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TITLE: An Illustration from the Cross

TEXT: LK. 23:34; Jn. 1:1-3; Mt. 12:36-37; Acts 7:51-60; 

Mt. 6:9-15, 18:21-19:1; Col. 3:12-14; Ps. 103:11-12; 

Micah 7:19; Heb. 10:16-17; Phil. 2:5-8

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to glean an illustration from the Cross. There are many, maybe even countless illustrations that could be gleaned from the cross of Calvary, but this morning I want to focus upon one. Very possibly one of the most important things for us as Christians to learn from Calvary’s Cross.


Luke 23:34 (NIV) 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
Contemplate this statement in the full context of Jesus life for a moment.

Jesus had experienced a lifetime of man’s worst treatment.
John 1:1 - 3 (NIV) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
 –V 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Jesus, the word, came down to a world that He had created but that world rejected Him…
The vast majority of the world’s inhabitant’s eyes were blinded by sin and could not see the beauty in Jesus.
Almost immediately from His humble birth in a stable, King Herod sought to have Him killed. And on many various occasions the Jewish leaders contested Christ’s teachings and looked for opportunities to seize Him and kill Him.
The cross was really just the culmination of a lifetime of persecution against Jesus.
Jesus’ death by crucifixion was one the most humiliating and painful forms of execution that the world has ever known.
EXPLAIN CRUCIFICTION—When they drove the nails into Jesus hand and feet they were careful to not hit a major vein or artery. When hoisted into the air on the cross the only way to breathe would be to press up on the nail in your feet to push yourself up to expand your lungs so you could draw in air. You relaxed yourself to exhale. Death came from suffocation when you became too exhausted to push yourself up.
Now from merely human perspective, we would have expected Jesus to plead with the Father for mercy or be enraged at God for allowing Him to be crucified or If Jesus was who He said He was, the incarnate God of creation, that He would have called down 12 thousand legions of angels and smote everyone who had been responsible for His abuse on that cross.
 If this were a movie in which I had written the Script that is exactly what I would have had happen! Or I would have had the nails pop out of His wrist and feet and pierce the hearts of those who had placed them there while a blinding flash of Divine light would come out of the eyes of the Lord and smite all of those responsible. 

(But I guess that would include you and I be destroyed by that flash of divine light sense it was our sin as well that put Christ on the cross)

 I might re-write that part.
But Jesus did none of these things did He? 

Instead He cried out and asked His Father to forgive them!  To forgive us!

Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing!

 I believe that this cry of Jesus is still resonation in Heaven today. Father forgive them, for they do not know what they do!

 Let me ask you a question… When does sound stop?

The speed of sound at sea level at 70 degrees under normal atmospheric conditions is about 769 miles per hour. Things such as humidity, elevation and temperature will determine just how fast sound will travel. But when does it stop or cease to be sound?

 You ever thought about that?

The answer is Never! Or at least until it runs out of space and even then scientist believes it would bounce back the other direction.
Years ago I read about sounds that were being picked up from space by some fancy gadget that were believed to have originated thousands of years earlier.

Now if all this is true and I believe that there may even be Scriptural evidence that it is, then this can be a frightening thought can’t it?
Jesus says this in:

Matthew 12:36 - 37 (NIV) 36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37For by your words you will be acquitted and by your words you will be condemned.”

This takes on a new dimension of meaning if the words that we speak travel on forever.
God will be able to judge us by our words because they are all still out there banging around the universe.
Scary thought when we apply it to many of our words spoken in anger-- but a wonderful thought when we contemplate the words Jesus spoke..
Especially such words as; Father forgive them for they do not know what they do!

Even now those words that Jesus spoke from the cross are resonating in Heaven before the Father….
Father forgive them for they do not know what they do!

Forgiveness is very possibly the most powerful force in the universe.
It is only through forgiveness that any of us will escape the flames of an eternity in hell.
It is only through forgiveness that we can have any hope of Salvation.

It is only through forgiveness that we can have any hope of entering into Gods pretense.
It is only by forgiveness that we can have any hope of spending eternity in Heaven with our Lord.

 Forgiveness was and is a central theme of Jesus life.
It was among the last words that He spoke while in human form---Father Forgive them, for they don’t know what they do?

Who is the “them” that Jesus cried out for forgiveness for here?

#1. With this plea, Father forgive them, Jesus was praying for the greatest and most important need His executioners would ever have.. They would never be able to enter the presence of an all holy God if their sins were not forgiven..
 Even from the agony of the cross Christ was concerned that His opponents, who were ignorantly putting Him to death, have an opportunity to be forgiven rather than endure God’s vengeance.
 The “them” were the Roman soldiers who had driven the nails into His hands and feet!

 The “Them” were the Pharisees and religious leadership that had plotted against Jesus and handed Him over to be crucified!

 The “them” was King Herod who had mocked Him and the Roman Governor Pilate who had so mercilessly had Him flogged!

 The “them” were the 12 Disciples who had deserted and abandoned Him in the garden the night before!

And finally the “them” is you and I, for it was our sins that put Jesus on that cross….

These words that Jesus spoke from the cross, I believe, are the most powerful words that have ever been uttered! Father, Forgive them, for they don’t know what they do!

Later on we have someone in Scripture that followed the example of Christ in this great forgiveness.

