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TITLE: The Power of Repentance

TEXT: Jere. 1:4-6; Lev. 18:22; Luke 19:1-10;

 Ro. 8:1-4; Luke 18:9-15

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the power of repentance. Do you realize that here is a real, tangible power that resides in true repentance?

 To understand repentance we need to first understand sin.
 Some say that biblical repentance is becoming something of a lost art. 

   If that is true it is because that sin is becoming more and more subjective in our culture.
 Sin becomes subjective when we take what God meant to be objective truth, His laws and decrees, and change them to be subjective truth.

 Or we subject Gods truths to how we feel or think.

Example: How many times have you shared a truth of God’s word with someone and their response is: Well I feel that this is the way it is. I don’t feel like a loving God would send anyone to hell.
  Whenever we start out with the phrase: “Well, I feel”, when talking about a truth of God then we are starting out on shaky and possibly even dangerous ground.
 Because the moment we say “well, I feel” we have subjected Gods truth to our feelings.
 And what is wrong with that? Our feelings cannot always be trusted can they?

I mean, we may feel one way today and completely another way tomorrow depending on the circumstances of the day we are in or the people that we are with.
Gods’ truth is always objective truth.
Objective truth is truth that is always truth regardless of the circumstances that surround it..
Objective truth is true period.
Subjective truth can be true today but not necessarily true tomorrow, or it is something that may be true for me yet might not be true for you.
Let me see if I can give you some examples from Scripture….

 One of the Ten Commandments of God is “Thou shall not kill”. The Hebrew word for kill that is used is what we would call premeditated, first degree murder. Or the taking of a life of another with malice of fore thought.

The objective truth of God’s word says Thou shall not murder.
Some will try to make the command apply to killing such as in capital punishment or going to war and by doing so they have taken the objective truth of God’s word and made it subjective. Subject to how they feel.

 God speaks these words of objective truth to the prophet Jeremiah….

 Jeremiah 1:4 - 6 (NIV) 4The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5    “Before I formed you in the womb I knew  you,     before you were born I set you apart;     I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.

God recognized Jeremiah as a viable life, a person while he was yet in his mother’s womb.
 God had called and ordained Jeremiah to be a prophet from his conception.
 The objective truth of God’s word, truth that is true under any matter under consideration, says that life begins at conception.
  When people who are for the killing of our unborn children through abortion say that, well, it isn’t a life while it is in the woman’s womb, what they have done is made Gods absolute truth subjective….They have subjected it to how they feel rather then what God says.

 Well, I feel like aborting an unborn child who may be a burden to its mother is certainly not murder.
The objective truth of God’s word says that abortion is the purest form of murder…. It is premeditated; you contemplate doing it, and then carry it out.

 Or the person who is living a sexually immoral lifestyle and then tries to justify their actions by making Gods truth subjective….

 In one area of sexual immorality the objective truth of Gods word says:

 Leviticus 18:22 (NIV) 22“‘Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.

  Many with our world today will say: Well, I feel like God created me like this so it must be ok….

Again we are taking Gods truth and subjecting it to how we feel and the moment that we do then truth ceases to be truth. You cannot subject real truth to anything and have it remain truth.
Sin is simply disobedience to the objective truth of Gods Word.
 John Alexander once wrote in  “The Other Side, Leadership”….  

Sin is the best news there is . . . Because with sin, there's a way out . . . REPENTANCE! You can't repent of confusion or psychological flaws inflicted by your parents--you're stuck with them. But you can repent of sin. Sin and repentance are the only grounds for hope and joy, the grounds for reconciled, joyful relationships.

 Repentance is the only antidote to sin.
 What was the message of the forerunner of Christ, John the Baptist, who was sent to prepare the way for Christ?

Luke 3:3 - 4 (NIV) 3He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  4As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:     “A voice of one calling in the desert,     ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,     make straight paths for him.

John’s message that would prepare the way for Christ and make straight paths for Him, for His ministry, was
the message of repentance.  John’s proclamation to prepare the way for Jesus ministry of reconciliation was repent first for the Kingdom of God is at hand.
So just what does it mean to repent?

