of God.
20For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

 It is ludicrous to contemplate the heavens above us, the stars in all their vast array, the planets in their perfect rotation around a great star we call the sun, all moving in perfect unison and harmony and right it off to chance.
 That there was a big bang in eons past and all this just fell into place.
  It is preposterous to look at a monarch butterfly with all of its intricate detail and beauty and ability to travel thousands of miles each winter just to come back to the same location the next spring and come to the conclusion that this is a quirk of nature.
 In borders on the insane to contemplate our own bodies, to look beneath our skin and contemplate the network of nerves, tendons, white blood cells, red blood cells, dna and the many other things that man has never figured completely out and say that man is just a result of some type of evolutionary process and not divinely created by a Creator.
The more advanced that science becomes the more scientists are coming to the conclusion that our universe shows evidence of Divine design. That is it not something that just could have happened by chance or by matter simply being put into motion at some time in the distant past by some cataclysmic event.
The First Article of Creation in the Apostles creed is: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

 What does this mean? 

Martin Luther responds to that question…

   I believe that God has created me and all that exists; that he has given and still preserves to me my body and soul, my eyes and ears, and all my members, my reason and all the power of my soul, together with food and raiment, home and family, and all my property; that he daily provides abundantly for all the needs of my life, protects me from all danger, and guards and keeps me from all evil; and that he does this purely out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me; for all which I am in duty bound to thank, praise, serve, and obey him. This is most certainly true. 

Neh. 9:6 (NIV)
6You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.
John 1:1 -3 (NIV)
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.

3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Jesus is the God of creation…
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

 And do you want to hear some ever greater news then this?

 God is not just the God of creation but He is the God or re-creation and God is still active within His creation today.
 The good news for us today is that God can not only create but He can also recreate! He can fix anything in creation that breaks down because He is the one who originally made it… Including our very lives. Lives that have been broken down by sin.
 And this truth becomes even greater evidence of the existence and reality of God.
 Has anyone ever seen the reality show “American Restoration”? I believe it is on the history channel.
 It is one of my favorite shows. It is a show about restoration…

 People will bring in old items, some of which are so deteriorated that it looks like they should be in a trash heap some where and the restoration guy, “Rick” and his crew will go to work on restoring it.

 And it is amazing when the people come back to pick up their restored item made like brand new.

 Every week these men show how they can recreate and restore these items to brand new condition---sometimes even better than brand new..
 In a remote Swiss village there stood a beautiful church. It was so beautiful, in fact, that it was known as the Mountain Valley Cathedral. The church was not only beautiful to look at--with its high pillars and magnificent stained glass windows--but it had the most beautiful pipe organ in the whole region. People would come from miles away--from far off lands--to hear the lovely tones of this organ. 

   But there was a problem. The columns were still there--the windows still dazzled with the sunlight--but there was an eerie silence. The mountain valley no longer echoed the glorious fine-tuned music of the pipe organ. 

   Something had gone wrong with the pipe organ. Musicians and experts from around the world had tried to repair it. Every time a new person would try to fix it, the villagers were subjected to sounds of disharmony--awful penetrating noises which polluted the air. No new could get it right!

  One day an old man appeared at the church door. He spoke with the Pastor and after a time the Pastor reluctantly agreed to let the old man try his hand at repairing the organ. For two days the old man worked in almost total silence. The Pastor was, in fact, getting a bit nervous. Then on the third day--at high noon--the mountain valley once again was filled with glorious music. 

   Farmers dropped their plows, merchants closed their stores--everyone in town stopped what they were doing and headed for the church. Even the bushes and trees of the mountain tops seemed to respond as the glorious music echoed from ridge to ridge. 

   After the old man finished his playing, a brave soul asked him how he could have fixed the organ, how could he restore this magnificent instrument when even the world's greatest experts could not. 

  The old man merely said it was an inside job. "It was I who built this organ fifty years ago. I created it--and now I have restored it. 

   That is what God is like. It is He who created the universe, and it is He who can, and will, and is in the process of restoring it. 

 This is true of the universe and it is true for each of us as well!

 God is in the business of re-creation and restoration!

 Re-creation and restoration even within the human race.. Even within you and I…
 Gen. 1:1 -3 (NIV)
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
   In the beginning God created out of nothing.
  God originally created out of nothing.  As wonderful as that is He does what is even more wonderful today. He is in the re-creation business. He re-creates. He makes saints out of sinners.

