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TITLE: Fighting the Battle 
TEXT: Ephe. 6:12-18; Jere. 6:16; 2 Chron. 7:13-15
           Isa. 59:19
INTRODUCTION: I believe we are in the midst of a battle of unprecedented proportions within our nation today and I believe it is a spiritual battle over the very soul of America. It is a battle that, if we, the Church, don’t rise up and rise up soon to fight we may be in danger of losing that battle and the cost would be devastating, especially to our children..

 The Apostle Paul told us that the real battles and struggles of this life are all spiritual in nature.
 Ephesians 6:12 (NIV) 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
 If what we seen going on nationally today doesn’t fit into this category of spiritual warfare, that’s origin is found in the principalities and powers and forces of evil in the heavenly realms around us, then I don’t know what would.

 I once received a prayer alert from the National Governmental Prayer Alliance, a prayer alliance started by a man named Dutch Sheets. It is an alliance of Christians who have committed themselves to be in prayer for our nation. Particularity, to be in prayer for our president and governmental leadership.
 In one of his prayer alerts he made this statement. “As I pray for the United States, I see that we are at a crossroads where we will either keep the ground we have taken and advance to see our nation transformed, or we will deteriorate at an alarming rate.” 

Well, is America indeed at a crossroads today?

I believe that we are.  And the road that, we the Church, take at this precise moment in our nation’s history may very well be the determining factor in whether our nation will be transformed by the power of God and once again become a great nation that will be what our monies proclaim, “one nation under God”, and “in God we Trust”, or whether we will continued to deteriorate to the point of oblivion.

 I believe that the Lord is speaking to us today when He says in: Jeremiah 6:16 (NIV) 16This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls…
 The crossroads where we now stand is where the crossroads of obedience to God and the disobedience of apathy and spiritual neglect come together.

 The crossroad of fervent intercessory prayer for our nation and its leaders or failure to be fervently praying.

 We need to partner with God to turn America back to its Christian heritage and God-given destiny –To be praying that we experience another great awakening that will impact every aspect of our culture and bring millions of our people to Christ –

 We are at a great crossroads today and which direction that we, the Church, take will determine the outcome.
  If you don’t believe that what we see going on around us today is spiritual warfare I would like you to conceder this.

 Dutch Sheets also made this statement…

I believe we are at the deciding point in the war. 

  He says he likens where we are now to the Battle of the Bulge. This battle was an intense counter offensive launched by Hitler in WW II – after D Day, when it looked like the Allies had won the war. Hitler tried one final, desperate onslaught to turn the tide. 
  This attempt caught the Allies by surprise and, though we eventually defeated Hitler’s armies, it was for a season demoralizing and very costly to us. 
   Likewise today, an intense counter offensive has been orchestrated from Hell to pull down America and derail the destiny of our nation.
  This whirlwind of darkness over America is bringing great national confusion and is causing paralysis even in the praying church. 
 Sheets says, I have sensed this strong confusion in both the civil and spiritual realms, from leaders on down. It is strong in Washington D.C. – godly governmental leaders know things are in disarray and that something is desperately wrong, but also say that nothing seems to work when it comes to reversing it. 
  Spiritual leaders within the Church also know things are not right – that we have lost momentum and that anti-Christ forces seem to be prevailing – but no one seems to know what to do about it.  
 Chuck Pierce connected our seemingly desperate condition to the war in the mid-east to this: He said: “the spirit of Babylon is slapping us around.” Iraq is modern day Babylon. Babylon means “confusion,” which is obviously one of the results of this spiritual war.
  America’s armies had no problem taking out Saddam’s physical army, but we are now dealing with an ancient principality, the spirit of Babylon, which cannot be defeated with natural weapons and strategies. 
 This spirit is currently, though I believe it not need be permanently, prevailing against us.
  As previously stated, the symptoms of confusion and disarray can be seen in the church, on our president and in the nation in general. 
 Ten years ago president Bush appointed two strict constitutionalists Supreme Court Justices, actually giving a glimmer of hope to possibly someday ending the holocaust of abortion in America by reversing Roe vs Wade... 
 Or at the least putting us in a far better position to see that one day happen.
 Now that Justice Scalia, probably the most conservative Justice and the strictest Constitutionalist has died the Supreme Court is basically tied ideologically and Justice Scalia’s seat on the court is still vacant.
 There are three current Justices that are in their upper 70’s or early 80’s.

