TITLE: Trust and Obey

TEXT: 1st Sam. 15:22; Prov. 3:5-6; Is. 7:1-9; Ex. 4:21;

Ps. 20:7-8 & 46:1-3; Is. 50:10

INTRODUCTION: I love the hymn that we sang this morning. Trust and obey!  “When we walk with the Lord. In the light of His Word, what a glory He sheds on our way! While we do His good will He abides with us still, and with all who will trust and obey!

  Trust and obey—For there’s no other way---to be happy in Jesus---But to trust and obey..”

 What a deep theological truth lies within this great old hymn! Trust and obey—For there’s no other way---to be happy in Jesus---But to trust and obey..”

Do you know what Hymns are? Hymns are mini sermons!

 They are small but powerful and inspirational truths of our faith!

 Each Hymn that we sing has a testimony, a story behind it..

 This one, “Trust and Obey”, is no exception…

In 1886 Daniel B. Towner, director of the music department for Moody Bible Institute, was leading the music for evangelist, D. L. Moody’s series of meetings in Brockton, Mass.  A young man rose to give a testimony and said: I am not quite sure (of why God saved me or what He has in store for me—what He has for me to do)  but I am going to trust and I am going to obey…

  Mr. Towner jotted down this statement and later sent it to a friend, the Rev. John H. Sammis, a Presbyterian minister and later a teacher at Moody Bible Institute, who wrote the present 5 stanza’s of this Hymn….Trust and obey…for there is no other way…to be happy in Jesus---But to trust and obey!

   The inspirational truth that we find contained within this old Hymn is: salvation is Gods responsibility.. Our responsibility is to Trust in that salvation and then obey its truth’s if we are to ever truly be happy in our relationship with Christ!

 Trust and obedience are two necessary elements of our faith in God…

1Sam 15:22 (NIV) … "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 

To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 

Prov 3:5 (NIV) Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  

 Scripture contains many examples to us of trust in and obedience to God by many men and women of the faith… One such example is found in:

Isai 7:1 (NIV) When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem, but they could not overpower it. 

2 Now the house of David was told, "Aram has allied itself with Ephraim"; so the hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken by the wind. 

3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go out, you and your son Shear-Jashub, to meet Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Washerman's Field. 

4 Say to him, `Be careful, keep calm and don't be afraid. Do not lose heart because of these two smoldering stubs of firewood--because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah. 

5 Aram, Ephraim and Remaliah's son have plotted your ruin, saying, 

6 "Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it." 

7 Yet this is what the Sovereign LORD says: 

"`It will not take place, it will not happen, 

8 for the head of Aram is Damascus, 

and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. 

Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people. 

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah's son. 

If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.'" 

 Gods word to an anxious king…

Be careful, keep calm and don't be afraid. Do not lose heart

If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.'" 

When King David and his son, King Solomon, had passed away, their magnificent kingdom split in two—Israel to the north and Judah to the south. 

  During that period, the Assyrians became the dominant forces in the region. To combat them. Israel ( the northern split of David’s kingdom) formed an alliance with Aram (Syria). But Judah ( the southern part of David’s kingdom) declined to go along and actually showed signs of siding with Assyria. This prompted Israel and Aram to attack Judah, but they were unable to capture Jerusalem. Scripture says that: The inhabitants of Jerusalem “trembled with fear, just as trees shake in a storm”, And with good reason, because the northern allies threatened to attack again, intent on capturing Jerusalem, overthrowing the king, and installing their own ruler in his place.

   Isaiah lived in Jerusalem, and he was instructed by God to go speak to Ahaz, the frightened king of Judah. He took with him his son, whose odd name (Shear-jashub) meant “a

Remnant shall return.” The boy’s name was a message of both good news and bad news.

The good news was that whatever happened a remnant would survive. The bad news? It

would be a remnant, and it would be returning!

The Lord gave Isaiah a message for Ahaz: “Tell him to stop worrying. Tell him he doesn’t need to fear the fierce anger of those two burned-out embers” (7:4). The embers in

question were the king of Israel and the king of Aram, along with their forces. 