More accurately, we find someone who allowed Christ to manifest this great forgiveness within his own life…

His name was Stephen---
 After the ascension of Christ and the Church was empowered with the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, a follower of Christ, a lay minister within the Church, a young man named Stephen, stood up before the Sanhedrin, the body of Jewish leadership and proclaimed the message of Christ to them.
 Many of these Jewish leaders were the same ones who were largely responsible for Jesus death.
Here is the latter part of what Stephen said to them:


Acts 7:51 - 60 (NIV) 51“You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!  52Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 53you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed it.” 54When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.
  55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  56“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him,  58dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  60Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

As the stones are hitting his body, as he is in the process of dying what are Stephen’s last words?

 Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

Translation---Lord forgive them!

Stephen was an example of what Christ has called each of us as believers to. Forgiveness!

Jesus taught many times on the subject of forgiveness when He walked this earth.

Jesus in teaching us how to pray, how to approach God said this:


Matthew 6:9 - 15 (NIV) 9“This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10   your kingdom come, your will be done  on earth as it is in heaven. 11    Give us today our daily bread. 12    Forgive us our debts,     as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.£’ 

It is interesting that of all the elements of this prayer Jesus only goes on to expand or further expound upon one….Forgiveness.
14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

 Here Jesus links being forgiven by God with an action on our part. Our willingness to forgive others..
15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

This is illustrated more fully in:

Matthew 18:21 - 19:1 (NIV) 21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

I imagine that Peter was feeling pretty spiritual and pretty confident in His question to the Lord.
Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?

 I can just see Peter’s chest falling and maybe even his mouth dropping open with Jesus reply…. 

 “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 Some translations read 70 times 7 or 490 times!

The exact number is not the point. The point that Jesus was trying to make is that, as a Christian we are to always be forgiving…
Jesus goes on to reinforce His point with a parable…

Matthew 18:23 23“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’  27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.  31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’  34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” 
The point being made here is we are to forgive just as we have been forgiven!

 The Apostle Paul reinforces this truth in:

Colossians 3:12 - 14 (NIV) 12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

Church, we have been called to forgive just as we have been forgiven!

So just how is it that God has forgiven us in Christ Jesus?


Psalms 103:11 - 12 (NIV) 11    For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12    as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.


Micah 7:19 (NIV) 19    ---     you will tread our sins underfoot     and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.
Hebrews 10:16 - 17 (NIV) 16    “This is the covenant I will make with them  after that time, says the Lord.     I will put my laws in their hearts,  and I will write them on their minds.”£ 17Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.”£
How has God forgiven us as believers? Our sins have been as far removed from us as east is from west! They have been buried in the depths of the deepest sea! God remembers our sins no more
This speaks of total and complete forgiveness!

Through our relationship with Christ Jesus Our sins have been as far removed from us as east is from west! They have been buried in the depths of the deepest sea! God remembers them no more!

Now with that thought in mind hear Gods admonition to us as believers… 

Forgive just as the Lord has forgiven you!

I love something that D.L. Moody once said:
  Forgiveness is not that stripe which says, "I will forgive, but not forget." It is not to bury the hatchet with the handle sticking out of the ground, so you can grasp it the minute you want it. 

So many times when we say we forgive someone, when we say that we have buried the hatchet, we do so by burying the hatchet with the handle sticking up out of the ground so that we can come back to it later and pull it back up.
That is not true forgiveness! That is not forgiving as we have been forgiven by God!

God buried the hatchet handle down! It is so buried that even God can’t find it again! Our sins and lawless deeds He remembers no more!

I don’t know that I have ever fully come to grasp the meaning of Jesus statement 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

I am not sure just how this plays out but I have a idea.

I think a truth that we will find in this is that If we are not willing to forgive all sins done against us then we will never feel or experience  the real forgiveness of God.
If we are so petty that we can be unforgiving to the wrongs done us by others when God has so totally and completely forgiven us for all that we have done against Him, we will never be able to totally appreciate and experience God’s Forgiveness in our own life!

 Some might say, well you don’t understand just what someone has done to me? 

And they would be right, I don’t! However, I know what wasn’t done to them. They were never flogged to the point that they had no recognizable flesh left on their back…I know that they were not nailed to a cross for crimes that they didn’t commit!

In fact is it was your wrongs and my wrongs that placed Jesus on that cross! It was our sins that drove the nails through His hands and feet! It was our sins that caused Jesus to cry out: My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me!

Yet, even though we hold responsibility for all of His suffering Jesus says: Father, forgive them!

 And then He commands us to do as He has done.
Forgive as you have been forgiven!

Forgiveness is still, I believe, the most powerful force in the universe.
It frees others from the bondages that we have placed them in, and maybe even more importantly, it frees us from the bondage we have placed ourselves in through our having  an unforgiving and un-submissive spirit.

Jesus said know the truth and the truth will set you free!  Forgiveness is a big part of that truth that we will need to come to know if we are to really be free…

Philippians 2:5 - 8 (NIV) 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6    Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7   but made himself nothing,  taking the very nature of a servant,     being made in human likeness. 8    And being found in appearance as a man,  he humbled himself  and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus…
The attitude of Christ was an attitude of forgiveness…
Have you experienced the power of total and complete forgiveness in your life this morning?

This morning, do you feel totally and completely forgiven by God?

If not, then could it be because there is someone that you need to forgive?

14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

Whatever the correlation is there is a correlation between our willingness to forgive and our being or feeling forgiven by God….

 The only way that any of us will live in the true freedom that Christ has provided for us, is if we follow Christ example and forgive just as we have been forgiven.
Forgive and the prisoner that you set free you will find will be yourself!
This morning, are you as forgiving to others as God has been forgiving to you?

It is to this that we have been called! For it is by this that we really manifest the presence and power of Christ within our world!

Forgive just as we have been forgiven 


