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TITLE: Assimilation

TEXT: Gen 11:1-9; Gen 1:28; 1 Cor. 14:10-11; 2 Ti. 2:15;

                     1 Cor.2:12-14; James 1:22-25
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about assimilation.

Just what does the word assimilation or to assimilate mean?
Definition of assimilate
1a : to take into the mind and thoroughly understand assimilate information Students need to assimilate new concepts. 

b : to take in and utilize as nourishment : to absorb into the system The body assimilates digested food. 

2a : to absorb into the cultural tradition of a population or group … b : to make similar … : to be taken in or absorbed 

To understand assimilation we may first need to examine dis-assimilation.
 Genesis 11:1-9 (NIV2011) 1 (NIV2011)  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 
2  As people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 
3  They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 
4  Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 
5  But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. 
6  The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 
7  Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 
8  So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9  That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
 In the beginning all the peoples of the earth were fully assimilated.
 What was the main ingredient that made their assimilation possible?
  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 
 Why is a common language and a common speech central to assimilation?

 So people can understand and communicate with one another.

 Why is that important, especially for a society of people?

The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 

 There is a great power and potential for an assimilated people who can understand and communicate with one another.

 They can share ideas. They can offer recommendations and follow instructions. They can promote unity.

 God saw that a people who can communicate with each other as something so potentially powerful that nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 
  Either for good or for evil!

In the case of the people building the tower of Babel it was a bad thing.

4  Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”
 We can glean a lot from these verses about the hearts of these people.

 The most telling here is what they say they are building the tower for….

 Let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves

It was no longer about God and His will and striving to draw closer to Him but it had come to be about themselves..
 It became how they would approach God not how God wanted to be approached by them.

  God saw the danger of their assimilation in this instance so what does He do?

6  The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 
7  Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 
8  So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9  That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

 God uses a common language to unite a people and confuses the language to scatter them.
 What was God’s original plan for man?
Genesis 1:28 (NIV2011) 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
What did this people plan to do?
2  As people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 
4  Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

 These people decided to stay in one place instead of dispersing themselves over the face of the earth as God had commanded.  

So how does God put them back on track to fulfill His purpose?

7  Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 
8  So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9  That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

 Can you imagine what that would have been like?

Go to bed being able to understand all your neighbors and then the next morning getting up to find that many of your neighbors were speaking gibberish that you could not understand.

So people divided themselves up according to their language groups and started to disperse themselves into different communities bound together by a common language.

 Common language equals unity.

Multiple languages in a community equals division.

America has been described as the great smelting pot of our world. What does that mean?

Smelting pot gives the image of  boil together, mixing together so they blend together and come out united, come out the same.

 A lot if not most of our early immigration first came from Europe. 

 My grandparents on my mom’s side both came to the United States from Norway in the early 1900’s.

 Like most all the immigrants of that time period their first order of business was learning English, the common language of the United States.

 Most early immigrants were proud to come here and adopt our common language and our culture. It was what made them feel American.

  Their highest priority was to become an American citizen adopting our common language and common culture. Adhering to our constitution and bill of rights.

 Many too embarrassed to go out in public until they mastered our common language so they wouldn’t stand out as “different”.

 Upon citizenship they did not see themselves as Irish Americans or Italian Americans or African Americans or Norwegian Americans but as simply Americans.

 United together by a common language and common culture.

 But the immigration and many immigrants of today seems to be different.

 People coming here for the benefits of our society seemingly in a lot of cases without a desire to fully assimilate into it.

 Nothing both saddens me and infuriates me more than seeing a demonstration in our streets with people waving the flag of the country they came from.

 My first though is if you love your home country so much why not go back there.

 My personal belief is that those who do so are most probably illegal immigrants anyway. Those who thwart our laws and jump ahead of those who are trying to come here the right way through the legal immigration process.

Let me ask you a question this morning….Do you feel we are a united or a divided country today?

A lot of our politicians champion diversity within our nation.

 And there is no argument that we have always been a diverse nation as far as the peoples that comprise our nation goes. We have citizens from every part of our world.
 But the difference today is that the immigration of old came in diversity to become unified in American culture where today many come in their diversity and refuse to unify in our culture once they arrive. Their primary allegiance seems a lot of the time to be with their home country.,

 And therein lays the problem…Instead of seeing America as their home country once they arrive they often seem to still see where they came from as their home country.

 I want to share two news stories I saw on my home page last Monday morning..
The First:  A  Duke University professor stepped down Saturday after sparking outrage for an email that encouraged her Chinese students to improve their English by committing to speaking it "100 percent of time."

Megan Lee Neely, an assistant professor of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics, reportedly emailed the students Friday in response to complaints by two of her colleagues who said they were disappointed that the students “were not taking the opportunity to improve their English,” according to screenshots of the exchange that was posted online.

Neely encouraged her students to “commit to using English 100 percent of the time” on campus and professional settings and “keep these unintended consequences in mind when you chose to speak Chinese,” according to the university’s paper.