  No doubt not worrying was easier said than done, but it was God’s message nevertheless. 

So King Ahaz was presented with two alternatives: He could seek a political solution to his predicament—make a treaty with Assyria, which might frighten off the northern kings and preserve him from Assyrian attack. 

  Or he could choose a spiritual solution and trust that the Lord would intervene on his behalf and protect Ahaz’s kingdom from harm.

His dilemma was: Should he seek a political solution or a spiritual solution? 

Probably none of us will be called to make such a decision about such an important matter—the fate of the nation—

but we do find ourselves in predicaments where a decision needs to be made. The choices often appear to be either to make a deal or to trust the Lord! Easy answers are usually not available in such situations. Yet there is one thing that we can learn from Ahaz’s predicament.

The Lord told him through Isaiah, “If you want me to protect you, learn to believe and trust in what I say”. 

 The key is knowing what the Lord is saying, or has said, about a situation. If there are clear instructions, do what God says. If he says “do nothing except trust me,” then that is the way to go. In other cases, God’s instruction may be to take a certain course of action.

Trusting God to act on our behalf may seem more heavenly-minded than of earthly use, but it does have the advantage of turning out right every time!

 I remember one State of the Union address given several years ago by then President George Bush.
 President Bush started out with these words….

Congress, distinguished guests, fellow citizens, as we gather tonight, our nation is at war, our economy is in recession and the civilized world faces unprecedented dangers. Yet the state of our union has never been stronger.

 Now I know what president Bush meant but his words might have seemed to some like a contradiction!

We are at war, our economy is in recession, the civilized world faces unprecedented dangers …The state of our union has never been stronger!

  Well the fact is our nation was at war, our economy was in the toilet and our world is in turmoil but I don’t know if the state of our union is the strongest that it has ever been!

  Situationally the state of our union was and is today  not looking so good!

 We are at war! Our economy is in trouble! Our world is in turmoil! We have had better times situationally!

  However, with the events of September 11th and what had seemed to be a renewed focus and reliance upon God within our nation at the time the actually state of our union was probably stronger then it has been for many, many years because of our renewed focus and reliance upon God as a nation!

 The question remains was that just a passing emotional focus & reliance upon God or will we as a nation come back to a place of true trust and reliance upon and obedience to God?

Scripture tells us to….

Prov 3:5 (NIV) Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  

Ahaz had two choices before him as king of Judah, to trust in the way of the world in which he lived, to trust in his own understanding and seek an alliance with a godless nation to overcome his enemies or in the face of this great adversity to trust not in his own understanding but to trust and rely upon his God!

Ahaz ended up making the choice of trusting in his own understanding of things, trusting in the ways of this world!

 The end result…..because of fear Ahaz made an ungodly alliance with the king of Assyria and Assyria one day turned on Judah and eventually Jerusalem fell to Assyrian aggression…

 All because Ahaz chose to trust and lean upon his own understanding of things instead of trusting and relying upon the Lord and allowing the Lord to be his deliverance…

 The same truth applies to us today as it did for Ahaz back then!

  When the trials and tribulations and decisions of this life confront us we have a choice, the same choice to make!

 Will we place our confidence and trust in the Lord or will we lean upon our own understanding and trust in that!

 Church, we have been called to live our lives trusting in the Lord!

To Trust in the LORD with all our heart 

and lean not on our own understanding; 

6 in all our ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  

 Yet this kind of trust and reliance upon God, can be at times, the hardest thing for us to do…

Gladys Aylward, missionary to China more than fifty years ago, was forced to flee when the Japanese invaded Yangcheng. But she could not leave her work behind. With only one assistant, she led more than a hundred orphans over the mountains toward Free China. 

   In their book The Hidden Price of Greatness, Ray Besson and Ranelda  Hunsicker tell what happened:  "During Gladys's harrowing journey out of war-torn Yangcheng ... she grappled with despair as never before. After passing a sleepless night, she faced the morning with no hope of reaching safety. A 13-year-old girl in the group reminded her of their much-loved story of Moses and the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. 

