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TITLE: The Torn Veil

TEXT: Mk. 15:33-34 & 24-25; Jn. 19:29-30; 1 Chron. 13:7-11;

Heb. 10:1-23; Ro. 8:1-4 & 3:23; Mt. 11:28; Ro. 10:9-11

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the significance of the torn veil in the temple at the time of Jesus crucifiction..

 We will start with the events of the sixth hour Jesus was on the cross.

Mark 15:33-39 ( NIV ) 33At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.  34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “EloiEloi, EloiEloi, lamalama sabachthanisabachthani?“—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
35When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”

36One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.

37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  39And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

The substance of our faith as a Christian hinges upon the cross of Jesus Christ.

The cross is what made way for the empty tomb…

 And where the cross is the substance of our faith as a Christian, the empty tomb and the resurrection of Christ is the foundation of our faith as a Christian.

This morning I want to talk about the substance of our faith, and that is what transpired on the cross.

According to the gospel of Mark Jesus crucifixion was started in the third hour.


Mark 15:24-25 ( NIV ) 24And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 

25It was the third hour when they crucified him.  

 Mark is using the Jewish 24 hour time period which began in the morning at 6 am and ended in the evening  at 6 pm.

So Jesus was placed on the cross at the third hour or 9:00 am.

Mark 15:33At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.  34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “EloiEloi, EloiEloi, lamalama sabachthanisabachthani?“—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
The 6th hour would be 12:00 noon and the ninth hour 3:00 pm.

 So from noon until 3:00 pm darkness came over the land. 

 This is significant because this period would usually have been the brightest part of the day.

Jesus died in the 9th hour so from placement on the cross at 9:00 am till death at 3:00 pm Jesus suffered as no man should ever suffer for 6 full hours.

 In America whenever the death penalty has been required death comes in an instant.

 Whether it is by hanging, the electric chair, or lethal injection death comes quickly.

 The execution of Jesus took 6 full hours until he slowly died of suffocation.

EXPLAIN CRUCIFICTION:

John describes that final moment of Jesus life on the cross this way…..


John 19:29-30 ( NIV ) 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.  30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

 Not a normal thing to say at the moment of death!

It is finished! What is finished? Jesus life in the flesh?

 Yes, but that is not what Jesus was referring to when He said it is finished…
What was finished was God’s plan of redemption. Jesus had paid the price of your and my sin…
 It is finished was a statement saying that the price has been paid and the payment has been accepted..
It is finished! Nothing else need to be done! 

 Now back to Marks account…

37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

This is also very significant.

38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

To understand the significance we need to understand the purpose of the curtain or veil.

This was no ordinary curtain!

The temple was the place of Jewish worship and it represented the dwelling place of God among His people.

 The temple was constructed with an outer court where the brazen alter was placed where the priests would make sacrifice for the people who brought their sacrifices to them.

The temple or tabernacle was a single structure with two rooms.

 The first room was the Holy Place and this is where the priest would go and perform their daily ritualistic duties in their service to God.

 The second room was called the Holy of Holies and it contained the Ark of the Covenant. It is where God resided. 
 The Holy of Holies could only be entered once a year and then only by the current high priest. And even then there was much preparation that went into entering the holy of Holies. 

 The high priest would have to wear brand new garments and go though much ceremonial cleansing and even then tradition says that they would tie a rope around his ankle in case he missed a step in his purification and would die in the presence of the Lord so they could pull the body out because no one else could enter the Holy of Holies and live.

 They took this very seriously probably because of something that happened when King David first tried to move the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem.

 1 Chronicles 13:7-11 ( NIV ) 7They moved the ark of God from Abinadab’s house on a new cart, with Uzzah and Ahio guiding it.  8David and all the Israelites were celebrating with all their might before God, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, cymbals and trumpets. 

 9When they came to the threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark, because the oxen stumbled.  10The LORD’S anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down because he had put his hand on the ark. So he died there before God.
 What did Uzzah do that was so bad that it caused the Lord to strike him dead?

 Uzzah, a sinner like all of us reached out and touched an all Holy God. Uzzah was not a bad man and I am sure he reacted out of instinct when the ox stumbled but regardless it showed a lack of fear of the Lord…..

This event would have very much been a part of Jewish history that all of Israel would have known.

 So, there was much preparation for the high priest to make in that once a year journey into the Holy of Holies.

 And this is where the veil comes into play.

 Between the holy Place and the Most Holy Place there was a curtain or veil that separated the two rooms.

