THE MOST POWERFUL SERMON IN THE WORLD.!!!!

The Gospel Of The Grace Of God

"...24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. "
(Acts 20:24)

The apostle Paul was commissioned by Jesus to proclaim good news of God's grace!
The word "gospel" means "good news", and "grace" means "good will, loving kindness, unmerited favor". So Paul was given the ministry to proclaim the good news: what does that mean...?
· That GOD has provided a way of salvation for sinners!!!
· That HE has done this out of love, without requiring merit on the part of sinners!!!
Are you certain that you have heard the pure and simple gospel of the grace of God? Are you sure that you heard and obeyed the gospel of Christ as proclaimed by Christ and His apostles, and not some perverted gospel (Ga 1:8-9) 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed....as popularly proclaimed by many today?
"The Gospel Of Grace Of God" as taught in the New Testament can be summarized under three headings, beginning with...

1. THE "NEED" FOR GRACE

The Bible describes our spiritual condition. Everyone is a sinner (Ro 3:23), 3 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; even if you have broken just one commandment (Jm 2:10)! 10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.The consequences of sin are serious, both in this life (Isa 59:2)  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. and in the one to come (Ro 6:23... 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.; Re 21:8) 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death..

Even morally good people need to be saved! Consider the example of Cornelius: "a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always." (Ac 10:22 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.) And yet he was told to send for Peter, "who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved." (Ac 11:14... 14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.)

Being a good, religious person cannot save you! In fact, most examples of conversion (salvation) described in the book of Acts were people who were already very religious, yet were told what they needed to do to be saved (cf. Ac 2:36-41... 36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
; 8:26-38;... 26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship,28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
 16:13-16). 13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither.14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:
The fact is, as sinners we cannot accomplish the removal of our guilt on our own. We cannot run away from this guilt, we cannot work our way out of this guilt. So don't be self-deceived by notions of your own goodness. We are all sinners in need of salvation!

But the gospel of Jesus Christ is good news about unmerited favor, because it tells about...

2. THE "PROVISION" FOR GRACE

Out of "love", God has provided His Son! He sent Jesus to die that we might have eternal life (Jn 3:16.. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.; 1Jn 4:9)... 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.. Because God loved us, He made His Son a "propitiation" for our sins (1Jn 4:10)... 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.. A "propitiation" is a sacrifice designed to appease wrath. Therefore God has offered His Son as a sacrifice designed to appease Himself, which leads to a related point...

Out of "justice", God has provided His Son! God is holy, and to satisfy His justice (sin must be punished) God provided redemption through the blood of His Son (Ro 3:24-26... 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.; Ep 1:7)... 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;. God's grace therefore functions in this way...
· God's justice requires an appropriate sacrifice for sin. This no man can offer.

· God's love provided His Son as the perfect sacrifice for sin. It is available to all!

So to satisfy both His justice and His love, God has graciously provided salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ. What we cannot earn on our own, God has provided for us! As John the Baptist said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29.., 29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.)

But the provision of grace is not unconditional (otherwise all would be saved). Therefore we need to understand...

3. THE "RECEPTION" OF GRACE

Receiving God's grace requires obedience. Jesus is "the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him" (He 5:9... 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;). Freedom from sin comes when one is willing to obey Him from the heart (Ro 6:17-18.... 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
Such obedience involves:
· Believing (i.e., trusting) in Jesus as the Son of God who died for your sins (Jn 3:16... 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.).
Repenting of your sins because of godly sorrow, resolving to no longer live for sin, but to live for God (Ac 17:30... 30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:; 2Co 7:9-11.... 9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.
Confessing your faith in Jesus before others (Ro 10:9-10..... 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
; Mt 10:32-33) 32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
.
Being buried with Christ in baptism for the remission of your sins (Mk 16:15-16.... 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
· ; Ac 2:38.... 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.; 
8:35-38 ... 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
· ; 22:16... 16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.).
Remaining faithful to Jesus even unto death (He 3:12-14.... 2 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;
Re 2:10.... 10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.).
Please note carefully: Such obedience does not earn or merit one's salvation. Especially is this true in regards to baptism:

· Baptism is a washing of regeneration that involves God's mercy and grace 
(Tit 3:4-7) 4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life..
· Baptism unites one with Christ in His burial and resurrection to new life 
(Ro 6:3-8). 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
· Baptism is how we put on Christ through faith 
(Ga 3:26-27). 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
· Baptism is God working on you because of your faith in Christ 
(Col 2:11-13). 11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
· Baptism saves us as an appeal for salvation 
(1Pe 3:2121 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:).
God has ordained that through faith, repentance, and confession, culminating our faith-response with baptism into Christ, we might receive the wonderful grace of God: the forgiveness of our sins through the blood of Jesus Christ!
WHY DON'T MORE PEOPLE RESPOND THIS WAY TO GOD'S SAVING GRACE?

It may be some do not understand the "need" for grace. They consider themselves good, moral people. Yet, in nearly every example of salvation in the book of Acts, those being saved were already deeply religious and very moral! But as Isaiah said, "all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags" (Isa 64:6).... 6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.!
It may be some are not aware of the "provision" of grace. They may think that they are too sinful to receive God's grace. Yet God desires all to be saved (2Pe 3:9) 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance., and has offered Jesus as "a ransom for all" (1Ti 2:3-6) 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
!

It may be that some have not been taught the proper "reception" of grace. Many today are told to "say the sinner's prayer" (which is nowhere taught in the Bible), but they are not told what Jesus and His apostles commanded people to do to receive God's saving grace. We need to listen to Christ and His apostles, not modern preachers 
(Mk 16:15-16.... 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Ac 2:36-38.... 36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Ac 22:16) 16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord !
HOW ABOUT YOU?

Have you received God's grace? Will you receive God's grace? You have now read what you must do in order to be saved by the grace of God.

The responsibility of your salvation now rests with you. If you desire to study these things further, or to be baptized into Christ today, you can let me know via email by clicking on the graphic below.

