“People coming together to be The Church,
not just attend one.”
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Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2020

Service of the Word
Weekly Resource for Prayer and Devotions at Home

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.
MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.
VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.
NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn
more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a
break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either
stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.
COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)
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Sunday, March 22, 2020
INTRODUCTION
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens
our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ
in our daily lives.
COMMEMORATION FOR TODAY: Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American
Indians, died 1758
A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great preacher. Though
his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was more concerned with God's love. He
served both as missionary to the Housatonic people in Massachusetts, and as president of the
future Princeton University.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
P
C
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

C

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination. (At 8:30am, kneel/sit.)
P
C

Gracious God,
Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

C
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Stand
ENTRANCE HYMN

ELW #673

God, Whose Almighty Word

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
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KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(At 11:00 a.m., the congregation says the prayer together.)
P

C

Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Sit
A

A reading from 1st Samuel.

FIRST READING
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the
Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of
it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice
to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.
6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before
the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of
these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramah.
1

A
C

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM
You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)

Psalm 23

1

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

A

A reading from Ephesians.

SECOND READING
Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.
8

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to
the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
A
C

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to John the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL
John 9:1-41
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness
to the things of God.
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able
to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it
is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
1

8

18

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in
him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said,
“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so
that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON

9

Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW #815
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
A

C
A

C
A

C

God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who testify to your
deeds of power (like Jonathan Edwards, whom we commemorate today). Raise up voices
in your church that are often silenced or overlooked due to age, gender expression, race,
or economic status. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that dwell in it and
beneath it. Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands suffering drought.
Protect hills and shorelines from damage caused by erosion. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who seek goodness,
righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of those who would seek to
cause violence or terror. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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A

C
A

C

God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek
prayer this day (especially). Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses,
physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each person who enters, no
matter their physical capacity, cognitive ability, or sensory need. Help us to be creative
and brave in making our facilities and our ministries accessible to all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
A

C
P
C

God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to new life with
you. We give thanks for your saints (especially). Join us together with them as your
children in this world and the next. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
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Sit
OFFERING
FOURTH SUNDAY: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
Stand
OFFERING HYMN

ELW #186

Create in Me a Clean Heart

OFFERING PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
P
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,
C
We give you thanks and praise.
P

C
P

C
P

C

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,
We give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For
your Word of life, O God,
We give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.)
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.)
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C

C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin
against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

BLESSING
P
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

ELW #324

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C
Thanks be to God.
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In the Cross of Christ I Glory

SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Carol Knoch
Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn
Vice-President: Suzanne Langston
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas
Treasurer: Kristin Lucas
Parish Secretary: Lizabeth Taylor
Secretary: Amy Otterbein
Council Members: Diane Draper, Norma Ludlow, Chris McNamara, Brad Otterbein,
Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth.
SERVING TODAY:
8:30 AM
Assisting Minister: Luann Canham
Communion Assistant: Gene Stockford-Shively
Ushers: Tom & Gene Stockford-Shively
Refreshment Server: Chris Enos
Cookie Supplier: Chris Enos

11:00 AM
Assisting Minister: Kristin Lucas
Ushers: Phyllis Klingler, Ella Hahn
Refreshment Server: Chris McNamara
Cookie Supplier: Carol Ambrose

BOTH SERVICES
Altar Guild: Jeanne Holliday, Amy Otterbein, Mytchal Morrison
Offering Counters: Suzanne Sponsler, Norma Ludlow
FLOWERS –The flowers on the altar today are given by Mel Williams to the glory of God.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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