 God can take the nothingness of our life and change and transform us into a life that is fashioned after the likeness of His Son.
 He can re-create us. Take something empty and void of form and transform us into something beautiful and useful for His purposes.
Think back to before you came to Christ? How would you describe your life? 

 Now, what is your life like today after you came to believe in Christ for your Salvation?

 Are you seeing the effects of Gods recreating work in your life?

Taking something that what was broken and out of tune and slowly but surely fixing it and fine tuning it and bringing it back into harmony so that it can be an instrument that reveals the glory of its creator.
A Scripture that really impacted my life several years ago is 1st. Co. 1:26-31.

 It was at the time in my life when I started to feel God calling me into ministry. I had a lot of sin in my past. I felt anything but worthy. Anything but qualified. Anything but usable by God in any kind of significant way. 

And I was struggling with all this God brought me to these verses of Scripture….

1 Cor. 1:26 -31 (NIV)
26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”
Do you ever feel like you are not worthy, not educated or wise enough to serve God? That you have too much sin, too many failures in your past to have a useful future of service to Him? 

 Then just listen to what He has to say to you this morning?  

26Brothers, (sisters) think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose (you)! (He chose) the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”

 It helps me to reflect back on just who Jesus originally chose to be the ones that He would disciple to become His witnesses after He would leave this world.
 The original 12 followers of Christ that would go on and be the catalyst from which Christ would propel His Church.
 Were they the wise and the intellectual and influential men of His day? All gifted orator’s and charismatic men of the day?

 No! They could have been better described as the bottom of the human barrel. The misfits and rowdies of the day.
 The 12 men voted least likely to succeed by their peers.
 Most of them common, uneducated fishermen. One was a despised tax collector. A man of dishonest gain who would cheat even his fellow countrymen.
 Only one out of the 12 that Jesus chose was an educated man. Luke the physician. But if we could find out about Luke’s credentials we would probably find out that he got his license to practice medicine on some island like Grenada or through a 9 month correspondence course.
 Or maybe his malpractice insurance got so high he had to quit regular medicine.
But the point is that Jesus chose, not the naturally gifted or the  intellectuals or the people that men just natural admired, but He chose the weak and the despised and the lowly from the worlds prospective to be His representatives on this earth…
 Why? So that no one would boast before Him!

 No one would be tempted to say look at me! Look at how neat and wonderful I am that God would choose me because of my neatness and wonderfulness and what I can do for Him because I am such a neat and wonderful person.
27But God chose the foolish things of the world -- God chose the weak things of the world ---He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are nothing—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 
    After Jesus died on the cross and ascended to Heaven and sent back the Holy Spirit to indwell and empower His church, Peter and John, two who where common, uneducated rough and tumble fisherman by trade… Peter who always seemed to have his foot in his mouth when he walked with Jesus, along with John, the one nickname Son of Thunder,  had proclaimed the Gospel and led a crowd of over 5000 to come to believe in Christ and a cripple was healed by them. 

   The Jewish rulers who had killed Jesus had Peter and John brought before them for questioning, most probably to find a reason to get rid of them or keep them from preaching this Jesus to the people… 

 Listen to how Peter responds to them…

Acts 4:8 -11 (NIV)
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 

11He is “the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.

13When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

 When under the questioning and the scrutiny of the Jewish leadership the only reason that the Jewish leadership could come up with when these uneducated, unschooled men were talking so boldly and so powerfully and with such authority  was they took note that they had been with Jesus…
 Why did they take note of this? They were some of the very ones who had held Jesus in similar position before them when He was here on earth and these men talked with the same wisdom and authority and boldness that Jesus did.
 The fact is Jesus was there talking through Peter and John and the leadership recognized that and were amazed by it.
  13When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
 The good news is: What Jesus did with Peter and John and the rest of the 12 who committed their lives to Him, He wants to do with you and I today as we commit our lives to Him.
 To take us in our weakness so that He can reveal in us His strength.
To take us in the brokenness of our life and re-create our life so that it is a better reflection of Himself into our world.
This morning are you allowing God to do His re-creating work of restoration in your life?

Are you yielding your life, committing your life to Him so that He can accomplish His will in and through you?

God is still in the business of creation and restoration…
 Are we allowing Him to transform us into who and what He wants us to be?
 Reflections of Himself bring His hope into the part of the world in which we live?

There is no miracle of Hollywood that can even come close to the miracle of restoration that God does in the life of a sinner who surrenders themselves to Him.  Transforming a sinner into a saint!

 Are you allowing God to do that transforming work in your life today?  Have you surrendered yourself to Him?
