Three stories to aid social understanding 

1
Listening to other people

When someone is talking it is important to listen so that I will hear what they say.  People like to know that I am listening when they talk to me.

I need to listen to my teacher so that I know what to do at school.  I can show that I am listening by putting up my hand to answer questions.

I need to listen to other pupils so that they will want to spend time with me.  I can show that I am listening by talking about the same thing as them.

Listening is part of conversation.  When people have conversations they

· share information

· share stories and news

· share jokes

· share special time together

When someone is talking it is polite to listen and to show that I am listening.  

I like people to listen to me when I have something to say and it is my turn to speak.  I know that they are listening because

·    (fill in the gaps)

I will try to show that I am listening so that people will want to listen to me, too.

_____________________________________________________

2
Playing football

I like playing football with my friends.  

They like to play with me when I follow the rules and play fairly by

· Sharing the ball

· Passing the ball to other people in my team

· Touching the ball only with my feet unless it is my job to throw it back onto the pitch or to save a goal

· Trying hard to make contact only with the ball, not the other players

· Remembering that football is a game, so sometimes we win, sometimes we lose

· Staying calm when my team loses – it might be our turn to win next time.

Some days I will not be able to join in a team game.  This is OK.  I can have a ball of my own to practise football skills like

· Running

· Dribbling the ball

· Kicking

· Hitting a target

When I get better at playing football other children will probably want to play with me more. We will have fun playing football together.

____________________________________________________
3
Breaks and Lunch-Times

At school I have lessons.  In lessons, the teacher gives the children work to do to help them to learn.  

Learning usually means sitting still for a while and thinking hard.  This uses up a lot of energy.  

A good way to get ready for some more learning is to have a rest.  At school the children can do this at break and at lunch-time.

At break and lunch time children can relax for a while, play, use the toilet or have something to eat and drink.  Most of the children love breaks and lunch times.  They are happy to have a rest from lessons.

I do not usually feel happy about break and lunch times at school, I feel worried.  I worry about

· …

· …

· …

When I am worried I do not enjoy my break and I do not have a proper rest from lessons.  This might make it hard for me to learn.

I would feel happier at break and lunch times if:

· ….

· ….

· ….

……….. will help me to have a better time at break and lunchtimes.  ……….. will help me to 

· Get something to eat or drink if I need to

· Go to the toilet so that I feel comfortable

· Find a friend to play with

· Play football in a safe place where no-one will run off with my ball

· Let someone know if I am unhappy about something.

Then I can enjoy break and lunch times with a friend.  I will be able to get on with my lessons without feeling upset.  I will be able to learn better in school and everyone will be pleased with me.

Finally,

We would also like a story on when to start talking – in a group and a shorter story on putting your hand up in class to answer the question rather than shouting out.