 That means that the next president may be selecting up to 4 Supreme Court Justices in his or her term of office.

 That makes the stakes of this next election very high for America. We pretty much know what kind of Justices would be nominated by the two candidates running for president today.
 One would most probably appoint liberal leaning justices that believe that the Constitution is a living document that was meant to change with the times and the other would most likely appoint conservative justices that believe that the Constitution should be defined according to its original intent by our founding fathers.

 So which ever person wins the presidency has the potential to change the direction of the Court for the next few decades if they chose relatively young Justices.

 Even this presidential campaign is a war in the spiritual realms. This is Satan seeing something that scares him to death and he is waging war as he has never waged it before.
 There are evil principalities and powers that are raging within our nation today…
 The terrorist attacks we have seen over the last few months have been spawned by these spiritual forces of evil.

 What the United States has experienced on Sept. 11, 2001, and then at Fort Hood, then San Bernardino, California and now in Orlando, Florida have all been Satan inspired attacks against our nation.
 ISIS is an evil spawn of Satan that has only one primary mission….to seek to destroy Israel and America and anyone else who may stand in the way of their evil caliphate…

  I believe the political correctness that seems to have a stranglehold on our nation is also a spawn of the devil.
 The spirit of Babylon has been awakened and is striving to destroy what the enemy sees as a great threat.
 And a revived America is possibly the greatest threat to Satan in our world today.
 The ultimate goal of the enemy is to destroy Christianity and freedom loving people through terrorism, both here and globally, and shifting the courts, especially the Supreme Court of America to a godless entity that will strike at the moral fabric of our nation.
 It is primarily the courts that have given us things such as abortion on demand, the removal of God from our schools and same gender marriage and a host of other Godless things.

 To me this should be the most important thing to consider when choosing our next president. What is the kind of Justice that they will most likely choose?

It is amazing to me how many Christians in America just seem to be perfectly content sitting on the sidelines and watching Satan destroy America.
 So is there anything that can be done to stop this Spirit of Babylon that is ravaging our world and nation today?
 Yes there is…We can put on our spiritual armor that God has provided us with as Christians and start to get involved in the fight.

Ephesians 6:12 - 18 (NIV) 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
  13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,  15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
I want to read this last portion again!

16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
 Who is a saint? Who are the saints here that we are commanded to pray for and pray for always or pray for continuously?
The word saint comes from the Greek:

hag'-ee-os
sacred (physically pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially consecrated):—(most) holy (one, thing), saint.
 This speaks of anyone who has embraced Jesus as the Lord and Savior of their life…
  Anyone who has been cleansed by the blood of Christ and has become a child of God.

  If you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior then you are a saint and the rest of the saints, people who have made that same confession of faith, are commanded to pray for you and you for them. And pray for each other always, pray for each other continually!

 But we have also been commanded to pray for our leaders as well, whether they are believers or not..
 I was talking to a man one time who said that he was tired of people coming up to him and complaining about the president and congress and other governmental leaders. He said it especially got under his skin when Christians would do it. So he said that whenever someone, who he knew was a Christian, would do it he would respond by asking them if they were praying for them…
  If they said no he would say why not? And then would point out to them how that as a Christian they have been commanded by God to do so and if they weren’t praying for them they had no right to criticize them.
 It is vital for us to grasp the magnitude of this spiritual war against America and our president and leaders of our nation, and also to realize that these forces of evil currently seem to be prevailing, though it need not remain so. 

 If the November, 2016 elections were held today and we choose the wrong person, it is almost certain that pro-life and morally conservative voices would lose some, if not complete control of Congress.
 It is also quite possible that if the current vacancy on the Supreme Court might be filled with a justice who could do much more damage to the moral standing of our nation.  
. The consequences are unthinkable. The killing of babies and the pro-death culture would continue and increase in America, God would continue to be unwelcome in our schools and governmental and public places and another generation would spiral further downward into Godless, humanistic relativism. 
 America would spiral further downward morally and all hope of national revival could be lost indefinitely, perhaps forever. 