   "'But I am not Moses,' Gladys cried out in desperation. 'Of course you aren't,' the girl said, 'but God is still God!'"  When Gladys and the orphans made it through, they proved once again that no matter how inadequate we feel, no matter how great the task or test that lie before us, God is still God, and we can trust and rely upon Him in any of life’s circumstances! Any of life’s trials or tribulations!.

 Trusting in God instead of relying upon self or others can be a hard thing to do!

The Department of Transportation had set aside $200 million for research and testing of an Automated Highway System. This system would purportedly relieve traffic woes with "super cruise control" in heavily congested cities. 

   Special magnets embedded in the asphalt every four feet would transfer signals between vehicle and main computer system. Steering, acceleration, and braking would be controlled, not by the driver of the vehicle, but by sensors, computers navigation systems, and cameras along the side of the road. Control would be returned to drivers at their specified exit. 

   Researchers and government officials claim they have the technological capability to address any potential problem. But one challenge they have yet to overcome. 

 Mike Doble, Buick's technology manager at the time Said, "The only thing we can't do yet is get people to comfortably trust the system and be willing to advocate control of their vehicle. It's not a technology issue. It is an issue of trust! Trust and confidence in the system!

Would you let go of the wheel while driving, closely spaced, at high speeds, through San Diego or Chicago or any large city?" Just let go of the wheel and let the car take over? I couldn’t!

   It is an issue of trust!

 And that is what God wants from us! To trust Him! To let go of the wheel and let Him drive! Give Him control, let Him drive even when, especially when the road before us is the most treacherous!

 Often our biggest fault, the thing that keeps us from being all that God wants us to be and do all that God wants us to do is that we don’t want to give up control! We don’t really trust Him!

 Often, what we actually give Him is just lip service!

  We say that we trust in Him but we don’t want to actually give up the wheel and let Him drive!

My favorite illustrations of  [trust] is about a famous tightrope walker who once strung a cable across Niagara Falls from the American side all the way to the Canadian side. To the applause of thousands of people, he would walk across that tightrope right on the very edge of the falls, the rushing, cascading waters thundering underneath him. He would walk back and forth, people applauding wildly.

 Then to further arouse the crowds, he would put a blindfold on and go back and forth. Then he would ride a bicycle back and forth, and then he would push a wheelbarrow back and forth. 

  Every day, people came out to watch him. He quite simply was the greatest. 

   As the story goes, one day while pushing the wheelbarrow back and forth, he called out to the crowd on one end, inquiring whether or not they thought he could successfully push the wheelbarrow across with a human being riding in the wheelbarrow. 

  The crowd went berserk: "Surely you can. You're remarkable! You’re the greatest! We've watched you for days. We understand and appreciate your skills. We believe in your abilities. You are the greatest." On and on they went, to which he responded, "Then someone volunteer. You come right up here, single file, form a line, and get in the wheelbarrow to prove your trust in my ability." A deafening silence overtook the crowd. There were no takers.

 Trust is proven by advocating control to the one trusted!

 How often do we stand on the sidelines applauding the greatness of our God!  Maybe even telling others of how great He is! That there is nothing too difficult for Him to do..

  And then when we are face to face with a personal situation that requires us to make a choice of either trusting in our own understanding and trying to maintain control ourselves or trusting in the Lord and advocate control to Him we choose to not get into the wheelbarrow!

 We say that we trust Him but then find that our trust has limitations!

  And the paradox is that once we place limitations on trust then we no longer trust!

EXAMPLE: Exodus of Israelites from Egypt…

 Do you know why God performed all the miracles that He did before Pharaoh in Egypt to gain the release of the Israelites?

Exod 4:21 (NIV) The LORD said to Moses, "When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders I have given you the power to do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 

 God didn’t want Pharaoh to release the Israelites after the first plague! Why?

 Two reasons!

#1 to prove to the Egyptians that He was the one and only true God!

 And secondly and most importantly to prove to His people that He was a God that they could place their complete and total trust in!

 That surely after their seeing all the great and mighty acts of His mighty hand that they would trust Him in all areas of their life! That they would see His greatness and ability and jump in the wheelbarrow without even having to be asked to get in!