 Screenshots of the email exchange made the rounds on social media and stoked outrage. Medical school dean Mary E. Klotman apologized to Neely’s students in a letter and said that Duke’s Office of Institutional Equity will investigate the incident.

"To be clear," Klotman wrote, "there is absolutely no restriction or limitation on the language you use to converse and communicate with each other. Your career opportunities and recommendations will not in any way be influenced by the language you use outside the classroom."
 A teacher loses her job for suggesting that some Chinese students in her class use the opportunity to improve their English by committing to speaking it 100% of the time.

 The politically correct  Medical school Dean reprimands the teacher for doing it saying the students can use their native language anytime they want to.

 Let me ask a question… Which view would most benefit the students in the long run?
 I have gone to specialist in the medical field who were from another country and I had a very hard time understanding what they were trying to tell me.
 Their English was not all that good. It made communication with them difficult.

 Many of us have probably contacted customer service lines and had a heavily accented foreign person on the other end of the line that may not have mastered the English language all that well and it made communicating with them difficult.

 I know that my saying this will not be received well by the politically correct. They would probably tell me to shut up and just deal with it.

Another news article that morning…

 NBC News special correspondent and former “NBC Nightly News” anchor  Tom Brokaw received scathing backlash Sunday for remarks he made on a “Meet the Press” segment about Hispanic assimilation.

Brokaw went on to say, “I also happen to believe that the Hispanics should work harder at assimilation. That’s one of the things I’ve been saying for a long time. You know, they ought not to be just codified in their communities but make sure that all their kids are learning to speak English, and that they feel comfortable in the communities. And that’s going to take outreach on both sides, frankly.”
 The comments drew an immediate backlash on Twitter, with critics saying the comments ranged from being factually incorrect to xenophobic to “stunningly ignorant” of Hispanics in America.
 Brokaw then caved in to the criticism and publically apologized for his insensitive comments.

 Brokaw was not being mean spirited in what he said but was just stating his personal observations on Hispanic assimilation in America today.

 Maybe he, like myself has been in line at Walmart when a group of Hispanics or eastern Europeans or Asians in front of you are all speaking to one another in their native languages.

 Is there really anything wrong with that? Not really….

 But do you get the feeling they are striving to assimilate into our society? No…..

  In your subconscious do you see them as American or foreigners? My first thought is that they are foreigners.
 Is that fair? Probably not but that is my perception none the less.

  A common language is essential for a united society…
And here is why…
1 Corinthians 14:10-11 (NIV2011) 
10 (NIV2011)  Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of them is without meaning. 
11  If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and the speaker is a foreigner to me.
Example:  Don and Eunice when back on furlough from Honduras several years ago dropped off one of their Honduran friends, Linda, at our house and and they had to leave for a little while. She could speak almost no English and Pam almost no Spanish. Pam and she did kind of communicate with each other but it was very difficult. There was no assurance you were 100% understood or that you understood 100% correctly.
 In this case for assimilation to happen one or the other would have to learn the other person’s language. 

 Whenever we send out missionaries to foreign lands their first order of business before being sent out is they must first earn the language of the people they are going to minister to..

 Why? So they can assimilate with the people they are striving to reach. So they can communicate with them the most fully.

 Assimilation is necessary for a healthy society and a common language is necessary for assimilation.

 That is why I believe that all of our schools should be English only. It is great to offer language classes but all teaching should be in the common language of our culture.

  In the end it will help make us become more unified as a nation.

 This is also true for us as Christians in our relationship with God and with one another.

 That we fully assimilate into the family of God by learning the language of God. Learn to discern and speak His holy Word.
2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) 15 (KJV)  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2 Timothy 2:15-16 (NIV) 15 (NIV)  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 
 God’s Word is a language in itself.  Scripture is how God primarily speaks to us so it is important we all learn it.

 The key factor in learning Gods Word is His Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:12-14 (NIV) 12 (NIV)  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
13  This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 
14  The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.

The Word of God was written by men who were inspired to write it by the Holy Spirit and it is the same Holy Spirit within us that give us understanding of it.
We will only fully assimilate into the family of God as we learn to understand the language of God, His inspired Word and then walk in obedience to it.

James 1:22-25 (NIV) 22 (NIV)  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
23  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 
24  and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 
25  But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.
 True Assimilation requires two things—adopting a common language and a common culture.

 This is both true in Assimilation to a nation and assimilation into God’s kingdom.

To end the diversity and divisiveness within America today will require all those coming here to adopt both the common American language and common American culture.

To become the unified body of Christ will necessitate that we all embrace the common language of God, His Holy Word and the culture of obedience to it.

Whether as Americans or as Christians we are all a community of immigrants.
The question is-- is it our desire to fully assimilate ourselves  into both so that we are united in both.

 I believe that the next best thing to being a Christian and a citizen of the kingdom of God is to be a citizen of the United States of America.
 And I welcome anyone to come to become citizens of both through the process of assimilation-- helping to make us a united union socially and a united kingdom spiritually rather than a divided one.