 George Mason, the father of our Bill Of Rights once insightfully said: “As Nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes national sins by national calamities.”

 Regarding the war on terrorism, if we don’t turn the tide spiritually and do so fairly soon, that fight will turn into a quagmire that the majority of this current generation doesn’t have the strength, courage, boldness or selflessness to endure.
  This is the reality of where we are today. 
 So what is God saying to the Church in America today?
 I believe that He is telling us to pray and pray as we have never prayed before!
 He is calling us to intercession for our president, Congress and our nation!
He is calling us to take up and actually put on our spiritual armor, especially the weapons of faith, the Word of God and prayer and get involved in the fight!
As Christians we can no longer just sit on the sidelines and watch the game wondering how it will eventually turn out…
It is time that we suit up and get on the field!

I believe that God is speaking to us today when He says in:

2 Chronicles 7:13 – 15 (NIV) 13“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,  14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  15Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.  
 Church, God has blessed us with a great Godly Heritage. This nation was not founded on the principles of Mohammad, or Buddha, or even on the principles of religion in general. This great nation was founded on the principles of Judaic Christianity!
This nation has made great strides since its inception in promoting the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ around the world. 
 We have been that light on a hill reaching out into the darkness of our world with the Gospel and God has richly blessed us for that.

 In recent decades however we have seen that light dimmed through apathy in our relationship with God and that greatness has diminished. We are still. I believe, bearing the light of Christ in our world but not nearly as brightly as we once did.

 National sins such as legalized abortion on demand and inviting God out of our classrooms and public places and condoning things such as same gender marriage has diminished the brightness of that light….
The question is will we, the church, rise up, put on our spiritual armor and get involved in the fight?
 I firmly believe that God is speaking to you and I today when He says:
14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 Will you heed the voice of the Lord this morning and put on the spiritual armor that God has provided you and start to pray and  pray as you have never prayed before for this nation?  

 Prayer is the most powerful weapon at our disposal. With it we can literally tear down the strongholds of the enemy and Scripture says that even the gates of hell cannot prevail against the praying Church.
Will you get involved in the fight, in the spiritual war that is raging around us today? A war that is, I believe, over the very soul of America.
 We need to be interceding for our governmental leaders that their hearts would be opened to God and that God would guide and direct them. We need to be praying that the forces of evil in the heavenly realms be bound and defeated.  We need to be praying for a genuine revival to come upon America. That we once again become the great beacon of the light of the Gospel of Christ that God intends for us to be…
It all has to start here with you and I today…

14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 There was a squadron called the Screaming Eagles that was largely responsible for the winning of the battle of the bulge in WW2.

 Hitler personally orchestrated the Battle of the Bulge. I believe Satan is personally orchestrating his forces in the battle against America and the Church of Jesus Christ today.

 God is calling the “Screaming Eagles” of intercession to take our stand and win the air war in the heavenlies, stopping the enemy’s advance. 
 Like the Screaming Eagles of yesterday, we can write a history of commitment, bravery, self-sacrifice and victory. “The future of America itself is in the hands of the church. 
 Satan says we can’t win!” 

  God says we can win! We can even win this war against terrorism and radical Islamist theology. 

 We can win the Spiritual war that has been raging in America for decades now. 

 But only as we take up our spiritual armor and get involved in the fight! 
 Isiah 59:19….When the enemy comes in like a flood, The Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him.
 Church, you and I are that standard that the Lord is talking about here!
Webster defines standard as: a conspicuous object (as a banner) formerly carried at the top of a pole and used to mark a rallying point especially in battle or to serve as an emblem.

 As Spirit filled believers we are that standard of the Lord that He has to lift up against the flood of evil that has come against our nation and our world..

The question remains, will we rise up as that standard of the Lord to stop the flood of evil that is pouring forth from the enemy against our nation and our world?
God has provided us everything that we need, to not just fight, but to win the battles that we face….

If not us then who?  If not now than when?
 Are you ready to suit up and get into the fight?
11