The Greek word used for repentance is…

met-an'-oy-ah
From G3340; (subjectively) compunction i.e. regret  (for guilt, including reformation); by implication reversal (of [another’s] decision):—repentance.

  Repentance is regret for sin that motivates a reversal in direction.
 And repentance is something that we have to do. God cannot do it for us.

   -- A.W. Tozer,  God will take nine steps toward us, but he will not take the tenth. He will incline us to repent, but he cannot do our repenting for us.

 Repentance is our part of the salvation process.
 To humbly come before God, sorrowful for our sins and willing to take a new direction in our life, turning away from willful sinning.
Ilion T. Jones,

Repentance is not a fatal day when tears are shed, but a natal day when, as a result of tears, a new life begins. 

And it is in this potential of a new life beginning that we find the power that resides within repentance!

Luke 19:1 - 10 (NIV) 1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy.  3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd.  4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

What we know about this man named Zacchaeus 

From this portion of Scripture Is that he was:

1. a chief tax collector 

2. He was wealthy 

3. He was short in stature  

4. He was curious to see Jesus

And as we will read in a little bit he was seen by the people as a great sinner.
 Tax collectors were notorious for skimming off of the top from the taxes that they would collect from the people before turning it over to the Roman government….
 Which is more then likely why he is described as wealthy… His wealth came from dishonest gain.

 When Zacchaeus hears that Jesus of Nazareth is coming into town he is curious to see this man who is going around the countryside performing all kinds of miracles and mighty wonders among the people….

 Being extremely short he climes up a tree so he can see above the crowd….( I know just how he feels!)

5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.”  6So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’”

Zacchaeus didn’t have too good of a reputation with the people…The people were amazed that Jesus would request to come into the home of such a man….
 It says that Zacchaeus upon hearing the news was glad.
His gladness was probably initially because of the celebrity status of Jesus in Zacchaeus eyes. Someone of importance wanted to come into his home.
.”  6So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’”

 But then something really pretty amazing happens next after Zacchaeus hears the people say this in the presence of the Lord….
 8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

What just happened here in the life of Zacchaeus?

REPENTANCE HAPPENED!

The light of Christ revealed his sinfulness of heart and he responded in repentance.
 Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

He said this and he said it in front of witnesses.
And then we see the power of repentance….
9Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

“Today salvation has come to this house!

Jesus wasn’t talking just about Himself being the salvation of the Lord that was coming into the house of this sinner but He was talking about the experience of salvation that this man had just received from having his heart changed through the act of repentance.
 Before salvation could come to Zacchaeus,  Zacchaeus first need to see himself for what he was--
 A sinner in need of a savior!  And once he saw himself as a sinner before the Lord, once his conscience was placed before the light of the world his response was one of repentance.
A desire to turn from his sinful lifestyle and a desire to right the wrongs of his past.
Jesus response to this man’s genuine repentance?

Forgiveness and restoration.
“Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

 When King Frederick II, an eighteenth-century king of Prussia, was visiting a prison in Berlin, the inmates tried to prove to him how they had been unjustly imprisoned.  All accept one. 

   That one sat quietly in a corner, while all the rest protested their innocence.  Seeing him sitting there oblivious to the commotion, the king asked him what he was there for.  "Armed robbery, Your Honor."  The king asked, "Were you guilty?"  "Yes, Sir," he answered. "I entirely deserve my punishment." 

 The king then gave an order to the guard: "Release this guilty man.  I don't want him corrupting all these innocent people."

There is a power that can only be found in repentance.  A power to set the captive free.
That is why Paul can proclaim in:

Romans 8:1 - 4 (NIV) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!

