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1. Quietness

Inside this new love, die.

Your way begins on the other side.
Become the sky.

Take and ax to the prison wall.
Escape.

Walk out like someone suddenly born into color.

Do it now.

You’re covered with thick cloud.
Slide out the side. Die,

and be quiet. Quietness is the surest
sign

that you’ve died.

You’re old life was a frantic running
from silence.

The speechless full moon
Comes out now.

Eight Poems of Rumi*

2. A Community of the Spirit

There is a community of the spirit.
Join it, and feel the delight

Of walking in the noisy street,
And being the noise.

Drink all your passion,
And be a disgrace.

Close both eyes
To see with the other eye.

Open you hands,
If you want to be held.

Sit down in this circle.

Quit acting like a wolf, and feel
The shepherd’s love filling you.

At night, you beloved wanders.
Don’t accept consolations.

Close your mother against food.
Taste the lover’s mouth in yours.

You moan, “She left me.” “He left me.”
Twenty more will come.

Be empty of worrying.
Think of who created thought!

Why do you stay in prison
when the door is so wide open?

Text reprinted with the permission of Coleman Barks and Maypop Books from
The Essential Rumi Copyright 2004. Publisher: Harper One

Move outside the tangle of fear-thinking.
Live in silence.

Flow down and down in always
widening rings of being.

There’s a strange frenzy in my head,
of birds flying,

each particle circulating on its own.
Is the one | love everywhere?

Drunks fear the police,
But the police are drunk too.

People in this town love them both
like different chess pieces.



3. Sweet-Talked into Connection

Stay with your family.
Do not wander away.

If you are an arc of the moon,
Live the full circle.

Why should a part be coy with the
whole?

Do you want compliment?

Do you want to be lied to?

As a genus branches and becomes a
species,
So the unseen reaches here.

It’s a constant natural process,
But you want to be sweet-talked
Into connection.

It would be better
If a spirit-king slapped you awake.

Don’t avoid discipline.

You have learned ways to make a
living

For your body. Now learn to support
Your soul. You wear find clothing.
How do you dress your spirit?

This world is a playground
Where children pretend to have
shops.

Sometimes when they wrestle,
It may look like sex,
but none of it’s real.

They exchange imaginary money.
Night comes, and they go home tired
with nothing in their hands.

4. Say | am You

| am dust particles in sunlight.
| am the round sun.

To the bits of dust | say, Stay.
To the sun, Keep moving.

| am morning mist,
and the breathing of evening.

| am wind in the top of a grove,
and surf on the cliff.

Mast, rudder, helmsman, and keel,
| am also the coral reef they founder on.

| am a tree with a trained parrot in its branches.
Silence, thought, and voice.

The musical air coming through a flute,
a spark of a stone, a flickering

in metal. Both candle,
and the moth crazy around it.

Rose, and the nightingale
lost in the fragrance.

| am all orders of being, the circling galaxy,
the evolutionary intelligence, the lift,

and the falling away. What is,
and what isn’t. You who know

Jelaluddin, You the one
in all, say who

| am. Say |
am You.



5. Dark Sweetness

The ground turns green. A drum begins.

Commentaries on the heart arrive in seven volumes.

The pen puts its head down
to give a dark sweetness to the page.

Planets go wherever they want.
Venus sways near the North Star.
The moon holds on to Leo.

The host who has no self is here.
We look in each other’s eyes.

A child is still a child
even after it’s learned the alphabet.

Solomon lifts his morning cup to the mountains.
Sit down in this pavilion, a

and don't listen to religious bickering.

Be silent as we absorb the spring.

6. Spring

Again, the violet bows to the lily.
Again, the rose is tearing off her gown!

The green ones have come from the other world,
Tipsy like the breeze up to some new foolishness.

Again, near the top of the mountain
The anemone’s sweet features appear.

The hyacinth speaks formally to the jasmine,
“Peace be with you.” “And peace to you, lad!
Come walk with me in this meadow.”

Again, there are Sufis everywhere!

The bud is shy, but the wind removes
her veil suddenly, “My friend!”

The Friend is here like water in the stream,
like a lotus on the water.

The narcissus winks at the wisteria,
“Whenever you say.”

And the clove to the willow, “You are the one

| hope for.” The willow replies, “Consider
These chambers of mine yours. Welcome!”

The apple, “Orange, why the frown?”
“So that those who mean harm
will not see my beauty.”

Whe ringdove comes asking, “Where,
where is the Friend?”

With one note the nightingale
indicates the rose.

Again, the season of Spring has come
And a spring-source rises under everything,
a moon sliding from the shadows.

Many things must be left unsaid, because it’s late,
But whatever conversation we haven’t had
tonight, we’ll have tomorrow



7. Love and | Talking
Love says, You cannot deny me. Try.

| say, Yes, you appear out of nowhere
like the bubbles in wine, here, then not.

Love says, Prisoned in the body-jar,
singing at the banquet.

| say, This ecstasy is dangerous.

Love says, | sip the delicious day,
until night takes the cup away.
Then | insist night give it back.
The light | see by never changes.

Arabs describe wine with the word mudam,
which means continual. On and on and on,

because wine drinkers never get enough.

The water of realization is the wine we mean
Where love is the liquid, your body the flagon.

Grace floods in. The wine’s power
breaks the jar. It’s happening now.

The water of waking becomes the one who pours,

the wine itself, and every presence at the banquet.

No metaphor can hold this truth
that knows how to keep secret
and when to show itself.

8. Dissolver of Sugar

Dissolver of sugar, dissolve me,

if this is the time.

Do it gently with a touch of a hand, or a look.
Every morning | wait at dawn. That’s when
It’s happened before. Or do it suddenly

Like an execution. How else

can | get ready for death?

You breathe without a body like a spark.
You grieve, and | begin to feel lighter.
You keep me away with your arm,

But the keeping away is pulling me in.

Pale sunlight,
pale the wall.

Love moves away.
The light changes.

| need more grace
than | thought.



Performance Notes

The music contained here-in was composed such that the Soprano and Piano are heard as separate, and,
equal musical stuctures. As a result the performers are asked to allow a large enough spatial gap betweeen
them such that the listener percieves two sound sources yet is aware of the combinations the two musics form together.
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