 Tradition states that this veil was woven fabric that was 60 feet long and 30 feet HIGH and a handbreadth thick or about 4 inches thick.

 It was said to be so strong that two teams of horses pulling in opposite directions could not tear it.

 This veil or curtain was a wall of separation that stood between man and God.

 The curtain was made necessary because of man’s sin.   

 Sin is what kept us from personal contact and fellowship with God.  Our Sin has separated man from Gods presence.
 As Uzzah found out a sinner cannot presume to come into personal contact with an all Holy God and survive no matter how justified we may think that we are in doing so.

 This mighty veil or curtain was a wall of separation between man and God that man could not penetrate nor take down.

 Jesus cried from the cross “It is finished” and at once the veil in the temple was rent, it was torn from top to bottom!

 It was literally torn in two by the invisible hands of God.
That which had separated man from his God had now been removed…
 Jesus sacrifice on Calvary’s cross bought for us access to God.
 The instant Jesus said it is finished and gave up His spirit the curtain of separation between God and Man was torn in two.
 Again, what was finished was the way for sinful man now to personally approach an all holy God…
  The Apostle Paul explains it this way in:

 Hebrews 10:1-23 ( NIV ) 1The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.  2If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins.  3But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins,  4because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

 11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  

12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:
16    “This is the covenant I will make with them
    after that time, says the Lord.
    I will put my laws in their hearts,
    and I will write them on their minds.” 
17Then he adds:
    “Their sins and lawless acts
    I will remember no more.” 
18And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.
19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  21and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  

 Before Christ came and gave Himself for us on the cross man only had the law.  

 The purpose of the law was not to make us righteous but to make us realize that we were law breakers and guilty before God.
 Paul tells us as much in Romans…

Romans 8:1-4 ( NIV ) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,   2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

 3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,   4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
  And so he condemned sin in sinful man,  God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.
 3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.

 What the law was powerless to do was give us the ability to keep the law! But that was not the purpose of the law! The purpose of the law was to let us know what Gods standards are and that we are transgressors of those standards! That we are law breakers!
(Hebrews 10:1-23) ( NIV ) 1The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.  2If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins.  3But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins,  4because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

 Animal sacrifice was necessary but not for the removal of sin. Animal sacrifice just kept man mindful of both the seriousness and consequence of sin! Sin brings death.
EXAMPLE OF SACRFICE:

 And this had to be repeated endlessly year after year because those sacrifices could not remove man’s sin.
 Man is a higher creation than animal so the blood exchange was not the same.  Adam was sinless and choose to sin. God’s justice demanded that a sinless man then pay the price of Adams sin.

 The problem was after Adam and Eve sinned and became sinners they procreated after their own kind.

 They procreated sinners so sin infected the entirety of the human race. There was no possibility from man’s perspective for a sinless man to pay the price of their sin.

 Romans 3:23 ( NIV ) 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God….

 So God had to provide that sacrifice Himself..
God came in the form, the personage of Jesus Christ.
God, the creator took on the form of man the created.
  And then paid the price and bore the penalty of our sin upon Himself….
 The one sinned against paid the penalty and the price for those who had sinned against Him.
 Think about that!
 Example: A man kills your wife and children- is caught, tried and convicted and you are in a death penalty state and at the sentencing you ask to approach the bench and ask the judge to let the killer go free because you forgive them and you will stand in his place of judgement, you will pay the price and bear the penalty of this man’s sin that was against you..
 That is what God has done for you and I! He has stood in our place and took our deserved punishment for sinning against Him upon Himself so that we can be freed…..
12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,  14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
….19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  21and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  

….19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body.

 The greatest wonder of the cross is that the old curtain of separation has been torn in two!

Today you and I can have access to God through Jesus Christ!

Jesus is now the curtain that stands between man and God and here is the good news!

This curtain, the curtain of Christ, we are actually welcomed to pass through to what lies beyond---the very presence of God!

Jesus has given all men that invitation!

 Matthew 11:28 ( NIV ) 28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  

 Church Jesus proclaimed it is finished! The curtain of separation between sinful man and a Holy God has been torn down!

We now have access into the Holy of Holies, the very 

Presence of God!

The Apostle Paul tells us the simplicity of how we gain that access…

 Romans 10:9-11 ( NIV ) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 
 This morning have you crossed through the curtain of Christ into the presence of God?

Have you confessed Jesus as your Lord?

Have you entrusted Him with your life?

 Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

Prayer--Invitation