And we will never be able to be in Christ Jesus until we come to a place of genuine repentance before God.
Repentance is a powerful thing. Repentance unleashes the power of God in our life.
First and foremost, Repentance is what unleashes the power of salvation in our life.
Jonah repented and an entire city was saved and spared from sure destruction.
Sampson repented and destroyed more philistines in his death then in his life.
King David repented of his willful sins of adultery and murder and a Kingdom was restored and a man who God had described as a man after His own heart once again entered intimate fellowship with his creator.
A man named Saul of Tarsus, later to become known as the Apostle Paul, repented on the road to Damascus and a once great persecutor of the Church was transformed into the greatest missionary of the Church leading thousands of gentiles to a saving relationship with Christ. And he is still reaching thousands today through his writings in Scripture.
Church, there is real power in repentance.
Repentance is what first unleashes the power of God in our life.
First the power of salvation. Being forgiven our sins and brought into right relationship with God.
 And then the power to live righteous sanctified lives in Christ as we allow Him to become the Lord of our life.
 And then the power to accomplish Kingdom business. Going into the world in which we live with the gospel message of Jesus Christ, snatching others from the flames of hell and delivering them safely into Gods hands.
 One thing that you can be sure of is that whenever we find something with this much potential power attached to it the devil will try to do all that he can to keep us from it.
Repentance is not often easy is it? Often is goes against our very nature….That is our sinful or carnal nature.
A read a story that I think illustrates our attitude about repentance a lot of the time….

 A hermit was guided by an angel into a forest, where he saw an old man cutting down branches to make up a bundle. When it was large, he tied it up, and attempted to lift it on his shoulder, and carry it away; but, finding it very heavy, he laid it down again, cut more wood, and heaped it on; and then tried again to carry it off. 

This he repeated several times; always adding something to the load, after trying in vain to raise it from the ground. In the meantime, the hermit, astonished at the old man's folly, desired the angel to explain what this meant.

   "You behold," he said, "in the foolish old man an exact representation of those, who, being made aware of the burden of their sins, resolve to repent, but soon grow weary, and, instead of lessening their burden, increase it every day.
 At each trial, they find the task heavier than before; and so put it off a little longer, in the vain hope that they will by and by be more able to accomplish it. 

Thus they go on adding to their burden till it grows too heavy to be borne; and then, in despair of God's mercy, and with their sins un-repented of, they lie down and die. Turn again, my son, and behold the end of the old man whom you saw heaping up a load of logs."

   The hermit looked, and watched him attempting to remove the pile in vain, which now had accumulated far beyond his strength to raise. His feeble limbs tottered over their burden; the poor remains of his strength were fast ebbing away; the darkness of death was gathering around him; and, after a convulsive and impotent attempt to lift the pile, he fell down and died.

Un-repented of sin has a tendency to grow over time. 

Just look at King David’s sins….

 It started out innocent enough...At a time when Kings go off to war David stayed in Jerusalem…At this point it should have been easy for David to repent of his apathy and go out and lead his army….But he didn’t.

 So he put on another log to his load… He looked with lust upon the wife of another…He could have repented with that lustful thought but he didn’t… He piled on the log of adultery…It made repentance a little harder but he still could have managed to lift the load…but he didn’t…Then he piled on the log of deception, then the log of murder…the load just keep getting bigger and bigger…Repentance harder and harder….

The moral of the story….. As difficult as repentance may be today it will come easier today then it will be tomorrow.
 The longer that we put it off the more will be added to the load and the less likely we will be to get out from under it.

Even many professing Christians today are living virtually powerless lives because they have never really grasped, not just the importance, but the necessity of true repentance.

Many in our world have never repented because they have never really looked at themselves through the mirror of God’s word to have their sin revealed for what it is…

Luke 18:9 - 15 (NIV) 9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:  10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.  12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Why did the tax collector end up justified before God and the Pharisees not? The tax collector saw himself for what he really was, a sinner in need of a savior, and that brought him to the place of repentance, of sorrowing for his sin and desiring to turn from it and he then experienced the power of repentance in that he went home justified before God. 

This morning have you experienced the power that only can reside in the heart of the repentant?

Have you been justified before God?

Have you come before Him sorry and repentant for your sin, crying out like the repentant tax collector, God have mercy on me, a sinner?

It is only repentance that prepares the way for the Lord in our life!

Has your way been prepared for the Lord?

Prepared for a restoration of relationship and fellowship with God and prepared for the way to fulfill the calling that He has placed upon each of our lives…. The calling to be Holy just as He is Holy and the calling to go out into our part of the world and make disciples of nations! Leading the lost to the Savior!

That is the real power of repentance! To enable us to partner with God is reaching the lost of our world!

Has the power of repentance become a reality in your life this morning?

