Weekly Devotional 11-12-2011 Being Thankful Sowing Love

This week I have been preparing for Thanksgiving already. I have had much time to contemplate this past year. So much has happened good and bad. Two people that I knew passed away. One was very dear to me I had known him only for six short years. During that time I lived with him as a home-health care provider he became family to me and my dogs and my grandson, he was Papa Mel to us. There was also another element to my living with him at the time I was homeless he needed someone and I needed someplace safe to live. I had worked in a nursing home before and had the experience to be able to take care of him. I loved him dearly. The other one was a friend that I had known thirty years. He was hard headed and stubborn as a mule but in his last years I had the opportunity to see him mellow and be a different person. They passed away within a month and a half of each other and I was very sad to see both of them go. 
This made me really think about life more and more. I struggled this year with so much anxiety and sadness. I also lost a grandchild whom I will never get to know, one who never had the chance to be born. Then my health went downhill and I struggled with illness and losing my gallbladder. I struggled financially because I am unable to get a job because (I think) of my DWI’s on my background it is not for lack of trying. Then my unemployment getting cut off in June because of an error on their part which I am still fighting. All of this within four months. Whoo, what a season this year has been. Awww, but back to life and being thankful to God and others for the love shown to me.
I have been blessed beyond measure. God enables me to continue to write. God has blessed me with a mind of creativeness and being able to have an income from that. God blessed me through Mel the elderly gentleman above that I took care of as the fact that he left me in his will and made provision for me to help me out and left me a beautiful car that I treasure so very much. God has continued to bless me to be able to go to Seminary and learn about Him and his provisions of life. Proverbs 3:5-7 tells us that as long as we acknowledge God and trust in Him and not our own understanding He will direct our paths.  It is very hard to trust when times are hard, but God expects us to do this most of all. 
I consider so many scriptures in the Bible about trusting God. In these days we live in we need to have that trust more than anything else especially including in our family and financial situations and in our countries struggles. I think about what Paul tells us in 1st Thessalonians 5:14-22: 

 “14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 16 Be joyful always; 17  pray continually; 18  give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20 do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21 Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil. 

We all have so much to be thankful for, but most of all I want to stress the debt and gratitude and thankfulness we owe those who have fought and those who continue to fight for our freedom and our country. I go down and minister to the homeless in downtown Austin every year at Thanksgiving. I take what I can clothes, pillows, blankets and a thanksgiving meal if I have it, and share what I can even if it is only my time. My heart goes out to so many of these men and some women who are soldiers and have put their lives on the line for this country and we people. They are in situations they do not deserve to be in. They are the heroes of this country. It is very sad to see a fallen soldier who has health problems and challenges that go beyond what we can imagine to be in the state of homelessness and faithlessness because they are not appreciated and taken care of in the manner they should be. To listen to some of their stories is heartbreaking. Not all of the homeless are soldiers but several of them are mostly from the Vietnam era. Whether or not they have served in the military our homeless people are a hurting people.
This Thanksgiving I want and hope that each and every person reading this will think about the homeless. When you sit down in your comfortable home with family and friends in a warm and safe environment to eat a blessed turkey dinner I pray this devotional with cross your mind and you will say a prayer for those less fortunate than yourself. I pray that you will find some way to reach out in your community to those who are homeless and less fortunate than you and do some kind deed to show them that someone does care. In Galatians 6:1-3 Paul instructs us to bear one another’s burdens and take heed less you be in that man’s shoes! In verse 7 Paul tells us not to be deceived that whatever we sow that we will also reap. I chose to sow goodness, kindness, thoughtfulness and love to others who so desperately need it for whatever reason they are where they are. How about you? I dare you to care!!! Most of all;

 “Happy Veterans Day and God bless all those who have served and their families!” God bless and Happy Thanksgiving. 