   They saw a staff turned into a snake, the rivers of Egypt turn to blood, frogs, then gnats, then flies cover the land! They saw a plague of boils fall on all the Egyptians and their livestock while they and their livestock remained untouched! Swarms of locust came and ate all the crops and trees of the land and anything that was left was destroyed by a great hail that fell from the sky but they lost not a kernel of grain! Pitch black darkness covered all of Egypt except the land of Goshen, that little part of Egypt where they lived! The saw the firstborn of all who lived in Egypt die but their firstborn were spared!

 When trapped by the Red Sea with the Armies of Pharaoh fastly approaching they saw God part the sea before them so that they could pass through on dry ground while the armies of Pharaoh were destroyed!

  God did all of this to gain their trust!  So that they would see His mighty deliverance! That He saves and saves completely! God wanted them to know that they could give Him control of their very lives and that they would be safe and secure in His hand!

 And how do these people respond once they have seen all of this and are safe on the other side of the sea?

 Do they… Trust in the LORD with all their heart 

and lean not on their own understanding; 

6 in all their ways do they acknowledge him, so that He could make their paths straight?

 Some, a very few did, most did not!

 Almost instantly they started to grumble and complain!

 God, did you bring us out into the desert so that we would die of thirst!

 God, did you bring us out here to die of hunger!

 Oh, if we had only never left Egypt! If we had only remained slaves! There we had water to drink and food to eat!

 What did they think? That the God who had just done all that He did couldn’t and wouldn’t also provide food and water!

  Because of their lack of trust in God that entire generation of Israelites where doomed to wander and die in the desert!

 They never got to enter or even see what they had waited and longed for their entire life to see…The Promised Land!

 Why?  Because of their lack of trust!

 Why did God treat their lack of trust so severely?

 Because it was like a slap in His face! It was like they thumbed their nose at Him!

  By not trusting in Him after He had proved that He could be trusted, they treated His grace with contempt!

   Church, we can trust God and trust Him completely because He has proven that He can be trusted!

 Have you ever noticed how relaxed the president seems when he is out in the public?

 He doesn’t seem to have a care in the world even though there may be many in the world who would like nothing better to see him harmed or dead…

  Yet he appears as if he has no concerns about that!

 Have you ever wondered why?  If it were me, especially with all that is going on today I would be constantly looking over my shoulder! I would constantly anxious!

 But the president seems to not be effected by it at all! Why?

 Because he trust those who are watching out for him!

 He knows that those who have been given the charge to take care of him, the Secret Service, would take a bullet for him without hesitation!

 That they would willingly and without hesitation give their life to save his!

  Wouldn’t you put your trust in someone like that?

 Put your trust in someone who was willing to take a bullet for you? Put your trust in someone who was will to give their life to save yours?

 Well Jesus did just that! He took the bullet for you!

 He took the bullet for me! He took that bullet on Calgary’s cross!

 He came and died for our sins! He died so that we wouldn’t have to! He stepped in to take our place!

 He gave His life for us to prove to us that He can be trusted and trusted completely!

 His death on the cross proved His faithfulness to us and our complete trust in Him is what proves our faithfulness to Him!

Some words of challenge this morning from a man after Gods own heart, a man who trusted in his God.  King David says this in the Psalms…

Psal 20:7 (NIV) Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 

8 They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and stand firm. 

 The promise for trust and obedience to God…

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we who trust in the name of the LORD our God …we rise up and stand firm. 

Psal 46:1 (NIV) God is our refuge and strength, 

an ever-present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam 

and the mountains quake with their surging. 
Isai 50:10 (NIV) Who among you fears the LORD 

and obeys the word of his servant? Let him who walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. 

Have you made God your refuge and strength and ever-present help in your times of trouble this morning?

 Through your trust and obedience have you come to rely upon Him?

 Are you standing firm in your relationship with Him? Have you come to place your trust, your complete trust in Him!

  Are you living your life, leaning not on your own understanding but are you living your life trusting in your Lord? Are you in all your ways acknowledging Him so that He will make your paths straight?

   Have you lined up to take a ride in the wheelbarrow of your faith?
